THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
INSURANCE, AGENTS 


celebrates, at Des Moines, the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the founding 
of that organization 


Our hearty congratulations on this memorable occasion. 


Two principles established through its efforts and subscribed 
to by the leading companies would alone justify its existence: 


1. Renewals belong to the agent.. 
- 2. Overhead writing is unfair. | 


Fire, Tornado and Windstorm, Automobile, Sprinkler Leakage, 
Riot and Civil Commotion, Use and Occupancy, Rentals, 
Profits and all Kindred Lines of Insurance 


THE MERCANTILE INSURANCE 


COMPANY OF AMERICA 


76 William Street, New York — 
Cecil F. Shallcross, President 


Vice Presidents: 


E. T. Cairns W.P. Young  C.R. Perkins W.S.Alley C. E. Case 
R. P. Barbour, Secretary 















A Service and System 
Not For Today But For All Time 


Efficient and Economical 
F ounded on 


Lloyd’s Twenty Years Experience 


LLOYDS APPRAISAL COMPANY 


Transportation Building, Chicago 
Branches: Cleveland, Detroit, Memphis, Pittsburgh, St. Louis and Des Moines 
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**AMERICA FORE” 


CITIZENSHIP 


The man who accepts the responsibilities of citizenship only when they are thrust 
upon him is merely doing his duty. But the man who voluntarily seeks and assumes 


them and constantly strives to fulfill their every obligation is an asset to his community. 
He is a good citizen. 


By its principle of service to agent and policyholder, of prompt and full settlement 
of all just claims, of conserving our country’s resources by fire prevention work, of un- 


swerving support of American enterprise—in a word, by its doctrine of “America 
Fore’ —this strong American company pledges its good citizenship. 
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AMERICAN EAGLE 











Fire Insurance Company 
Cash Capital, One Million Dollars 


HENRY EVANS, President 


MAIN OFFICE: PACIFIC COAST DEPT.: WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
P. O. Box 1030, City Hall Station C. E. ALLAN, Secretary ALFRED STINSON, Secretary 


80 Maiden Lane Insurance Exchange Bldg. 207 W. Jackson Blvd. 
NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO CHICAGO 














A Good American Company to Represent 
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REAL SERVICE 








NOWHERE is the relative value of an ounce of prevention greater than 

in the precautions taken to protect a manufacturing plant from the 
ever-present danger of destruction by fire; and it is the essential function of 
the underwriter to assist the manufacturer to that end. The theory, once 
boldly announced, that the underwriter should charge for the hazard as he 
finds it—that he has no responsibility for dangerous conditions, no concern 
about the conservation of this important part of the wealth of the coun- 
try—is as shocking today as would be a parallel claim by the medical 
profession, that they should deal only with the cures, and not interest 
themselves in the causes and prevention of disease. Like the physician, 
then, the underwriter owes a duty to his country and to humanity which he 
cannot avoid. 


PRED S. JAMES & CO. have developed the business of the companies 


under their management along these lines. Agents of their companies 


can feel assured, therefore, of earnest assistance in the care-taking of the 
agent's business. 








General Fire Assurance Co. of Paris, France 
Urbaine Fire Insurance Co. of Paris, France 


Eagle, Star and British Dominions Insurance Co., Ltd., of 
London, England 
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Geo. W. Blossom 


FRED S. JAMES & CO. 


United States Managers 


Fred S. James Wm. A. Blodgett 


Carroll L. DeWitt 


P. A. Cosgrove 
Agency Superintendent 


Agency Superintendent 


NEW YORK SAN FRANCISCO 
123 William St. 362 Pine St. 


CHICAGO 
175 W. Jackson Blvd. 
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DES MOINES IS HOST 
TO THE LOCAL AGENTS 





Abounding Hospitality Greets Ar- 
rivals for National Asso- 
ciation Session 





IOWA MEETING TUESDAY 


Pp, J. Clancy of Des Moines Elected 
President of State Association— 
A. H. Mulock Secretary 





BY C. M. CARTWRIGHT 


DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 20.—‘“What 
can I do for you?” ‘That is the spirit 
of the Des Moines and Iowa local 
agents in looking after those who are 
attending the National Association of 
Insurance Agents convention. Abound- 
ing hospitality is found on every hand. 
lowa cordiality and good will are mani- 
fested every where. It is a mighly ex- 
hibition of the outpouring of the human 
heart. 

Des Moines agents with P. J. Clancy 
as general chairman have worked out 
the local arrangements to the smallest 
detail. The local committee has a 
battery of clerks to register the visitors. 
A dozen typists attend to this work. 
Every incoming train is met by local 
men with automobiles. 

Iowa Agents Meet Tuesday 


The curtain raiser was the annual 
meeting of the Iowa Association of In- 
surance Agents Tuesday with President 
Lurton H. Stubbs of Cedar Rapids in 
the chair. Mayor H. H. Barton of Des 
Moines gave the address of welcome 
and Eugene Walsh of Davenport re- 
sponded. President Stubbs advocated 
a salaried state secretary. He called 
attention to the appointment of clerks 
in contractors and public officials offices 
by casualty and surety companies for 
the purpose of giving a rebate. He ad- 
vocated an agents qualification law to 
cure this evil. 


Reports on Year’s Work 


_ Secretary P. J. Clancy of Des Moines 
in his report said that in spite of the 
National Association calling for more 
dues the Iowa body had come through 
with a surplus. John Hynes of Daven- 
port, chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, in his report said that there had 
been no complaint of rate cutting dur- 
ing the year. 

President Fred J. Cox of the National 
Association was presented and in a talk 
said it is necessary for an agent to do 
More to protect his business than 
solicit insurance. He must get busy 
and cooperate with his fellows in seeing 
to it that his rights are respected. The 
National Association must look after 
the big issues. Mr. Cox said the Na- 
tional Association was able to get the 
Tevenue act amended to make it clear 
that local agents should be taxed on a 
Personal service and not on invested 
capital basis. During the war the na- 
dy was a powerful factor in 
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thwarting the designs of a powerful 
group that desired the treasury depart- 
ment to take over fire insurance until 
the struggle ended. 


Ford Motor Deal Checked 


The national officers prevented the 
scheme of a New York brokerage house 
to put over the Ford Motor Co. deal. 
The brokers endeavored to arrange for 
a policy to go with every car. A pool 
of four or five companies would write 
the business. Commissions to local 
agents represented by these companies 
would have been small. Other agents 
would have lost all the Ford business. 

President Cox said that much had 
been accomplished in promoting good 
will through conference. Nine com- 
plaints out of ten are easily settled. All 
the leading companies except one are 
in goed favor with the association. He 
regretted that it had alienated itself 
from the good will of the association at 
Louisville. He said a principle was 
involved in the Louisville controversy 
and the association would fight for it 
to the end. 


Qualification Law Urged 


Mr. Hynes in reporting for the resolu- 
tions committee advocated an agents’ 
qualification law. Agents were also 
urged to insist that tornado insurance 
be required to protect loans. 

C. Q. Jeffries of Clinton for the nomi- 
nating committee recommended P. J. 
Clancy of Des Moines for president, A. H. 
Mulock of Des Moines for secretary and 
W. B. Powell of Cedar Rapids for chair- 
man of the executive committee. The 
vice-presidents are to be named by the 
new officers. 


Big Advance Guard 


A big advance guard was on hand 
Tuesday. More company officials and 
managers are attending than ever be- 
fore. Companies establishing special 
headquarters are the Home group, North 
British group, Continental group, Aetna 
Life group and Southern Surety. The 
National Underwriter and Rough Notes 
have a large display of insurance sup- 
plies in their headquarters. 

At the great get-together feast Tues- 
day night some 600 were served. There 
was music and varied forms of enter- 
tainment. Eugene Walsh of Davenport 
introduced President Fred J. Cox, who 
acted as toastmaster. Paul Gaylord of 
Denver was the first speaker and James 
L. Case, chairman of the executive com- 
mittee, the last. The others were ex- 
Presidents Geo. D. Markham, A. H. Rob- 
inson, E. J. Tapping, F. W. Offenhauser, 
Fred Guenther, A. W. Neale, C. T. Hil- 
dreth, E. C, Roth and E. M. Allen. 


Cox Reviews Year’s Work 


President Fred J. Cox, in his annual 
address at the opening of today’s session, 
reviewed the work of the association 
during the past year with special refer- 
ence to the cordial relations which have 
been established between the agents’ or- 
ganization and both the companies and 
the insurance commissioners. He re- 
ferred to the controversy over the own- 
ership of casualty expirations, express- 
ing the belief that the difficulties which 
have been experienced along that line 
would be ironed out satisfactorily, He 
also reviewed at some length the bank 
agency issue, as raised both in California 
and at Louisville, and declared that the 
association be unworthy of its tradition 
if it did not defend just principals in the 
face of open attacks. 

The financial side of the association’s 
work for the year was reviewed in the 
reports submitted by James L, Case of 
Norwich, Conn., chairman of the execu- 
tive committee, and Walter H. Bennett 
of New York City, secretary-treasurer of 
the association. 
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R. C. HOSMER’S POST 


GOES TO NATIONAL LIBERTY 





Well Known Illinois Field Man Now 
Appointed Assistant Western 
Manager of Company 





Robert C. Hosmer, of Chicago, IIli- 
nois state agent for the Phoenix, of 
Hartford, and one of the best known 
field men in the west, has resigned to 
become assistant western manager of 
the National Liberty. He will take the 
place of Carl Koch, who was recently 
appointed Chicago metropolitan district 
manager and located in the city office 
in the Insurance Exchange Building. 
Herbert A. Clark, the other assistant 
manager, has jurisdiction over the terri- 
tory west of the Mississippi river, in- 
cluding the Pacific Coast field. Mr. 
Koch had the field east of the Missis- 
sippi river, and Mr. Hosmer will as- 
sume jurisdiction over that territory. 


Mr. Hosmer’s Career 
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Mr. Hosmer started in the insurance 
business with the local agency of R. W. 
Hosmer & Co., in Chicago, and then 
went with the old Insurance Survey 
Bureau as an inspector, remaining with 
it until it disbanded. He is now presi- 
dent of the Insurance Survey Bureau 
Alumni, which meets at the time of the 
Northwest convention every year. Mr. 
Hosmer then traveled for the old gen- 
eral agency of A. Loeb & Son, of Chi- 
cago, in Indiana and Illinois. He then 
become special agent for the American 
and Security, of New Haven, when 
they were operating together, traveling 
as an assistant to Charles N. Gorham, 
who was then Indiana state agent. Mr.. 
Hosmer then became special agent of 
the old Shawnee Fire, of. Topeka. Then 
he was made Illinois state agent of the 
Equitable, of Rhode Island, and then 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 14) 








tions were discussed at a luncheon con- 
ference of the officers of the National 
Association with all state presidents and 
secretaries. 


Bank Agency Question 


The bank agency question was the 
first one up for discussion at the after- 
noon session. The discussion was led 
by Matt T. Mancha of Los Angeles, pres- 
ident of the California Association, who 
reviewed at some length the situation in 
that state, resulting from the entry of 
the Bank of Italy into the local agency 
field. He was followed by Fred B. Ayer 
of Cleveland, O., James T. Catlin of Dan- 
ville, Va., president of the Virginia As- 
sociation, and several other speakers. 

Charles Lyman Case, United States 
manager of the London Assurance and 
president of the National Board, brought 
the greetings of the National Board to 
the local agents. He explained the vari- 
ous activities of that organization and 
the great work which it is doing for the 
institution of fire insurance as a whole. 

Another strong managerial address 
was that given by Cecil F. Shallcross, 
United States manager of the North 
British & Mercantile, on “Development.” 
He took up the socalled “side lines,” in- 
cluding automobile, aircraft, mail pack- 
age, tourist floaters, windstorm and tor- 
nado, hail, crop insurance, riot and civil 
commotion, sprinkler leakage, earth- 
quake, use and occupancy, rents and 
rental value and leasehold, showing their 





Problems affecting the state associa- 
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H. C. EDDY TO RETIRE 
FROM ACTIVE RANKS 












Well Known Commercial Union 
Manager Has Long Been 
Conspicuous 


HELD IN HIGHEST ESTEEM 


Has Contributed Much to the Business 
and Has Always Played 
a Fair Game 


—_—_—— 


The retirement of Henry Clay Eddy, 
of Chicago, western manager of the 
Commercial Union, Palatine and allied 
companies, will remove from western 
underwriting circles one of its most 
familiar figures. Mr. Eddy is one of 
the last of the early Western Union 
members who took such a prominent 
part in shaping the underwriting affairs 
of the central west. He could have been 
president of that organization at any 
time, had he said the word. However, 
he was content to remain in the ranks, 
giving his chief attention to the chair- 
manship of the fire prevention commit- 
tee. Mr. Eddy has always been par- 
ticularly interested in that phase of the 
business. 


Eddy’s and Bliven’s Work 


In the earlier days of the Western 
Union he and the late Manager C. E. 
Bliven, of the old American, of Phila- 
delphia, worked side by side in the 
promotion of the fire prevention move- 
ment. He has been chairman of the 
fire prevention committee of the West- 
ern Union from its inception. He and 
Maj. Bliven got W. H. Merrill to come 
to Chicago from the east to take charge 
of the electrical inspection, work of the 
Chicago Board. In time, the incipient 
work of what is now the Underwriters’ 
Laboratories began. Mr. Merrill en- 
larged his activities until finally a crude 
system of testing was established and 
the Underwriters’ Laboratories was 
started in a single room next to the 
office of the Chicago Board, in the old 
National Life building. From that time 
the idea developed and the present mag- 
nificent institution is the result. Mr. 
Eddy served as president of the Under- 
writers’ Laboratories until a few years 
ago, when he became chairman of the 
board. He has been on the governing 
committee of the Western Union and 
many other important committees. He 
is president of the Underwriters’ Sal- 
vage Company and is an official of the 
Western Adjustment. 


Prominent in Northwest Body 


There has been no movement of any 
consequence in which the companies 
have been interested but that Mr. Eddy 
was a leading factor. In the Fire Un- 
derwriters’ Association of the North- 
west, Mr. Eddy has been a conspicuous 
figure. He served as president in 1890- 
1891. He was one of the organizers of 
the Life Members’ Society and was one 
of its presidents. Mr. Eddy, socially, 























value and importance to the local agent. 
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BUREAU REJECTS PLAN 
OF AUTO CONFERENCE 


Refuses to Follow Lead of West- 
ern Union in Adopting Rules 
of National Body 


JOINT CONTROL FAVORED 


Suggestion Advanced for Creation of 
Auto Conference Committee by 
Union and Bureau 





BRIAR CLIFF MANOR, N. Y., 
Oct. 15—The Western’ Insurance 
Bureau at its semi-annual meeting here 
refused to concur in the action of the 
Western Union in adopting as man- 
datory the rules and regulations of the 
National Automobile Conference. After 
reciting the resolution of the Western 
Union the resolution adopted at the 
Bureau meeting says: 


The Western Insurance Bureau hereby 
reaffirms its purpose to cooperate for 
proper practices which tend to safeguard 
the interests of its members and protect 
the rights of its patrons, but realizing 
that in Bureau territory conditions exist 
which require special consideration, we 
are firm in the belief that such matters 
should be under direct supervision with 
ampie authority of committees or or- 
ganizations thoroughly familiar with 
local conditions; 

“Resolved, That in the judgment of 
this Bureau it is not compatible with the 
inherent rights of members not now 
affiliated with any organization for the 
supervision of the automobile insurance 
business to compel by mandatory legis- 
lation their observance of the rules en- 
acted by an outside organization, to 
whose plans of operation and control 
they have declined to voluntarily sub- 
scribe; 


Mutuals’ Encroachments Cited 


Resolved, That we view with a con- 
siderable degree of apprehension the 
rapid growth, particularly in the terri- 
tory under the jurisdiction of this Bu- 
reau, of the mutual and inter-insurance 
associations which have been and are 
continuing to absorb the more desirable 
classes of automobile insurance, and we 
are also not unmindful of the dangers 
which out of this situation may extend 
to other branches of our business. 

And be it further resolved, That this 
Bureau hereby suggests to the executive 
committee in its discretion to appoint a 
standing committee of five members, of 
which committee the president may be, 
ex-officio, a member, to confer with sim- 
ilar committees from other organizations 
whose membership is engaged in writing 
automobile insurance. Such committee 
shall report to and be under the control 
of the executive committee; 

Resolved, That the authority conferred 
upon the executive committee of this 
Bureau at its annual meeting in Atlantic 
City by resolution reading as folows: 

“Be it further resolved, That the West- 
ern Insurance Bureau confer full power 
on the executive committee to assume 
coordinate jurisdiction over the automo- 
bile business if in their judgment, after 
investigation and deliberation, it to them 
seems proper so to do,” 
be and is hereby continued. 


Auto Situation Outstanding Issue 


The automobile situation has been 
the outstanding issue in western under- 
writing circles for over a year and will 
continue so to be until a satisfactory 
solution of the evils that now beset it 
is arrived at. Speaking before the an- 
nual meeting of the Western Insur- 
ance Bureau at Atlantic City in April 
last, President Williams referred to it 
in these words: “The principal subject 
for legislation that will be presented 
you relates to the automobile situation, 
and the desirability of this bureau tak- 
ing jurisdiction of this branch of our 
business, which is so interwoven with 
our other interests and which at this 
time is in a most threatening condition 





and needs strong treatment to save it 
from demoralization, which would in- 
volve the entire insurance business in 
the West.” Although six months have 
elapsed since that time, no material 
change in the conduct of the automobile 
business has been effected; if anything, 
conditions have become worse, and 
company managers’ are __ seriously 
alarmed. While the evils that beset this 
department of underwriting are appre- 
ciated, no effective plan for their 
amelioration has yet been put forth. 


Demoralization Not Ended 


It was hoped that with the reorgani- 
zation of the National Automobile Un- 
derwriters Conference agreed upon last 
May, when membership in the organiza- 
tion was direct by the companies in- 
stead of through the medium of subsidi- 
ary bodies, and the control of affairs 
lodged in the hands of chief company 
officials instead of, as was largely the 
case previously, department heads, a 
common ground had been reached upon 
which all interests could stand and that, 
the conduct of the business as a whole 
would be handled far more effectively 
and profitably that it had been at any 
previous time. While the great percent- 
age of the companies writing automobile 
business assented to the new program, 
and have since loyally adhered to its 
rates, rules and practices, a strong min- 
ority, Union, Bureau and free lance in- 
stitutions, declined to do so, and insisted 
upon conducting an individual campaign, 
each writing at such figures and with 
such forms as seemed to it best, and 
paying whatever scale of commissions it 
cared to. The result, as might be ex- 
pected, has been the creation of a condi- 
tion regarded as decidedly serious. 
Especially is this true at Pittsburgh and 
at St. Louis, where the Conference com- 
panies have been forced to stand by and 
see business placed upon their books 
after years of careful cultivation, swept 
into the maw of the free lance offices. 
At certain points commissions as high as 
40 and 10 are being paid; a charge 
against the business that conservative 
managers hold to be thoroughly un- 
justified and if persisted in is sure to 
bring the business into disrepute with 
the general public. 


Roth Speaks for Conference 


The Western Union, at its semi-annual 
meeting last month expressed its sym- 
pathy with the National Automobile Un- 
derwriters Conference, and authorized its 
governing committee to “adopt as man- 
datory the rules and regulations” of 
the former body. It was hoped that the 
Western Bureau at its gathering held 
here would take similar action. Victor 
Roth, vice-president of the Security of 
New Haven; W. H. Stevens, president of 
the Agricultural, and Robe Bird, vice- 
president of the Milwaukee Mechanics, 
all members of the National Automobile 
Underwriters Conference, and likewise 
prominent in the councils of the Western 
Insurance Bureau, were selected by the 
former organization to speak in its be- 
half before the latter body. Unfortun- 
ately neither Mr. Stevens nor Mr. Bird 
was able to reach Briar Cliff. Mr. Roth, 
however, was here and ably and earn- 
estly presented his cause. The majority 
of the Bureau members were opposed to 
the adoption of legislation that would 
force their companies to join an outside 
organization with which they would not 
voluntarily ally themselves, and hence 
adopted the resolution above given, pre- 
sented by their executive committee, 
rather than that submitted by Mr. Roth. 


Conditions Different in West 


The Bureau men, while thoroughly in 
sympathy with the desire of the eastern 
company executives to bring order out 
of the chaos that now obtains in the au- 
tomobile field, and appreciative of the 
sincerity in which the National Confer- 
ence was formed, hold that underwriting 
conditions in the Middle West differ 
radically from those existing elsewhere 
in the country, and that the western 
managers, being in more intimate touch 
with the situation than the head office 
men could possibly be, are better able to 
cope with them. They point out, for 
example, that some of the mandatory 
rules or regulations of the National Con- 
ference would be in conflict with the 
laws of certain western states, and their 
attempted enforcement would bring the 
underwriters into serious disagreement 
with governing officials, a condition to 
be avoided at all hazards. Advocates of 
the National Conference counter with 
the assertion that a proviso in the rules 
expressly exempts their application 
wherever they might violate a_ state 





statute or ruling. They further hold that 
the western men would have full repre- 
sentation upon all governing committees 
of the national organization, and hence 
would have ample opportunity to express 
their views and secure the adoption of 
measures fitted to particular territories. 


Action Averted Defection 


Regrettable from certain standpoints 
as was the action taken by the Bureau, 
it is recognized that under all circum- 
stances to have been the wise one, for 
had the proposition to have the Bureau 
follow the lead of the Union in virtually 
compelling its members to join the Na- 
tional Automobile Underwriters Confer- 
ence been forced, it would have meant 
the immediate defection of a powerful 
element from the Bureau, and thus have 
created a condition far more _ serious 
than that endeavored to be remedied. 

From talks with individual members 
of the Bureau it was apparent that many 
favored the creation of an automobile 
division of the organization and of a 
like department of the Union, the inter- 
ests thus formed to operate under the 
direction of a joint conference commit- 
tee, just as the fire branch of the busi- 
ness is handled at the present time. 
Whether the suggestion will appeal to 
the Union remains to be seen. 

H. C. EDDY TO RETIRE SOON 


(Continued from Page 3) 
is one of the most companionable of 
men. He has a fine sense of humor, is 
cordial in his relationships and has made 
a lot of staunch friends. He has always 
stood for the very best there is in fire 
insurance. His office has not been ac- 
cused of being a trickster or of cutting 
sharp corners. He has developed his 








H. C, EDDY 


business systematically and along con- 
servative lines. He will retire from ac- 
tive service with the knowledge that he 
carries with him the good will of those 
who have come in contact with him and 
who know him. Mr. Eddy is one of the 
best known managers in the west, hav- 
ing a large acquaintance among local 
agents and field men. 


Mr. Eddy’s Career 


He located in Chicago in 1884 as man- 
ager of the Commercial Union. Mr. 
Eddy was born in Providence, R. L., 
May 9, 1848. He took a course at mil- 
itary academy, but, as a boy, entered 
the Providence, R. I., agency of the 
Home, of New York. In 1867 he went 
to the head office of the company, re- 
signing to establish an agency in Phila- 
delphia in September, 1871. In 1874 
he went to the New York office of the 
Great American, and from 1876 to 1881 
was special agent for the company in 


New England. with headquarters in 
Boston. He transferred to a similar 


position with the Phenix, of Brooklyn, 
remaining there until 1883, when he 
went with the Commercial Union, of 
New York, and then was transferred 
to Chicago. Mr. Eddy, in his field days 
in New England, was one of the lead- 
ing lights, taking a prominent part in 
all the organization work. Mr. Eddy 
will retire from office Jan. 1. 





CHANGES IN STAFF 
OF GREAT AMERICAN 





E. O. Basse Becomes Second Ag. 
sistant Manager of Company 
in Western Department 


OWN MEN ARE ADVANCED 


W. H. Sage Is General Manager, w, 1, 
Lerch, Manager, George B, 
Sedgwick Assistant at 
Chicago 





Following the death of J. C. Ingram, 
joint manager of the Great American at 
Chicago, the western department offi- 
cial staff of the company has been re. 
organized and the line-up now is Wal- 
ter H. Sage, general manager; W, L, 
Lerch, manager; George B. Sedgwick, 
assistant manager, and E. O, Basse, 
second assistant manager. 

Mr. Sage has been general manager 


since he relinquished active supervision 
of the company’s affairs in the west in 
1916. Mr. Lerch was joint manager 
with Mr. Ingram until the latter’s death 
a few weeks ago. Mr. Sedgwick has 
been assistant manager, and Mr, Basse 
has since Jan. 1, 1909, been Wisconsin 
state agent of the Great American. The 
new arrangement gives the Great Amer- 
ican a strong official staff in its western 
department. 


Basse’s Insurance Career 


Mr. Basse is a native Chicagoan, hav- 
ing started his insurance career as an 
examiner in the western department of 
the old Phenix of Brooklyn. He later 
went with the Rockford Insurance 
Company as an examiner, and when the 
American of Newark reinsured the 
Rockford, Mr. Basse became Wiscon- 
sin state agent of the American, serving 
in that capacity until he was appointed 
state agent of the Great American in 
Wisconsin in 1909. 

He is regarded as one of the top- 
notch field men in the badger state. He 
is a charter member of the home nest 
of the Blue Goose and served as presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Feld Men’s Club. 
When the conservation and inspection 
work was started Mr. Basse took a 
leading part in carrying on this activ- 
ity. In 1909 he served as a member of 
the board of directors of the Northeast 
association. He is prominent in Ma- 
sonic circles in Wisconsin. 


Basse Highly Regarded 


Mr. Basse is still a young man, being 
but 44 years of age. He has built upa 
fine business for the Great American in 
Wisconsin and because of the manner 
in which he has conducted the affairs of 
the company has taken high rank in 
field circles in the state. He is a keen 
business getter and a seasoned under- 
writer. “Ned” Basse is possessed of 
an abundance of common sense an 
good -judgment. Mr. Basse will re- 
move to Chicago to assume his new 
position as soon as he can wind up his 
affairs in Milwaukee. 


Promoting Own Men 


In bringing Mr. Basse into Chicago 
the Great American is following the 


| policy of promoting its own men. Mt. 


Sedgwick, who now becomes assistant 
manager under Mr. Lerch, was brought 
in from the Ohio field in May, 1919. He 
started insurance work as a local agent 
at Ishpeming, Mich., later became af 
adjuster there, and then traveled im 
Wisconsin field. Ten years ago he was 
appointed special agent of the 
Factory association in Ohio, and four 
years ago became state agent 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 30) 
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COLLINS WILL RETIRE 


HAS LONG BEEN IN BUSINESS 





Western Manager of the Providence 
Washington Finds that His Health 
is Impaired 


s, T. Collins, of Chicago, western 
manager of the Providence Washing- 
ton, has resigned and will retire from 
business about the first of the year. 
Mr. Collins has desired to be relieved 
from active cares of life for a year or 

. His health is not the best and he 
feels that it is necessary to conserve 
his energy and strength. Last winter 
the company gave him an extended 
lave of absence, hoping that he might 
get in shape to continue in his position. 
He returned from a trip to the coast 
much improved, but after a few months 
at the desk he finds that his health is 
still impaired. 

Held in High Regard 


Both President J. B. Branch and 
Vice-President C. D. Dunlop entertain 
the highest regard for Mr. Collins and 
have done everything possible to get 
him in shape to continue in office. They 
even suggested that he take a year’s 
leave of absence on full pay, but Mr. 
Collins finds that he must be entirely 
relieved of all responsibility. The rela- 
tions between Mr. Collins and his home 
ofice are most cordial and intimate. 
Vice-President Dunlop was in Chicago 
during Northwest meeting week and 
again last week, hoping that some way 
might be found to keep Mr. Collins as 
head of the department. 


Will Not Take Up Department 


It has been reported that the Provi- 
dence Washington might take up its 
department and transact all its busi- 
ness from the home office in Provi- 
dence. Mr. Dunlop said that the com- 
pany has no such plan in mind. He 
has not decided yet as to Mr. Collins 
successor. 

Mr. Collins has always been a most 
Aaithful and conscientious worker. In 
whatever position he has occupied he 
has given the best that was in him. He 
has worked hard and intelligently. 


Mr. Collins’ Career 


Mr. Collins was assistant secretary 
of the old Traders of Chicago which 
went into the hands of a receiver 
following the San Francisco conflagra- 
tion. The receiver selected Mr. Collins 
to liquidate the company and he per- 
formed in his usual systematic and able 
way the duties of that office. Mr. Col- 
lins has long been in the business in the 
west having served as assistant western 
manager of the Fireman’s Fund and 
was, at one time, western manager of 
the Anglo-Nevada, afterwards succeed- 
ing to the management of its successor, 
the Caledonian. Mr. Collins was ap- 
pointed assistant secretary of the in- 
surance auxiliary committee of the 
World’s Columbian Exposition at Chi- 
cago and had charge of the insurance 
interests at the exposition. Mr. Col- 
lins located in Chicago in 1872. going 
with the Commercial Union. He ad- 
vanced with that company, until he 
became chief clerk in the department. 


Rasor City Equitable’s Manager 
Paul E. Rasor has been appointed 
United States manager of the City 
Equitable Insurance Company of Lon- 
don, which will transact a general fire 
Tfeinsurance business in this country, 
commencing operations about Jan. 1. 
The Central Union Trust Company is 
the United States trustee, 

The City Equitable entered the United 
tes some time ago to act as rein- 
Strer for the North British, with which 
it held a treaty. Cecil F. Shallcross, 
United States manager of the North 


| British, has also been acting in a similar 


pacity for the City Equitable, but will 
turn over the company’s affairs to 
. r, 











| A FIRE INSURANCE ALLEGORY 
By I. D. GOSS 








NCE upon a time, and that not so 
O very long ago, there lived a man 

whose name was EverSoCau- 
tious, and he was a man of serious 
thoughts, honored and respected by his 
fellows. This man made his abode in 
a town called Commonplace which was 
Iccated in the far-famed land of Here- 
Abouts. He had served faithfully as 
Postmaster during the first administra- 
tion of President NoCompromise and 
won great popularity through his stud- 
ied ability to cail all of his patrons by 
their first names. Also he gave his 
work a personal touch by handing out 
all the mail himself—rather than en- 
trust this important function to sub- 
ordinates of whom he had none. 


Now it so happened that Mr. Ever- 
SoCautious had no immunity from the 
ordinary compulsion of providing coal 
and food as well as millinery and 
phonograph records for his family 
which was then of modest proportions 
and potential possibilities. Being griev- 














tion of his mission. As he proceeded, 
EverSoCautious recalled having read 
in “The Siren” that “there is a divinity 
which shapes our ends,” and he forth- 
with concluded that Thaddeus Know- 
ItAll was either a prophet or the son 
of a prophet. When Special Agent 
PickaWinner had finished his intro- 
ductory statement, he received a wel- 
come which would have thrown the 
prodigal son into a fit of jealousy. In- 
side in an easy chair, PickaWinner dis- 
coursed at length upon the glory of the 
Pussy Foot Underwriters, the millions 
in its worn chest, the confidence its 
name inspired, and urged his new ap- 
pointee to assure the people that there 
are many underwriters, but no other 
Pussy Foot. 
* k * 

Then with his foundations secure he 
instructed his agent to avoid with care 
all the devious and sundry physical and 
moral hazards which lurk along the 
path, going into details as to how care- 
fully inspections should be made and 
each risk studied with a view to fore- 








| 
| nental. 


viewpoint. 








I. D. Goss of Chicago is western farm superintendent of the Conti- 

He is a man of culture and fine attainments. 
accompanying allegory in connection with a paper he read before the 
Illinois local agents at their meeting in Peoria. 
with two local agents and two companies. 
differences between agents and companies and said that they are honest 
ones. With this same honesty of purpose, agents and companies should 
not be unwilling to sit together in the same pew with the determination 
that they will each make a sympathetic examination of the other’s 





Hi 


He produced the 


The allegory deals 
Mr. Goss referred to the 














ously burdened with this responsibility 
and unable longer to spread his meagre 
monthly allowance over that period of 
time without reducing it to a thin vapor, 
he finally forwarded his resignation 
to the aforesaid President NoCom- 
promise for the consideration of him- 
self and his cabinet. In due season Mr. 
EverSoCautious was checked out of 
office and stood a free man on the thres- 
hold of a world of possibilities. Due 
to his popularity, he couid easily have 
been elected township assessor, but he 
was timid about entering the political 
arena and had a vision that a business 
career was beckoning him. 


Now it came about with all the 
strangeness of fiction, that while Mr. 
EverSoCautious was thus awash, in 
dreamy expectancy, there stepped one 
day from the noon train on the Hurry- 
Back Electric Railway a prim looking 
young man with a well stuffed port- 
folio, who proved to be no other person 
than Abel PickaWinner, special agent 
for the Pussy Foot Underwriters. After 
stepping into the barber shop to ad- 
just his necktie, he proceeded to the 
sanctum of Thaddeus KnowltAll, 
editor of “The Weekly Siren,” to see 
if perchance Thad could cite him to a 
fellow townsman who could be pre- 
vailed upon to act as local agent of 
the PussyFoot organization for the 
town of Commonplace and vicinity. The 
ever accommodating Thaddeus, bear- 
ing no ill will against the ex-postmas- 
ter, and really feeling very kindly 
toward him because he had been a 
constant reader of “The Siren,” cheer- 
fully recommended EverSoCautious as 
ideally adapted and situated to answer 
this high calling. From that time for- 
ward the course of Special Agent Pick- 
aWinner was easy. 

* 


He took up his bulging portfolio and 
hurried to the home of EverSoCautious 
who was at that moment sitting un- 
suspectingly in front of his warm fire, 
little conscious that a business career 
was rapidly bearing down upon him. 
A knock at the door, a rustling of feet 
and there stood EverSoCautious and 
PickaWinner confronting each other. 
The latter, somewhat timidly, but in a 
tone of anxious confidence, made from 
the doorstep an introductory explana- 





seeing any eventual impairment of its 
integrity. Being a conscientious man, 
EverSoCautious pondered these things 
in his heart and when his supplies ar- 
rived with additional instructions on the 
responsibility of the local agent, he felt 
that he was ready to assume the heavy 
burden. 
J * cod 

His fellow townsmen were generously 
inclined and urged him to visit them at 
the date of expiration. Risk after risk 
was offered to him, but sorrowfully he 
found on inspection that they did not 
grade up to the PussyFoot standard. He 
laboriously climbed through dark attics 
only to find that either some thought- 
less sparrow had built a nest where a 
wayfaring spark might start a fire, or 
that one of the mortar seams in the 
chimney had crumbled to the depth of 
an eighth of an inch, indicating that in 
another 25 years more mortar might 
crumble, a dangerous opening result, and 
who knows if the risk were placed in 
the PussyFoot now, that it might not 
still be there at the fatal time. 

= * = 


He penetrated into grimy cellars, and 
basements, finding rubbish, kindling, ex- 
posed furnace pipes, always something 
which Special Agent PickAWinner and 
the PussyFoot literature had pointed out 
as a harbinger of evil. And if by happy 
chance a risk should stand physically 
clean under his severe scrutiny, then his 
investigation was pretty sure to reveal 
that the maternal grandfather or some 
other kin of the owner had suffered a 
fire of unexplained origin, and where the 
possible virus of incendiarism is in the 
blood, an agent of the PussyFoot Under- 
writers must slip away as from a pes- 
tilence. Bye and bye, Special Agent 
PickAWinner made a 15-minute call on 
his agent. He was no longer hitting the 
small towns very hard, for he had not 
received an increase of salary and a 
bonus since his first visit and was not 
that conclusive evidence that he had won 
recognition? He regretted that EverSo- 
Cautious had secured no premiums, but 
congratulated him that he had given the 
PussyFoot outfit no losses and no cause 
for anxiety. Although EverSoCautious 
realized that his stomach was empty, 
his soul was warmed by these kind 
words. 

* 2 s 

Ere long the blacksmith of this town 
of Commonplace, Mr. Armstrong by name, 
was bequeathed a snug fortune by a rich 
uncle who had made good in the oil busi- 
ness, and the aforesaid blacksmith hav- 
ing a wife with a pent up ambition, de- 
cided to throw his new found affluence 
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DECISION ON TAXATION 


_. 


MUTUALS’ STATUS IS DEFINED 





Opinion of Federal Court in New York 
Case Given Out by Internal 
Revenue Office 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 19.— 
The Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
has issued a statement to all collectors, 
citing a recent decision in the United 
States district court for the southern 
district of New York having to do with 
the taxation of insurance companies. He 
prefacés his statement with a syllabus 
of the court’s decision, laying down 
certain rules regarding collection of 
such taxes, as follows: 

1. Gross Income of Insurance Com- 
panies—Premium Receipts—The premium 
receipts of “every insurance company” by 
whatever name they are called are, un- 
less specifically exempted by the terms 
of the taxing statutes in question, a part 
of such company’s gross income. 

2. Premium Deposits—Premium de- 
posits made in advance by members of a 
mutual insurance company to cover esti- 
mated losses and expenses are, so long 
as the payment thereof constitutes the 
consideration for contract of insurance, 
insurance premiums constituting gross 
income of the company. 

3. Same—Interest on Bank Balances 
and Profits from Investment of Premium 
Deposits—Moneys received by way of in- 
terest upon bank balances and from in- 
vestment of such portion of premium 
deposits as are not currently required 
for the payment of losses and expenses 
are profits earned by an insurance com- 
pany subject to tax. 

4. Mutual Fire Insurance Companies 
—Corporation Coming Within Meaning 
of—A corporation, organized to insure 
its members, limited to jewelers and 
dealers in goods ordinarily carried in the 
jewelry trade, against loss or damage 
by fire, theft, barratry, embezzlement 
and transportation, which requires each 
member to deposit in advance a definite 
sum sufficient to cover estimated losses 
and expenses for the ensuing year, the 
balance of such deposits being returned 
to members, is a mutual fire insurance 
company and subject to the taxes im- 
posed by the acts of Aug. 5, 1909, and 
Oct. 3, 1913. 


Situation at Wichita Falls 


WICHITA FALLS, TEX., Oct. 19—In- 
surance men here see a serious possi- 
bility of a moral hazard in connection 
with some of the small business estab- 
lishments located on the outskirts of the 
city on the road to the oil fields. The 
flow of business in that direction has 
slackened down very materially and con- 
cerns there which formerly did a rush- 
ing business now have very little to do. 
There have been a few small fires in 
that section, but no serious loss so far. 

This condition of affairs does not apply 
at all to the regular business section of 
Wichita Falls, where business is now on 
a very substantial basis and conditions 
are considered very satisfactory from an 
insurance standpoint. 


Dallas Fire Hazard Low 


DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 19—Fire hazards 
in Dallas are the lowest right now that 
they have been in the history of the city, 
according to fire insurance men and city 
officials. This, it was said, is due to the 
observance not of fire prevention day, 
but fire prevention week. There is noth- 
ing in the nature of refuse and waste 
matter in the city. Practically all the 
wiring in every house in the city has 
been inspected. Clean ups have been 
general. Contractors, workmen, busi- 
ness men, home owners and renters have 
been prevailed upon to keep the hazards 
at the minimum. School children have 
been instructed in the necessity and best 
means of preventing fires and the cam- 
paign is to continue. A few special or- 
dinances may be passed relative to gaso- 
lene storing, handling of cotton, hay 
and other highly inflamable materials 
but it is believed the best results will be 
obtained through a continuation of the 
fire prevention campaign. Hence the 
education of the school kiddies and the 
public continues. 


Prom-ptness and Prom-otion begin the 





same way. 
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b Harcmitile and Parcel Post 


Insurance 


Special Department Maintained 
for Purpose of Giving Expert 
and Efficient Service 


Local and General Agents Wanted 
Apply to 


Appleton & Cox 


Attorneys 


3 South William St. NEW YORK 


Representing Companies of Known Reputation 























Exceptional facilities for handling Surplus and difficult lines 
and unusual forms of insurance in best American and Foreign 
companies and at Lloyds, London. 
Re-Insurance Contracts Drawn and Placed. 
. LICITED; 
ast incscaeccas: ib nin PROMPT ATTENTION 
F. R. THOMPSON 


Insurance Exchange 


SURPLUS 
LINES anp 
FLOATERS 


Chicago, Ill. 
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A Service to Local Agents 
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


Earle C. Smith, Inc. 


51 Maiden Lane 


New York 


Representing local agents, under contract, wherever situated; 


guaranteeing to them the SERVICE of a “branch office’’ in New 
York, the greatest insurance center in the country. 


Lines located in the territory of agents and controlled by 
brokers, will be SOLICITED from the latter and sent to local men 
for writing, together with all essential information pertaining thereto. 

Also surplus lines of agents PLACED with responsible companies. 

Accuracy, dispatch and reliability assured; and all correspond- 
ence treated with the utmost confidence. 


Full details concerning the‘‘service’’and references FURNISHED 
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Harrison 795 Charles S. Dougherty 
as 813 Counsel 
JOHN E. HOGAN 
Adjustments (Companies Only) 
INSURANCE EXCHANGE BLDG. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

A Complete Automobile Claim Office 
PERSONAL-INJURY COLLISION 
PROPERTY-DAMAGE FIRE 
COMPENSATION (SUBROGATION) THEFT 








CUSTOMERS’ EXPIRATION BOOKS 


Give your customer something useful. 
ALL STYLES AND SIZES. 
THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER CO. 


Insurance Exchange, Chicago 




















BIG TAX QUESTION UP 


—— 


HEARING IS HELD IN CHICAGO | 





Local Authorities Propose Sweeping 
Change in Deductions Allowed 
on Premium Reports 





The board of review, at Chicago, 
held a hearing Monday on the big tax 
question raised by H. B. Seeley in re- 
gard to deductions allowed fire com- 
panies in their report of premiums for 
local taxation. The stock companies 
were represented by Attorneys Hicks 
and Folonie, of Bates, Hicks & Fo- 
lonie, and the Federation of Mutual 
Companies by Attorney H. B. Janish, 
of Ekern & Meyers. The city of Chi- 
cago and the South Park Board were 
represented by Special Attorney Bulk- 
ley and Mr. Seeley. The board of re- 
view reserved its decision. 

Immense sums in taxes depend on 
the outcome of the hearing, and the 
possible litigation that may follow. 
Attorney Bulkley flatly took the ground 
that premiums of agents in Cook county 
are taxable there, regardless of where 
the property insured is located. He 
also held that reinsurance premiums are 
not deductible to show the “net re- 
ceipts” which, under the law, are tax- 
His position was that the tax- 
able item is the net monthly balance 
of each policy writing agent in the 
county. This reduces the expense de- 
duction to the commissions, postage, 
telegrams, etc., of the policy writing 
agents. It has been customary for com- 
panies to deduct a percentage for home 
office expense, as well. 


Companies Taken by Surprise 


The hearing was devoted merely to 
defining the issues. Attorneys for the 
companies were taken more or less by 
surprise, as they thought the sum- 
monses were the ordinary ones that 
had been customary at this time of 
year. Attorney Bulkley took the ground 
that, as the new form for reporting 
taxable premiums was adopted by the 
state tax commission on May 11 of 
this year, no returns could be made 
after that date by any company except 
on the new form, and that returns made 
on any other form after that date were 
illegal. The attorneys for the com- 
panies objected that, no matter when 
the form was adopted, it had not been 
sent to the companies until this month, 
while the returns were made in May, 
and were legal returns at that time. 
The counter argument of Attorney 
Bulkley was that the board of review 
could call for any information neces- 
sary in reviewing the tax assessment 
and that it could call for the informa- 
tion indicated on the disputed form. 


Demand Individual Reports 


It has been the practice of the com- 
panies to report all the premiums in 
Cook county through a single agent, 
or, at the most, through two or three 
offices, while the Bulkley-Seeley con- 
tention is that a separate individual re- 
port must be made by or for each and 
every policy writing agent in the 
county, and the new form goes into 
great detail. 


The itemized statement for each 
agent has the following headings: 
Gross premiums; return premiums; 


commissions; telegrams, postage, etc.; 
fire department tax; fire patrol as- 
sessment; sec. 30 tax; total operating 
expense. 

Premiums are classified under eight 
headings, as follows: 
1. Fire premiums; including explo- 
sion, use and occupancy, combined 
fire and sprinkler leakage, and the fire 
portions of combined fire and _tor- 


nado or hail. 

2. Tornado premiums. 

3. Auto premiums, fire forms of 
policies. ; 

4, Auto premiums; all forms other 


| any report at all. 











than fire forms, excluding any por- 
tions due to liability for damage to 
person. : 

5. Marine premiums; ocean, inland 
navigation and transportation. 

6. Parcel post, mail and baggage 
premiums. 

_?%. Hail premiums. 

8. Sprinkler leakage premiums, 

While the information on all prem. 
ums is called for, space is left in which 
to make claims for deductions, It jg 
the claims for deductions that wif 
bring up the question of the lawful tax, 


Only Half Have Filed 


It developed at the hearing that, out 
of more than 300 fire companies oper. 
ating in the county, only 150 had filed 

On some of those 
that had not reported the assessors had 
made an estimated return and added 
50 per cent penalty for failure to make 
a report. One of the very largest com- 
panies was thus down for an estimated 
premium income of $4,000 and a penalty 
of 50 per cent. In order to make up 
a proper record, Messrs. Hicks and 
Folonie agreed to cooperate with the 
board of review by having every stock 
company file a report. 


FORCING COMPANIES TO Pay 





Sioux City Agents Show How Assured 
May Try to Take Advantage 
of Situation 





Fred W. Colvin, an agent at Sioux 
City, Ia., who writes an insurance col- 
umn once a week for the Daily Tribune 
of his city, had the -following in his 
department recently: 

“When automobile insurance was un- 
der discussion at a recent Sioux City 
meeting, a lawyer present inquired if 
insurance agents when selling automo- 
bile insurance made it clear to the 
buyer that the policy covered only 
the latter’s ‘legal liability.’ He cited the 
case of an accident here where the 
wife of the assured was driving and 
according to her declaration and cor- 
robating evidence she was entirely 
blameless for the accident. The insur- 


ance company after investigation denied . 


liability. Later the woman’s husband, 
the assured himself, demanded that the 
insurance company pay the claim, 
threatening if such action was not 
taken to cancel all of his insurance 
with that company. Assuming that 
the wife was not mistaken and that the 
evidence showed she was not to blame 
there was no more reason why the in- 
surance company should pay the loss 
than there would have been for the hus- 
band to pay it, had he not carried in- 
surance. Furthermore, when he insisted 
that the agent who wrote the business 
must persuade his company to pay, he 
was endeavoring to get the agent to 
have a concern hand over money 
which it did not owe in order that it 
might be paid to another who was not 
entitled to it. 

“There is no question that an agent 
should explain as fully as possible the 
terms of the contract which he sells 
but when his company lives up to these 
terms, little more can be expected of it. 
Insurance companies are yearly paying 
millions of dollars to settle unjust 
claims which expense is of course fe- 
flected in the rates paid for insurance. 
The surest method for insurance 
buyers to pursue in their perpetual de- 
mand for lower rates is to accor frank 
and business-like cooperation to the 
insurance companies.” 





Prudential Entering Marine Field 


The Prudential Assurance of London, 
which until recently wrote exclusively 
life insurance, is starting in the marine 
business. The Royal Exchange Assur- 
ance will act as marine underwriter for 
the Prudential. 





Western Hail Meeting 


The annual meeting of the Western 
Hail Association will be held in Chicago, 
Nov. 17. 
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Local Agents 


When You Serve the Home of New York 
The Home of New York Serves You 


Simple, isn’t it? But a deal of truth and logic nevertheless. 


For an agent of THE HOME OF NEW YORK can not and need not do all the work himself- 


He isn’t the only motive power in a transaction that would otherwise be one sided. 


THE HOME OF NEW YORK believes in the practical theory that ‘‘many hands make light 


work;’’ which is why we add our own efforts to the activities of our agents so that a co-ordination 
of both will result in increased production and profit for the two parties. 


THE HOME Company NEW Y 


ELBRIDGE G. SNOW, President 











Aircraft, Automobiles (Complete Cover in Combination Policy), Crop Investment, Earth- 
quake. Explosion, Fire and Lightning, Flood, Hail, Marine (Inland and Ocean), Parcel 
Post, Profits and Commissions, Registered Mail, Rents, Rental Values, Riot and Civil 
Commotion. Sprinkler Leakage, Tourists’ Baggage, Use and Occupancy, Windstorm. 
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Importance of the Field Man 


During the past year, there has been a 
great changing about on the part of field 
men. Many have left one company to 
go with another offering a larger oppor- 
tunity, while a great number have left 
the field altogether in order to get into 
local agency work. Changes have been 
frequent. There are today many field 
vacancies in everv state. 

Companies have found it difficult to re- 
place field men. It has been no easy task 
to find successors to those who have left. 
As a result, such companies have let 
things drift along and where a man has 
left have been in no particular hurry to 
send another into the territory. Com- 
panies have noticed that in most cases the 
premiums have kept up or even shown 
an increase. 

This has led a number of company offi- 
cials to the conclusion that in these days 
field men are probably not so essential 
as formerly and that when one leaves, 
it is perhaps just as well that the field 
drift along without any supervision other 
than that from the home office. Some 
company officials are taking this view be- 
cause of the fact that without a field 
man looking after the territory, the pre- 
miums have kept coming in at the old 
rate or have even shown an increase. 

This is the wrong view of the situa- 
tion. While it may be true that the pre- 
mium income keeps up in these days, 
whether or not a field man is looking 
after the business, the company that is 
not keeping a special agent on the job 
in every state, cultivating business, stim- 
ulating agents and enlarging the agency 
plant, is making a serious mistake. These 
are very unusual times. Conditions are 
abnormal. Business is coming to the 
companies now without very much effort. 
Premiums are increasing in every state 
and on all classes. This is the high tide 
of insurance prosperity. 

But things cannot go on this way in- 
definitely. There is going to be a break 
sooner or later. In the not very remote 
future it is not going to be so easy to 
write fire insurance. Values will be 
smaller and there will not be so much 
business to be written. Premiums will 
commence to drop off. When that time 
comes the company that has had a field 
man on the job taking care of things 
will feel the loss less than the one that 
has been depending upon the field to take 
care of itself. 

At present most of the big increases 
are coming from the large cities. When 


more normal times come again the busi- 
ness from these large cities will take a 
big drop. There will be a sharp falling 
off. The companies will commence to 
depend upon the business from the 
smaller towns and on the smaller risks. 
The company that has had a field man 
looking after things will be able to make 
a showing. 

The field man gets out into the high- 
ways and byways. He plants an agency 
wherever there is a likely looking man 
to take charge of things. He gets into 
the small towns and starts agents writing 
dwelling houses and small mercantile 
risks. This is the backbone of the busi- 
ness. Premiums on risks of this kind 
are what keeps the fire insurance com- 
panies going. A company that wants an 
agency plant throughout a state must 
have a field man in the territory to ex- 
tend its operations, make frequent visits 
and do the cultivation work that is so 
necessary and important. 

Most agents represent a number of 
companies. There is ordinarily no par- 
ticular reason why they should favor 
any one company above another. All 
render about the same service. All write 
about the same lines. As a matter of 
fact, there is not a great deal of differ- 
ence between many of the first-class com- 
panies. As a consequence, when one com- 
pany gets more business out of an agency 
than another, it is a result of the work 
done by the special agent. In various 
ways, he manages to win the confidence 
and friendship of the local agents, with 
the result that he gets business coming 
his way. He puts his company on the 
map in a way that is not possible by 
mail, 

It is only natural that the value of this 
work should be minimized at this time. 
In the great volume of business that is 
being written, this sort of building is 
rather lost sight of. Premium receipts 
are so heavy that the time and effort 
being spent by field men is not regarded 
as of any special value. 

When more unfavorable conditions 
come: the companies that have kept field 
men in every state making their rounds 
in the usual way and carrying on their 
work, week after week, will feel the 
strain of the decrease in premiums much 
less than those companies that take the 
position that field men are more or less 
unnecessary adjuncts and can very well 
be dispensed with temporarily at least. 
Field men are still needed. 
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PERSONAL SIDE OF THE BUSINESS 








John M. Thomas, western manager 
of the Fire Association, has been 
elected a member of the board of direc- 
tors of the Fire Underwriters’ Asso- 
ciation of the Northwest to fill the un- 
expired term of Charles H. Coates, 
western manager of the National Lib- 
erty, who becomes an ex-officio mem- 
ber of the board by reason of his being 
elected president of the association. 


Carl F. Sturhahn, president of the 
Rossia of Hartford, was an exhibitor at 
the National Dairy Show in Chicago 
last week, where one of his bulls won 
a prize. 


Julian Weddell has taken charge of 
the insurance news department of the 
Chicago “Journal of Commierce,”’ the 
new business daily paper that has been 
established in the city by Andrew M. 
Lawrence, formerly connected with the 
Hearst publications. Mr. Weddell is a 
son of T. Rockefeller Weddell, editor 
of the “Insurance Post” of Chicago and 
veteran insurance newspaper man. 
Julian Weddell has been connected 
with the office of W. A. Alexander & 
Co., managers of the Fidelity & 
Casualty in Chicago. R. D. Bokum, a 
life insurance man, and son of the late 
R. D. Bokum, manager of the Mutual 
Benefit in Chicago, is looking after the 
insurance advertising of the new paper. 


The insurance interests of Boston 
and that section of New England lost a 
stalwart champion the past week in 
the death of Frederick W. Brown of 
the firm of Brown & Came, attorneys. 
Mr. Brown was the son of I. J. Brown, 
long prominent locally in agency and 
fire adjusting lines, and upon com- 
pleting his course at Harvard Univer- 
sity in 1891 and the Harvard Law 
School in 1894, speciahzed in the 
statutes relating to fire insurance con- 
tracts. He reached high standing in his 
profession and for many years had 
handled practically all the important 
legal business of local and_ special 
agents as well as for many companies. 
He was 53 years of age and leaves a 
widow and two sons. 


Among the Civil War veterans who 
attended the G. A. R. encampment at 
Indianapolis recently was James N. 
Brown, the well known adjuster of St. 
Louis. Mr. Brown enlisted in 1861 at 
the beginning of the war and served 
through the four years to the end. He 
participated in some of the notable 
engagements and marched with Sher- 
man to the sea and up through South 
Carolina. Mr. Brown is excellently pre- 
served and marched in the great parade. 
He has been identified with the fire in- 
surance business for over 50 years as 
field man and adjuster and has a splen- 
did record of profit making for his 
companies. He is the author of 
“Brown’s Estimates,” which has long 
been a popular book with field men and 
local agents, and he still keeps in touch 
with building values and makes periodic 
revisions of the book. In speaking of 
the outlook for changes in building 
values, he said last week that he be- 
lieved there are many indications that 
building costs will begin soon to show 
perceptible reductions though he does 
not anticipate that there will ever be a 
return to pre-war levels. There is al- 
ready a cut of 30 percent in wholesale 
lumber prices which will be reflected 
later in building costs along with grad- 
ual reductions in other materials. 


Senator Bradbury C. Coleman, man- 
ager of the Dayton Mutual of Dayton, 
O., was married last week to Miss Anna 
E. Thompson of New Castle, Ind. The 
marriage ceremony took place at New- 
port, Ky. Senator Coleman is one of 
the active men of Ohio. He owns a 
fine farm a couple of miles beyond the 
city limits of Dayton and lives there 
from spring until fall. He conducts a 





local agency in Dayton and is Progres- 
sive in his ideas. 


W. O. Chamberlin, formerly a wey 
known field man of Minnesota, being 
special agent of the Commercial Union 
now an active member of the promi. 
nent local agency firm of Chamberlin 
Hafkemeyer & Chamberlin, San Diego, 
Calif., is still pushing the propaganda 
of conservation and fire prevention jn 
his new field. In connection with the 
fire prevention program, he addressed 
an audience of 2300 high school sty: 
dents in the new stadium at San Diego 
and subsequently addressed an audience 
of 600 at the normal school. So suc- 
cessful were these meetings that the 
fire chief and municipal officers have 
asked him to address two prominent 
municipal meetings the early part of 
November. 

Mr. Chamberlin is really the father 
of presenting conservation and fire 
prevention ideas to school pupils. He 
urged the work for a number of years 
during ‘his travels in Minnesota. He 
invariably interests his audience and 
possesses the happy faculty of varying 
his method of presenting the facts to 
suit the mentality of the various school 
grades. 


E. J. MacDonald of Minneapolis, 
state agent of the North British in 
Minnesota, is all smiles these days, 
owing to the arrival at his home of a 
9-pound baby boy. Mr. MacDonald 
has served as president of the Minne- 
sota & North Dakota Board of Fire 
Underwriters and is one of the strong 
field men of the Northwest. 


E. R. Hamilton, who is well known 
in the west as an adjuster and who is 
now vice-president of the Maritime 
Salvage Association of New York, is 
on his way to the Pacific Coast. Mr. 
Hamilton has had an interesting ex- 
perience. Three or four years ago he 
was sent east by Johnson & Higgins to 
handle a big loss. Then came the 
Halifax disaster, when a ship loaded 
with high explosives for France was 
blown up in the Halifax harbor and 
nearly demolished the town. Mr. 


Hamilton was sent to Halifax and he 


spent six months there adjusting 
claims. Then he was called on for 
salvage work for the United States and 
the Allies, subsequently going with the 
Maritime Salvage Association. The. 
greatest salvage activities come in the 
winter, and owing to exposure Mr. 


Hamilton suffered a couple of severe 


attacks of pneumonia. Although an- 
other period of salvage activity is Just 
beginning, he is compelled to leave the 
Atlantic Coast for his health. 


Willett Kidd Boger, who recently 
resigned as eastern business represent- 
ative of the “American Insurance 
Digest,” has gone with the “Eastern 
Underwriter” in its advertising depart- 
ment. Mr. Boger is well known to 
insurance men, having been in the busi- 
ness of insurance journalism for several 
years. 


The marriage of W. George Thomas 
and Miss Katherine Beverly Leathers 
will be solemnized in Louisville Oct. 30. 
Mr. Thomas was formerly special agent 
of the Rochester department of the 
Great American in Virginia and North 
Carolina and is now engaged in an- 
other line of business in New York. 
He served overseas as an officer m 
the American army. 


There are systems for beating at poker, 
And methods for shaking the dice; 
There are schemes for playing the 

ponies; 
All hardly worth thinking of twice. 
But our interest isn’t in racing 
Nor in cards or any such trash— 
It’s in how to get in the business; 
The system that brings in the cash. 
—W. Lightfoot Bennett, Chicago. 
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—maintaining the income 





In the days of declining prices the insurance agent must 
push every possible source for maintaining his premium 
income. 


The agent who makes use of his multiple lines to full 
capacity will have little or no trouble in doing this. 


Recognizing this and other advantages of multiple lines 
the Peninsular Fire writes the following: 


Fire Transportation 
Tornado Farm Property 
Automobile Use © Occupancy 
Marine Mail 

Hail Sprinkler Leakage 





and other allied lines. 


PENINSULAR FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


Grand Rapids, Mich. 


COLON C. LILLIE J. FLOYD IRISH 


President Secretary & Managing 
Underwriter 
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% AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 








MOVE TO PROVIDE FEES 


A move was made by one of the) 
members of the Chicago Board at its | 
recent meeting to provide for the pay- | 


ment of fees by members of Class 1. At | Wennstrom, 


the present time the brokers are the | 
only ones connected with the board to | 
pay a fee. The board has had difficulty | 
in getting a sufficient number to attend | 
the quarterly meetings to make a 
quorum. Under the proposed plan a | 
Class I member will pay $50 a year 
membership fee. If his office is repre- 
sented at the quarterly meetings he will 
receive a credit of $10 for each. It is 
further provided that members of the 
executive committee be paid a fee for 
attending meetings. It was pointed out 
at the meeting that members of this 
committee give practically a half day | 
a week, sometimes more, to this im- 
portant work. 


* * * 
NEW MEMBERSHIP RECORD 


At the recent meeting of the Fire 
Underwriters’ Association of the North- 
west, 162 applications for membership 
were favorably passed upon. This beats 
all previous records, and in view of the 
fact that there was no contested elec- 
tion is rather remarkable. 

* * * 


KENTNER SEEKS MEMBERSHIP 


There has been posted an application 
for Western Union membership of 





| F. W. Kentner, assistant secretary of 


the Svea and vice-president of the Hud- 
son. The membership of these two 
companies is now in the name of J. M. 
manager and president, 
but it is desired that Mr. Kentner also 
hold membership in the same territory, 
with the understanding that there shall 
be but one vote. 
ok ae 


COMPLETE SMALL COMPANY BODY 


Representatives of about 25 of the 
small and medium-sized fire companies 
met in Chicago last week to complete 
the organization of the American As- 
sociation of Fire Insurance Companies, 
the preliminary organization of which 
was held in Chicago some months ago. 

The organization proposes to provide 
concerted action in the matter of se- 


| curing uniform legislation; to support 
| all measures that will protect the in- 


terest of the insurer and insured; to 
promote the perpetuation of the Ameri- 
can agency system, and to cooperate 
with other organizations having the 
same objects in view. 

For the purpose of administering 
the affairs of the organization effec- 
tively the territory is divided into five 
districts, each to be represented on the 
executive board by a vice-president. The 
officers of the new organization are: 
President, A. A. McKinley, president 
Western Alliance, Chicago; vice-presi- 
dent, District No. 1, Ray B. Smith, 





GEORGE M. LOVEJOY, Vice-President 
THOMAS C. TEMPLE, 


x = 
YOUR PROPERTY 
TH 


¢ 
IN e x. 
4 INSURANCE = 


COMPANY 
OF 


3 Net Surplus 


Vo 
"Forp. © 








EDWARD ‘wes President 


Surplus to Policyholders ... . 
Total Losses Paid ... 


Cash Capital - Theres Million Dollars 


Reinsurance Reserves ... . 
Reserve for Outstanding Losses and 
other liabilities . . . . 


Total Assets - - - 


OHN B. KNOX, Secretary 

GEORGE C. LONG, JR., Secretary 
FRED C. GUSTETTER, Ass’t Secretary 
F. MINOT BLAKE, Ass’t Secretary 


- $11,740,470.60 
95,259,732.00 


$8,213,006.94 


1,785,053.20 
8,740,470.60 


$21,738,530.74 


and all 
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WYNNE & KINSELLA .. 


General Agents for Michigan 
NEW AMSTERDAM CASUALTY COMPANY 


. a 
ted in Michig 


CAPITAL $1,000,000 





1554 Penobscot Bldg. : : 


: : Detroit, Mich. 











AGENTS 
IN UNOCCUPIED 


Y, 


54 Pine’Stee YORK 76W. 
PRESTON 


Limited, OF DUBLIN PATRIOTIC ASSURANCE COMPANY Founvep 1s2 


FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE, USE AND OCCU 
WHO DESIRE SUPERIOR COMPANY REPRESENTATION, 
IED TERRITORY, ARE INVITED TO NEGOTIATE. 


UNITED STATES BRANCH WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
6 W. Monroe St. CHICAGO. SAN FRANCISC 
T. Y US. Mg. JOHN F. STAFFORD, Mgr. C. A. HENRY General Agent. 


PANCY, SPRINKLER 


PACIFIC COAST DEPT. 








Inspections 


” herewith 
all those who sormulate iusurance laws desi, 
20 years in this field. —Dixit at Facit— 

Office with Knight, Smith & Co. 
Room 1568 Ins. Exchange, CHICAGO, ILL. Phone Wabash 3033 





in_ Chicago, Cook County and the Greater Mz2tropotitan District. 

This inspectorate very properly gauges the expectancy of fire risks 

and intelligently anticipates events before they occur. 

sells this talent to companies, agents, brokers and the business public, 

tendering counsel to all State Insurance Officials, Legislative and Municipal Committees and 
i ed for the public weal. 


QThe undersigned 


C. W. PIERCE 


Independent Inspector and Fire Prevention Counselor 








241-44 LEMCKE ANNEX 


THEODORE STEIN, JR. 


GENERAL AGENT FOR INDIANA 


GLOBE INDEMNITY COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
AGENTS WANTED IN INDIANA 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 








J. G. HUBBELL, Mgr. 





NATIONAL INSPECTION CO. 


108 So. LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO 


INSPECTION OF HEAVY RISKS 





H. B. CHRISSINGER, Asst. Mgr. 








president Excelsior Fire, Syracuse, 
N. Y.;- District No. 2, C. A. Palmer, 
president Inter-State Fire, Detroit; Dis- 
trict No. 4, P. F. Zimmer, president 
Omaha Liberty Fire; secretary-treas- 
urer, John W. Brooks, general. man- 
ager Western Alliance. Districts 3 and 
5, which comprise the southern and 
Pacific coast states, were not repre- 
sented at the meeting, and the execu- 
tive committee was authorized to ap- 
point a vice-president for these two 
sections. 

A committee, headed by President 
McKinley, representing the organiza- 
tion, will attend the annual meeting of 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents at Des Moines this week. It is 
the intention of the American Associa- 
tion of Fire Insurance Companies to 
cooperate with local agents with the 
idea that the conservation of small and 
medium-sized fire companies will prove 
mutually beneficial. 


+ 


* * 
CHICAGO PREMIUM RETURNS 


Additional companies reporting their 
total premium writings for the year 
ending June 30 to the city collector for 
taxation purposes are shown below: 





1920. 1919. 
Alpeee fo50. Ser eet $ 43,932 $ 37,430 
DN ae | TR ae ee 3,5 5,289 
Colonial:::Neo FY. os es is. 23,264 9,104 
PRMUGET SOE. 5 os < Salew is 3,522 5,178 
Globe, Pa. ... : 47,750 37,005 
Moir. wipe... 3... 5,450 7,33 
Mechan, Mut. .. 3,942 6,078 
Nat. Ben Prank. «...... 86,625 67,458 
New Brunswick ...... 63,047 45,081 
REMRDIS, (OL ace oe sgn ais 27,538 14,439 
ee ESS ) IR Ree ae 6,887 9,696 


State Mut. ........122. 


NO ACTION ON LICENSE CASES 


That there will be some difficulty and 
no little confusion in the attempt of 
the Chicago city authorities to enforce 
the recently enacted brokers’ license 
ordinance was evidenced Monday when 
the cases scheduled to come up before 
the license branch of the municipal 
court for violation of the ordinance 
were either dismissed or continued. 

The suit against Fred B. Mason, gen- 
eral agent of the Aetna Life, and Harry 
A. Davis and J. D. Taylor, brokers who 
place their insurance with Mr. Mason, 
was reported at the city prosecutor’s 
office was continued until Nov. 15. E. H. 
Carmack, general agent of the State 
Mutual Life, and Harve G. Badgerow 
and N. J. Westerhold of the Rockwood- 
Badgerow Company, named in a second 
suit, were scheduled for a hearing at 2 
o‘clock Monday afternoon, but the 
cases were non-suited upon presentation 
of evidence that licenses had already 
been procured. 

Mr. Badgerow and Mr. Westerhold 
were represented by the attorney of the 
Rockwood-Badgerow Company, who 
brought with him a broker’s license 
made out in the name of the Rock- 
wood-Badgerow Company. Upon pres- 
entation of this license the cases were 
immediately dismissed. The explana- 
tion given for naming the men in the 
suit was that some mistake had been 
made in checking over the files of the 
city license department. 

The action in dismissing the suit 
establishes a precedent which may prove 
dangerous in the future enforcement of 
the ordinance. The question now 
arises as to whether a person is exempt 
from payment of the license fee if the 
office or agency which employs him 
carries a broker's license. If the de- 
cision in the Rockwood-Badgerow Com- 
pany case is to be abided by, all per- 
sons connected with brokerage houses 
having a license in the name of the 
concern, and who place all of their busi- 
ness through the office they represent, 
are not required to take out a license. 

Mr. Badgerow said he did not under- 
stand how his name or that of Mr. 
Westerhold had been brought to the at- 
tention of the license authorities. He 
produced the license which showed the 
agency to be in good standing, and said 
that a license had been taken out every 
year. He also declared that he has 





not brokered a piece ef business in his 
own name for over seven years. 
* Oe OX 


INSURANCE CLUB OF CHICAGO 


One of the most interesting and best 
attended meetings ever held by the 
Insurance Club of Chicago was ‘called 
to order by President Herbert A. Clark 
in the auditorium of the Insurance Ex. 
change, Tuesday evening. The two 
features standing out most prominently 
on the program were the singing of 
the Columbia Male Quartet and the 
forceful address delivered by Attorney 
Frank Comerford on the subject of 
“Problems of Reconstruction.” 

J. Irving Fiery, chairman of the 


‘membership committee, outlined plans 


for a monstrous membership drive, 
which began yesterday and will con- 
tinue until October 31. The club now 
has an active membership of 560. Mr. 
Fiery called attention to the fact that 
there are over 4,000 men and women 
in the insurance business in Chicago 
who are eligible to membership. A 
“boosters” committee consisting of 75 
members has been appointed and will 
canvass every insurance office in the 
city to obtain new members. This 
committee will be divided into teams. 
there being nine fire teams and three 
casualty. Each team will have at its 
head a captain and will be assigned 
a special territory in which to work. 
Meetings of the club will be held 
once every month this year, instead of 
every two weeks as was done last year. 
Social entertainment and technical dis- 
cussions will be blended into one pro- 
gfam at these meetings so that each 
gathering may prove interesting and 
profitable. The Insurance Institute of 
America, which is affiliated with the 
club, began its activities Tuesday even- 
ing with an eel ear of 75 members. 


INSURANCE CLUB GRADUATES 


The Insurance Club of Chicago, under 
the auspices of the Insurance Institute 
of America, has awarded diplomas to 
the following, who have completed the 
three-year fire course: Richard K. Ives 
and Charles J. Och, Aetna; Cornelius 
Smith, Springfield. 

Certificates for one year’s work in 
the fire course have been awarded to 
Vernon Baker, National Liberty; Grant 
C. Bisel, Arthur E. Holt, J. L. Brill 
and Joseph Maloney. Aetna; Elmer J. 
Fischer, Hanover; R. K. Hill, C. N. 
Smith and James M. Chestnut. Spring- 
field; L. C. Peterson and R. N. Smith, 
Sun; C. F. Sturgeon, Critchell, Miller, 
Whitney and Barbour: Robert De Blois, 
Joseph C. Knight & Co. 

Diplomas in the casualty class have 
been given to L. R. Baker, formerly 
assistant secretary of the Chicago 
Board, and J. L. Brill, Aetna; and 
casualty certificates have been awarded 
to M. W. Loh and A. A. Sandusky, 
Conkling, Price & Webb. 

* * 2 
FARM TOBACCO AND HAY 


It is rumored that some companies 
are not adhering strictly to the com- 
mission agreement as regards farm to- 
bacco and hay. At the last semi-an- 
nual meeting of the Western Union, 
the rules were changed so as to limit 
the commissions to 15 percent on farm 
tobacco and hay when written specific- 
ally for one year or less, this to apply 
to all such risks, whether written by 
recording agents, soliciting agents or 
farm departments. 

In view of statements being received, 
it has been found necessary to call the 
roll and ascertain definitely whether 
all members have instructed both the 
receiving and farm departments of this 
change and are limiting commissions to 
15 per cent on the ea referred to. 


At the quarterly meeting of the Chi- 
eazo Board the rule covering stocks and 
merchandise, which heretofore could not 
be written for longer than 15 months, 
was amended to permit coverage for an 
extended period pro rata of the annual 
rate. The new executive committee 


members elected were: W. A. Chapman, 
Fireman’s Fund; J. I. Naghten of John 
Naghten & Co.; R. N. Crawford of Craw- 
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The Factor of Depreciation 






One of the most important factors in insurance computation is 
the amount of actual accrued depreciation. 


Insurance is paid upon the basis of the actual cash value, which 
is determined by deducting the total amount of actual accrued 
depreciation from replacement new values. 


This depreciation is a necessary de- 
duction and should not be estimated by 
more or less approximate methods. 


Many concerns who are large buyers 
of insurance have adopted the practice 
of arbitrarily setting aside a certain amount 
in a depreciation reserve account. 


This is frequently done without any 
consideration of actual condition, average 
life, salvage value, or of the numerous 
other important depreciation factors. 


These assured have attacked the depre- 


ciation question from the standpoint of 
net earnings. Large net earning means 
a heavy depreciation. In lean years de- 
preciation is passed up with ‘‘a lick and 
a promise.” 


From an insurance standpoint such 
methods are nothing short of an eco- 
nomic crime. 


A correct appraisement shows the 
actual accrued depreciation. From this 
standpoint alone our report is worth 
much more than it costs. 


‘i We have some startling facts that have converted a great many property owners who did not see the 
light because they thought the local agent was simply talking for more insurance. 
Maybe we can help because we are disinterested authorities in this line. 


The |loyd-Thomas Co. 





RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 






CHICAGO 


BRANCHES: Cincinnati, Cleveland, Detroit, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, 


Buffalo, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Toronto and Memphis. 
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ford & Co.; J. R. Wilbur, Continental; 
P. B. Hosmer of R. W. Hosmer & Co.; 
A. I. Wolff, Coffey, Wolff & Co. 


se 
Frank Wager Fox, for the past three 
and one-half years inspector and special 
agent for the Aetna, has been appointed 
Cook County special agent of the com- 
pany succeeding the late Frank J. 
McCabe. 


+ * » 
John A, Campbell, assistant secretary 


.of the Home, was in Chicago last week 


on his way to Des Moines. 
- * * 


F. J. MeFadden, manager of the im- 
proved risk department of the Home at 
its home office, was in Chicago last week 
conferring with the western improved 
risk field men of the company. 

- * * 


E. B. Boyd, underwriting manager of 
the Yorkshire, with James Hamilton, 
English manager of the company, and 
Mrs. Hamilton were in Chicago this 
week. Mr. and Mrs, Hamilton are on a 
world tour and left Chicago for Van- 
couver and will later go to Australia. 

» * * 

E. C. Thather, for the past 38 years 
with the Queen, died last Sunday, 
age 55. Mr. Thather began with the 
Queen as a junior clerk in its west- 
ern department, filled various desks, 
and for the past 30 years has been an 
examiner. He had_ supervision over 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Wisconsin and Mis- 
souri. Mr. Thather was the oldest ex- 
aminer in the employ of the company 
and the oldest employee in point of 
service. 

* > * 

Harry Helm, who has been an exam- 
iner in the western department of the 
Hartford, has gone with the R. B. Jones 
& Sons Agency at Kansas City, Mo., as 
office manager. 

* * * 

Everard Stokes, United States manager 
of the Royal Exchange, was in Chicago 
this week on his way to the local agents 
meeting at Des Moines. 

* * * 

Ross Baker, formerly an examiner for 
the Netherlands, has gone with the west- 
ern department of the Northern of Eng- 
land as an examiner. 


* * 
Mrs. C. H. Hartnell, wife of an ad- 
juster for the Home, transferred re- 





cently from Indianapolis to the Chicago 

field, died Tuesday. Burial will be at 

the home of her parents at Tampico, III. 
* * x* 

Vice-President John Marshall of the 
Fireman’s Fund arrived in Chicago from 
New York on Monday and then went to 
Des Moines to attend the meeting of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents. He will return to Chicago 
spend a few days in the city and then 
visit the southern department before re- 
turning to San Francisco. 

* * * 

J. Wiley Burden of the Chicago local 
agency of Flagg & Burden, has sold his 
interest in the agency to Harold S. Flagg 
and withdrawn. Mr. Flagg will conduct 
the agency alone. Mr. Burden was for- 
merly manager of the automobile de- 
partment of the Pennsylvania Fire in the 
west and will reenter the automobile 
field in some capacity. 

* ~ * 


Perry J. Hobbs, formerly general ad- 
juster of the Hartford Fire in the west- 
ern department, who retired a number of 
years ago on a pension to make his 
home in southern California, has been 
visiting in Chicago. He still retains his 
official residence there, but will spend 
several months with a son near Joliet, 
Il. Prana 

Gardner Read, the well known Chicago 
broker, who has been connected with the 
office of Fred S. James & Co. for 15 
years, has taken quarters for himself in 
Room 1030 Insurance Exchange. 

ee: 

Assistant Manager Clarence E. Porter 
of the Commercial Union spent several 
days last week at the western depart- 
ment in Chicago. 

ee oe 

Sheldon Catlin, vice-president; Charles 
R. Tuttle, western manager, and H. A. 
Miller, superintendent of agencies in the 
western department of the North Amer- 
ica, are in Des Moines this week attend- 
ing the annual convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents. 


Miss Annie Teunisson, insurance agent 
at Summit, Miss., was recently killed 
in an accident. Miss Teunisson was in 
the insurance business for fifteen years 
or more and represented some of the 
most prominent companies entered in 
Mississippi. Miss Teunisson’s sister will 
continue the business as heretofore. 


WESTERN BRANCH OFFICE 
Insurance Exchange Bldg. 


CHICAGO 























ELEVATOR MEN FOR COOPERATION 


From field sources it is learned that, 
inspired by the efficient manner in 
which grain in terminal elevators has 
been handled through associated effort 
by the underwriters, the Elevators As- 
sociation, which controls nearly 18,000 
elevators throughout the West and the 
Northwest, having some 7,000 such 
properties in Minnesota alone, will ask 
that a like arrangement be effected with 
it. No such suggestion has yet been 
made to company executives, but THE 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER has very definite 
advices that it will be presented by the 
grain men in the near future. 


* OK OK 
IMPROVEMENT IN BUSINESS 


Eastern fire. insurance officials say 
that while there is some improvement 
in the volume of business being done 
just now cancellations are more fre- 
quent and collections more difficult to 
make. The improvement in business 
is noticeable in all classes, particularly 
storage lines. Cancellations on cloth- 
ing and fur business have been espe- 
cially heavy. 

There has been an increase in the 
amount of riot and civil commotion 
business. The demand comes chiefly 
from the south and is stimulated by the 
threat of “night riders” in the cotton 
belt. Considerable business on cotton 
seed oil mills and cotton gins is re- 


ported. 
* *k Ok 


INVESTIGATING BACK TAXES 


The representatives of the internal 
revenue department, who have been 
investigating the status of some of the 
local agencies in the large cities to as- 
certain whether they should be taxed 





VIEWED FROM*NEW YORK 


By G. A. WATSON 











for their 1917 returns as personal sery- 
ice concerns or on the basis of those 
having capital invested in the business, 
have now completed their work. They 
left a questionnaire with the agencies 
involved so that complete information 
could be secured. The internal revenue 
department seems to take the position 
that some of the agencies extend credit 
to assured far beyond the normal point 
and thus can be Said to have capital 
invested in the business. This applies 
also to those who take brokerage busi- 
ness and grant brokers a long time in 
which to pay balances. However, the 
agencies claim that their business is 
essentially a personal service business. 
The inquiry does not apply to any year 
except 1917, as since that time the law 
has been amended so that insurance 
agencies are specifically regarded as 
personal service concerns, 
*k xk * 
CONDITIONS IN U. S. AND CANADA 


A Canadian underwriter who was in 
the States for several days recently 
commented upon what seemed to him 
to be the sharp decrease in prices on 
many articles here in this country. He 
said that while prices were going down 
in Canada, there were not such decided 
declines as seemed to be present here. 
Consequently it was not necessary in 
Canada for companies to exercise such 
great care in examination of large lines 
on industries and mercantile establish- 
ments. In the first place, Canadian 
underwriters had not plunged so far 
into the writing of large lines as had 
the American companies and the less 
sharp decline in prices also made it less 
necessary to reinspect at this time. 
Some reductions were being made, he 
said, but they were not nearly so pro- 
nounced as in the United States. 
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Automobile Insurance Company 


of Hartford, Conn. 
MORGAN G. BULKELEY, President 


CASH CAPITAL 
$2,000,000 


ASSETS 
$11,022,207.23 


LIABILITIES, EXCEPT CAPITAL 
$6,966,656.56 


SURPLUS TO POLICY HOLDERS 
$4,055,550.67 


FIRE AND ALLIED LINES 


Fire, Tornado, Rents, Profits, Lightning, Explosion, 
Commissions, Leasehold, Riot and Civil Commo- 
tion, Sprinkler Leakage, Use and Occupancy, Auto- 


mobiles, Aircraft, Floaters. 


OCEAN AND INLAND MARINE LINES 
Hulls, Cargoes, Merchandise, Specie, Builders’ Risks, 
War Risks, Registered Mail, Transportation, Motor 
Truck Contents, Salesmen’s Samples, Personal Ef- 
fects Floaters, Parcel Post, Tourists’ Baggage. 


Affiliated with 
AETNA LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
AETNA CASUALTY & SURETY CO. 








UNITED STATES BRANCH 
206-208 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


FIRE 
TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE 
SPRINKLER LEAKAGE 


‘HORATIO N. KELSEY 
United States Manager 
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DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 


Insurance Company 
41-43 John R. Street 
DETROIT - - - - - 


’ PHILIP BREITMEYER, Pres. 


MICHIGAN 








GEORGE K. MARCH, Sec. & Gen. Mgr. | 











Capital and Surplus 


$250,000.00 
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Reinsurance 


American Merchants 
Fire Insurance Company 
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Kansas City ~ Missouri 























CHANGES IN THE FIELD 4 











Thomas C. Collins 


Thomas. C. Collins has been ap- 
pointed special agent of the automobile 
department of the Columbia of New 
Jersey for Ohio and Indiana, with head- 
quarters in Columbus. Mr. Collins re- 
ceived his first experience with ‘the 
American Central in St. Louis and later 
with the Northern Assurance in that 
city. 


W. P. Canterbury 


W. P. Canterbury has been ap- 
pointed special agent of the Delaware 
Underwriters for Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Iowa with headquarters in Minne- 
apolis. Manager Thomas L. Wilson of 
the Delaware Underwriters has been 
on a western trip and secured Mr. 
Canterbury while he was in the north- 
west. Mr. Canterbury has been travel- 
ing for the Central National in the 
northwest, since leaving the General 
Inspection Bureau a few years ago. He 
succeeds William J. Mitchell who goes 
with the Alliance and Philadelphia 
Underwriters. 





A. C. House 


A. C. House has been appointed state 
agent of the Pittsburgh Underwriters 
in Ohio, with headquarters at Colum- 
bus. He succeeds G. R. Goodsell, who 
recently went with the Continental 
group as state agent in West Virginia. 
Mr. House was once associated with 
the Factory Insurance Association in 
the east and south and later with the 
Texas Inspection Bureau. 





H. M. Hare 


H. M. Hare of Lima, O., has nek 


appointed Ohio state agent of the Na- 
tional Union of Pittsburgh, succeeding 
George Diebold, who has gone to the 
Pacific Coast. Mr. Hare was formerly 
special agent for the Glens Falls in 
Ohio, and then went into the local busi- 
ness at Celina, O. He gave up his 
agency to enter military service, and 
after returning from the war connected 
with the National-Ben Franklin in Ohio 
and Michigan. Mr. Hare was appointed 
special agent of the National Union 
just about a year ago. The company, 
therefore, has recognized his ability 
and promoted him to the state agency. 





H. N. Wood and J. W. Mark 


H. N. Wood of Omaha, Nebr., who 
for many years has had supervision of 
Iowa for the North British, has re- 
linquished the eastern portion of the 
state which will, in the future be 
looked after by J. W. Mark, who has 
been made state agent for the eastern 
portion of Iowa with headquarters at 
Muscatine. Mr. Wood and D. H. War- 
field, special agent, will continue to 
handle western Iowa. 





John C. Brown 


John C. Brown of Richmond, IIL, 
who has been special agent of the Globe 
of Pennsylvania in Illinois, Michigan 
and Wisconsin, has been appointed 
Wisconsin state agent of the National 
Liberty, succeeding Frank E. Halle, 
who resigned recently. Mr. Brown was 
for seven years a local agent at Rock- 
ford, Ill., and later became state agent 
in Illinois and Wisconsin for the Insur- 
ance Company of the State of Illinois. 
He has had an excellent insurance 
training. 





J. E. Smith 


J. E. Smith, formerly of the home of- 
fice of the Great American, has been 
appointed special agent for that com- 
pany for Maryland, Delaware and the 
District of Columbia, succeeding Harry 
G. Spaulding, who was promoted to the 
superintendency of agents for the south- 





eastern territory. Mr. Smith will make 
his office in Baltimore. 





John R. Clevlen 


John R. Clevlen, for the past year 
special agent of the American Eagle in 
Nebraska, has been appointed Michigan 
state agent of the company with head- 
quarters at Lansing. 





N. L. Hughes and J. E. Carothers 


The Newark Fire has divided its New 
York field. N. L. Hughes will travel 
in the eastern part of the state and J. E. 
Carothers the western section. 





J. E. Thompson 


J. E. Thompson, special agent of the 
City of New York in New Jersey, has 
resigned. 





H. H. Thorton 


The Queen announces the appointment 
as of Nov. 1, H. H. Thorton as special 
agent for eastern Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land, Delaware and the District of Co- 
lumbia, succeeding Sigourney F. Nin- 
inger, recently taken to the home office 
as general agent. Mr. Thorton will make 
his headquarters in Philadelphia, 


Edward H. White 


Edward H. White has been appointed 
executive special agent of the London 
& Scottish. 


R. C. HOSMER IN NEW POST 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 
took a similar position for the Phoenix, 

of Hartford. 

Mr. Hosmer has been one of the most 
active men in the various organizations. 
He served as president of the Illinois 
State Board in 1916-17, he was the first 
chairman of the Illinois Conservation 
Association, is on the scholarship com- 














R. C. HOSMER 


mittee of the Fire Underwriters’ Asso- 
ciation of the Northwest and, at the 
last meeting of the Northwest Asso- 
ciation, he was chosen secretary. Mr. 
Hosmer is a likable man who has con- 
tributed materially to the business in 
many ways. In going to his new post 
tion he takes a splendid experience. He 
has a host of friends who are always 
backing him. 

He is the son of Frank B. Hosmer, 
first special agent in the west for the 
Scottish Union, and a nephew of R. W. 
Hosmer, Chicago agent. 





Bament Celebrates Birthday 


William N. Bament, general adjuster 
of the Home, celebrated his sixty- 
second birthday this week. Mr. Bament 
is recognized as one of the leading au- 
thorities of the country on adjustment 
questions. 
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TO PROBE CONDITIONS 
IN EXCEPTED CITIES 


Western Insurance Bureau Will 
Make Effort to Check Abuses 
That Have Arisen 


AGAINST RAILWAY POOL 


Members Decide Time Is Inopportune 
for Organization As Such to 
Take Up That Line 





BRIAR CLIFF MANOR, N. Y., Oct. 
15.—Three highly important decisions 
were reached by members of the West- 
ern Insurance Bureau at their semi- 
annual gathering here. The first action 
dealt with the automobile situation; the 
second, of scarcely less concern, had to 
do with agency conditions in certain 
“excepted cities,” while the third 
recorded the refusal of the organiza- 
tion, as such, to embark in the railway 
insurance business. 


While the resolutions adopted with 
respect to agency conditions in the ex- 
cepted cities of Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
St. Louis and Chicago relate more im- 
mediately to the fire business, they yet 
have a bearing upon the automobile 
department and undoubtedly will be 
studied as a whole. Briefly these, 
unanimously adopted after a strong 
presentation of the subject by the large 
cities committee, offered through its 
chairman, Charles E. Sheldon, vice- 
president and western manager of the 
American, provide for the consideration 
by the conference committee of the sit- 
uation in each of the centers above 
named, where conditions were held to 
be “well-nigh intolerable.” 


Commissions at Extravagant Figure 


Each of the cities named has been 
“excepted” for years, and companies 
were thus free to appoint agents and 
grant commissions as they willed un- 
hampered by regulations of any kind, 
Taking advantage of this freedom, 
offices, union and bureau alike, have 
been vying with one another for the 
favor of local agents, and commissions 
have been forced up to extravagant 
figures. Special allowances of all kinds 
are granted, making the margin of pre- 
mium received by the companies for 
the payment of claims look like the 
proverbial “thirty cents.” There is no 
uniformity either in the amount or the 
manner of paying commissions; some 
offices favoring the graded and others 
the flat scale. At St. Louis a favorite 
subterfuge is to grant the direct writing 
offices extra allowances, for supervising 
the offerings of sub-agents. Local men 
at St. Louis are credited with having 
grown so powerful of late as to sharply 
resent any attempted curtailment of 
their self-styled “rights” by company 
executives, a challenge that the latter 
have accepted and are now prepared to 
make a vigorous fight upon if need be. 

At Chicago investigation will be made 
of the relations between the companies 
and their Class I agents; the relations 
to the local business of companies main- 
taining salaried offices or general agen- 
cies in the city, and of reputed viola- 
tions of the commission rule with 
brokers and with Class II agents. 
Multiple partnerships in agency and 
brokerage offices will also be carefully 
scrutinized. 


Charge Too Free Adjustments 


Another practice in Chicago that 
came in for a severe scoring, and is to 
be taken up at an early date, is that of 
too free adjustments. Many companies 
allow their local men to settle small 
losses without reference to higher au- 





thority; a concession, it. was asserted, 
that had been greatly abused, agents 
paying claims, not upon their merit, but 
mainly with the idea of influencing ad- 
ditional premiums because of liberal 
treatment. Not only is this held to be 
decidedly unfair to the companies and 
to honest claimants, but it is distinctly 
opposed to public policy, and tends to 
bring the fire insurance business into 
serious disrepute. 

To remedy this condition the forma- 
tion of a loss committee similar to that 
had in New York City for some years 
past, and which has operated so satis- 
factorily, is proposed. 


Host of Agents Named 


In their eagerness for premium income 
companies have been appointing agents 
in and about the cities above named 
with a freedom that can only mean 
future trouble. In Cuyahoga county, 
Ohio, alone one strong foreign office is 
credited with having no less than 140 
local representatives, all scrambling for 
business and competing not alone with 
outside interests, but among themselves 
for its procurement, 

While the fire record of Chicago, Cleve- 
land and Cincinnati has been very fair 
for several years past, that of St. Louis 
has been nothing to brag of, and even 
in the centers first mentioned there have 
been several severe fires of late which 
have taken heavy toll of the insurance 
companies, evidencing that a change in 
former good fortune might occur at any 
time and the companies forced to pay 
Gearly for the privilege of showing 
largely increased incomes. 

Omaha, it was agreed by the bureau, 
is to be taken out of the “excepted city” 
class and in future will be governed as 
is the major portion of the western ter- 
ritory. The drift in managerial circles 
is distinctly against “excepted” centers, 
experience having demonstrated that 
freedom of action is too often construed 
as license, and practices are indulged in 
that tend to undermine the legitimate 
agency structure. Company men find it 
hard to justify to outside agents the 
commissions and _ special allowances 
granted representatives in favored terri- 
tory and are continually in hot water 
as a consequence. 


Against Railway Pool 


Without a dissenting voice the recom- 
mendation of the special committee ap- 
pointed at the annual gathering of the 
bureau in April last to study the rail- 
way insurance situation, with a possible 
view to the creation of a pool among 
members of the organization for writing 
this class of indemnity, was assented to 
and the committee discharged. The com- 
mittee, of which Robe Bird, vice-presi- 
dent of the Milwaukee Mechanics, was 
chairman and E. E. Cole, president of 
the National Union, and F. M. Gund, 
western manager of the North River and 
the United States Fire, were associate 
members, reported adversely to the sug- 
gestion. The committee found as a re- 
sult of its study that fully 80 percent of 
the railway insurance of the country 
was controlled by leading brokers, lo- 
cated principally in New York, Chicago 
and Boston, and placed with either one 
or the other of the two great railway 
insurance writing syndicates of the land 
—the Railway Insurance Association of 
New York and the Railway Underwriters 
of Chicago, managed respectively by 
Charles N. Rambo and George M. Fisher. 
Each of these organizations conducts its 
affairs with a small though well trained 
staff of experts and secures its business 
at an average cost of 22 percent or three 
points higher than was paid _ several 
years ago. Rates for the railway busi- 
ness are predicated upon experience 
iables, modified or increased according 
to the conditions surrounding particu- 
lar hazards or classes of risks. Conflict- 
ing reports were had as to the experience 
of the two underwriting bodies, but, gen- 
eraly speaking, it was felt that the 
record of the eastern syndicate had not 
been particularly inviting prior to the 
assumption by Mr, Rambo of its man- 
agement, while the administration of 
Mr. Fisher’s association, on the other 
hand, had been uniformly successful. 


Expect Hazard to Increase 


It was pointed out that the railways 
of the country would require not less 
than $300,000,000 for the purchase of new 
rolling stock, improvement of road beds 
and the like within the next few years 
and that the major portion of the funds 
to be raised would be spent in such di- 
rection, leaving but scant margin for the 
betterment of stations and terminal 
warehouses. Under government control 





the fire loss of the roads had been re- 
duced to a minimum, through the con- 
stant inspection of hazards by’a large 
corps of trained: fire prevention en- 
gineers. Now that this service has been 
reduced the thought of the committee 
was that the fire hazard of the proper- 
ties would increase. In the light of the 
conditions above referred to it was the 
unanimous opinion of the special com- 
mittee that the present would not be a 
propitious time for bureau companies to 
form a railway pool and counsel against 
such action, 

This will likely end all talk of rail- 
way insurance in bureau circles for a 
period at least. Few of the members of 
the organization enthused over the idea, 
though well content to have it carefully 
invested. The prevailing sentiment was 
that railway insurance was a particu- 
larly hazardous business, requiring for 
its handling large capital and heavy re- 
insurance facilities. Its management, 
moreover, calls for highly specialized 
training and men capable of directing 
the business are few and far between. 
The National of Hartford, it was re- 
called, ceased writing railway insurance 
some months ago, after an extended and 
none too profitable experience. 


Report on Denver Situation 


According to the report of the super- 
visory committee, submitted by its chair- 
man, Neal Bassett, the general agency 
situation at Denver, which was distress- 
ing a year ago, has been largely cleared 
up, but two general agencies in the city 
having failed to come into line. The 
committee is still at work and expects 
shortly to report that all offices have 
subscribed to the new organization. Den- 
ver being in the mountain territory, the 
situation there was and is being dealt 
with by a committee made up of repre- 
sentatives of the Union, the Bureau and 
the Pacific Board. 

The report of the executive committee, 
of which C. H, Coates is chairman, dealt 
almost wholly with automobile prob- 
lems, action upon which by the bureau 
Was as above recorded. 


Grain and Terminal Elevators 


Conditions with respect to grain and 
terminal elevators and the loss experi- 
ence of the companies therewith were 
defined by Fred A. Rye, who has general 
supervision over this class of hazards. 
By virtue of the admirable prevention 
arrangements, constant and intelligent 
inspections and cordial cooperation upon 
the part of the grain men, the experience 
with grain elevators has been thoroughly 
satisfactory to all interests and the 
strong probabilities are that the grain 


pool will be maintained indefinitely. 


A plea for greater cooperation in the 
important work of the committee on 
publicity and education was made by its 
chairman, B. Auerbach. Chambers of 
commerce and other business men’s or- 
ganizations, Mr. Auerbach said, were 
highly appreciative of the fire preven- 
tion literature put forth by the commit- 
tee and realized the unselfish attitude of 
the underwriters in supplying it. 

Relations between the Union and the 
Bureau, it was reported by the confer- 
ence committee, continue cordial. The 
latter body has concurred in all legisla- 
tion proposed by the former save that 
affecting automobile insurance. In the 
matter of grain coverage, rules affecting 
the writing of tornado business, use and 
occupancy, and in the determination to 
carry on conservation and general edu- 
cational work among the insuring public 
the two organizations are in complete 
accord. 


Progress With Uniform Forms 


No less than eighteen states, it was 
said by the Uniform Forms committee, 
are now using uniform forms. A revision 
of the alterations and repairs permit, 
with a view to amplifying its scope and 
clarifying certain features regarding 
which agents in Indiana had been con- 
tentious, had been effected and no fur- 
ther trouble from this source was antici- 
pated either from agents or the Indiana 
department. 

Some months ago the local men of Cin- 
cinnati found fault with the enforced 
use in their city of many of the uniform 
forms and filed a severe protest with the 
company managers. A visit of repre- 
sentatives of the Union and the Bureau 
to Cincinnati resulted in a very satis- 
factory adjustment of the entire matter. 

There is no important litigation now 
before the bureau. The final disposition 
of the surcharge case in Michigan, which 
had been hanging fire for months, was 
noted, and reference was made to the 
situation at Coffeyville, Kan. That city 
imposed a heavy municipal tax upon fire 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE '30) 





INCOME TAX QUESTION 
STIRS LOCAL AGENTS 


Probe by Internal Revenue De. 
partment May Mean Large 
Increase in Burden 





INVESTED CAPITAL KEy 


Threatened Change in Classification 
Involves Large Sums That May 
Be Called For 


Local agents are much aroused over 
the investigation that is being made by 
the Internal Revenue Department as 
to the tax returns of local agents, and 
especially incorporated local agencies, 
Primarily, the probe is being made as 
to 1917 returns, but many feel that the 
returns for all the years since the tax 
was inaugurated will be _ involved. 
Local agents have paid taxes on the 
basis of their being personal service 
concerns the same as doctors, lawyers 
or architects. 


Large Sums in Back Taxes 


If the department succeeds in prov- 
ing that agencies must be taxed on 
basis of capital invested in the busi- 
ness, it will be a body blow, because it 
will mean the exaction of large sums of 
money on the business of previous 
years. The money earned during that 
period has been distributed. The in- 
quisitors have been in Chicago, New 
York, and other large cities, going over 
the books of the more important of- 
fices. Questionnaires have been left 
with these offices to be filled out and 
returned to the department at Wash- 
ington. 

Incorporated Agencies the Targets 


The incorporated agencies seem to 
be the special targets, although part- 
nerships are being put under the X-ray 
in a similar manner. Some legal au- 
thorities hold that it will be impossible 
to swing unincorporated agencies out 
of the personal service class. The 
whole auestion, however, is very much 
involved and a bombshell may be ex- 
ploded at any time that will crete 
havoc. The Revenue Department evi- 
dently is trying to trap local agents. 
It is comparing various returns filed 
to see if offices are not contradicting 
one another. It is seeking more reve- 
nue and if it can succeed in shoving 
insurance agencies out of the personal 
service class to the invested capital 
class, it will mean thousands of dollars 
more in revenue. 


May Affect All Agencies 


When the original bifl was before the 
revenue committee in congress, a 
committee from the Chicago board and 
the officers of the National Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents went to 
Washington and succeeded, as they 
supposed, in getting insurance agencies 
put in the personal service class. Such, 
indeed, seems the language of the law. 
However, other sections applying to 
incorporated concerns may be employe 
to make incorporated agencies come 
under the invested capital class. _ Then, 
too, if the department succeeds in sus- 
taining some points it is apparently 
endeavoring to establish, it may affect 
all insurance agencies. 





Lehigh Valley Wins Suits 


The Lehigh Valley railroad has won 
its suit for damages growing out of 
the Black Tom explosion on July 30, 
1916. The suit just decided, related to 
the value of goods intrusted to the rail- 
road’s care and responsibility for the 
explosion. The cases which went to 
trial involved sugar which was in & 
warehouse and destroyed by the ex- 
plosion. 
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1s THE OHIO LAW VIOLATED? 





Discrimination Issue Raised Where 
Added Premiums Are Not Col- 
lected Under Rate Raise 


CINCINNATI, O., Oct. 19.—Is the 
Ohio anti-discrimination law being vio- 
lated when agents fail to collect addi- 
tional premiums due when rates are 
advanced, before expiration of a 
policy? In other words, if a rate is 
advanced during the life of the policy 
and the agent waits before collecting 
that rate until the particular policy ex- 
pires and the new one is written, has 
he violated the anti-discrimination law? 
Particularly does this question come 
up for consideration when it is re- 
membered that nearly always when a 
rate is reduced, there is a rush of agents 
to see who shall be the first to give 
to the assured his return premium. In 
discussing this question, a rating official 
said: 

A change in rate on a property when 
the change is upward is treated in one 
way and when the change is downward 
it is treated in another way and the 
peculiar thing is that when the money 
is going from the agent to the assured, 
the agent hurries to get rid of his check, 
but when the money is coming from the 
assured to the agent there is little like- 
lihood of the increased rate being col- 
lected. Is there any other business 
where it is a general practice to be in 
a hurry to pass out money but not to 
take it in? 

If this failure to collect premiums on 
policies when there is a rate advance 





= 
= 
= 





Ss 


is a violation of the anti-discrimination 
law, the state has an interest at once, 
of course, in enforcing the law. But the 
state also has a second interest and that 
is its failure to get the taxes on pre- 
miums which are not collected because 
of the wait until policies expire and pre- 
sumably the loss of revenue because of 
returned premiums when the rate is re- 
duced. In other words, the rule works 
only one way and that to the disadvan- 
tage of the state. 

The practice of failing to collect ad- 
vanced rates until policies expire while 
refunds on reduced rates are made at 
once would seem to be a clear violation 
of the anti-discrimination law. The law 
is clear and there must be no deviations 
by insurers from established schedules 
and rates unless these deviations are 
uniform with repect to the same classes. 
If rate advances and rate reductions 
were both treated in like manner and 
were not to be put into effect until poli- 
cies expired, possibly this practice might 
be termed uniform as compared with 
that which prevails when the rate ad- 
vances. But as it is now the change is 
treated entirely differently, depending 
upon whether it is up or down. 


Work of Agency Engineers 


CINCINNATI, O., Oct. 19—Rating bu- 
reau managers do not always look with 
favor upon the work of local agency en- 
gineers, because, they say, these en- 
gineers frequently seek methods of get- 
ting the rates lowered without calling for 
any expenditures on the part of the as- 
sured. Naturally the agencies employ 
these engineers for the purpose of get- 
ting new business. In seeking this new 
business the agency engineer will ex- 
amine a rate and make an attempt to get 
a better figure for the assured on the 
ground that the representative of the 





rating bureau has misinterpreted some 
clause, has wrongly analyzed the risk or 
has made some error in rating. Fre- 
quently the reductions in rates obtained 
are not of any great amount, but are 
sufficient to attract the assured, particu- 
iarly since the rate is lowered without 
requiring any expenditure on his part. 
The objection made by the rating bu- 
reau engineer is that the agency en- 
gineer is seeking to lower the rate with- 
out necessarily improving the risk. Fre- 
quently the agency engineer gives very 
little attention to properties of those 
who are already insured with the agency 
except when called upon to dosoin order 
to protect the risk against outside com- 
petition. This, according to the rating 
bureau engineer’s viewpoint, is another 
evidence that the agency engineer is 
used primarily to get new _ business 
rather than to give service to old cus- 
tomers. 


Open Service Department 


The James & Manchester Company of 
Cleveland, well known local agents, have 
established a business development and 
service department which is in charge 
of D. L. Murray, secretary of the com- 
pany, who has been handling the office 
work for two years. In order to relieve 
Mr. Murray of the office work, the 
agency has appointed E, L. Ferguson as 
office director. Mr. Ferguson was for- 
merly connected with the City of New 
York at its home office and previous to 
that was a local agent at Reading, Pa. 
The agency’s engineering department 
established two or three years ago under 
tinues under his charge without change. 





Report on Willys Plant 


COLUMBUS, 0O., Oct. 20—Special haz- 
ard reports on the Willys Corporation 
plant at Fostoria, O., have been issued 
by the Ohio Inspection Bureau. This 
concern makes the electric auto-lighting 
devices for the Willys-Knight automo- 
biles. Similar reports have been sent out 
on the Sal-Vet Company at Mentor, O., 
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makers of a stock food. 
sprinklered risks. 

A new town report has been sent out 
by the bureau’ on Geneva, O., and a new 
tariff on Lancaster, O., the latter being 
raised from the fourth to the 3% class. 


Both are 





Endly Will Go to Senate 


Henry R. Endly, secretary and or- 
ganizer of the Great American Mutual 
Indemnity of Mansfield, O., won the 
nomination for the state senate in his 
district comprising Richland, Medina, 
Ashland and Lorain counties. A nomina- 
tion in this senatorial district is tanta- 
mount to election. Mr. Endly. was con- 
nected with the Ohio insurance depart- 
ment as examiner under Superintendent 
Taggart, who is now attorney for the 
Ohio Farmers. Mr. Endly started the 
Great American Mutual three years ago. 
It is transacting business only in Ohio. 
Its premium income this year will be 
about $900,000. Its surplus is $100,000. 
Mr. Endly owns a newspaper published 
in Richland county. He is an able man 
and will be a credit to the business in 
the state senate. 





Ohio Notes 


W. J. Carey, J. F. Schweer, Arthur L. 
Clemons, Karl Kleve and J. N. Sears of 
Cincinnati are in Des Moines this week 
attending the agents’ convention. 


Oscar Toles, chief accountant for the 
Chicago office of the Royal, was a 
visitor to Cleveland this week and spent 
some time with B. T. Duffey, state 
agent. 


Superintendent Crew has licensed the 
National Retail Lumber Dealers Inter- 
Insurance Exchange of Detroit. The 
Equity Service Company is named as 
attorney in fact. . 

From the Columbus office of the West 
Virginia inspection bureau a_ sprink- 
lered risk report has been sent out on 
the Central Foundry Equipment Com- 
pany at Nitro, W. Va. 

The Fire Prevention & Conserva- 
tion Association of Ohio met Wednes- 
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ARE AT THE 


PARK HOTEL 


GREAT FALLS 
MONTANA 


| 
| 
| The business district of the town was 
| inspected beginning Wednesday morn- 
} ing. 
| After a day and a night’s hard work 
| assistants from State Fire Marshal 
| Leonard’s office secured a _ confession 
| from Charles Hatter, 68, of Basil, that 
| he had set fire to the home of Jesse 
| Macklin there, to get even with his wife 
| from whom he had been separated since 
| January. 
Willis T. Robinson, who has_ been 
| connected with Claude Meeker & Co., 
| brokers, for several years, has re- 


day at Findlay to make an inspection. | signed 
auditing 


| 
| 





to accept a position in the 

department of the home 
office of the Travelers at Hartford. He 
will serve under Don Rarey, former 
Columbus boy, now head auditor of the 
Travelers. 


Superintendent Crew has directed that 
a license be issued to Bert H. Davis 
of the Adams Insurance Agency Com- 
pany, Warren, O., as an agent for the 
Niagara Fire. The application had 
been held up pending investigation of 
charges that Davis had tried to twist 
a life insurance policy. He was ex- 
onerated of that charge after a hearing. 
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Northern 
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of New York 


Statement December 31, 1919 


PRBOREB Es castes oe cee .$2,282,189.82 
EABUIEIES: o0.5 cio Sc oeg acces 1,407,342.44 
SUMIIUR rics ac, tlie ace ne 000.00 
Ee | ee ce 374,847.38 


Surplus to Policyholders 
FIELD MEN 
JOSEPH W. BECK 
56 Richton Ave. Detroit, 
ERIK LINDSKOG 
4820 3lst Ave. So. Minneapolis, Minn. 
HAROLD R. PRINCE 
1672 No. Edward St Decatur, Ill. 
A. L. TELIN 
3331 Chestnut St. Milwaukee, Wis. 
RICHARD W. WETZEL 
269 East Broad St. Columbus, O. 


874,847.38 


Mich. 
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| CONDITIONS AT GRAND RAPIDS 


| Report of National Board Shows Need | 
| of Only Minor Improvements in 
| Furniture City 


| A report on Grand Rapids, Mich., has | 
| just been issued by the National Board. 
| It states that material increase has been 
made in the manual strength of the fire 
| department and in general it is now 
| sufficient and the service rendered good. 
| The installation of the two platoon sys- 
| tem provides for uniform strength at 
} all hours. Distribution remains weak 
| in two important sections, due to the 
| poor location of engine companies, | 
| Chemical equipment has been somewhat | 
| improved, but is still weak in some sec- 
| tions. Heavy stream appliances are 
| mainly adequate except that a water 
| tower could be used to advantage. Fire 
| methods remain good, considering that 
| the lack of chemical equipment nat- 
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| urally handicaps the department. 

It is recommended that the reliability 
of the water supply be increased by 
providing an additional intake at a 
lower elevation at the pumping station 
plant. Also that the demand of maxi- 
mum consumption be met by providing 
additional storage, either elevated or 
suction supply, preferably the former. 
The further suggestion is made that 
the steam header be looped and so 
gated that more than one pump and 
| two boilers would be effected by a 

single brake or repair of a gate valve. 

Regarding the fire department, it is 
recommended that each hose wagon be 
equipped with a 35-gallon chemical tank 
and 200 feet of chemical hose and that 
a modern water tower be provided in 
a centrally located fire station. 
| In regard to the fire alarm system, it 
| is recommended that conditions at 
headquarters be improved by providing 
front and rear windows and doors in 
the fire alarm section with wired glass 
in metal frames and with metal-clad fire 
doors; also that boxes of the inter- 
| fering type be replaced and others 
| changed to include the succession fea- 
} ture and to have key break contacts 
j and internal mechanism 
against abnormal currents. 





Urbana-Champaign Report 


The National Board has published a 
report on Champaign and Urbana, Ill. It 
is found that the water supply is inade- 
quate and there should be a total stor- 
age of at least 2,000,000 gallons at the 
pumping station. There is need of the 
distribution system being strengthened 
by installation of additional mains. 
There should be, according to the report, 
at least eight men added to the fire de- 
partment in Champaign and ultimately 
sufficient men, so that the least number 
present at all times would be 16, and in 
Urbana at least six men be added at 
once and ultimately sufficient men be 
appointed to the department so that the 
least number present at all times would 
be 12. 

There should be a drill tower and 
school established where all members of 
both departments, including probation- 
| ers, could be trained. The cities are 
| without a modern fire alarm system and 
| there is no complete building code being 
| observed in Urbana. 

} An electrical inspector should be ap- 
| pointed to serve both cities and there 
; should be a complete reinspection of old 
wiring at an early date. It is strongly 
recommended that owners of existing de- 
fectively constructed buildings, which 





are so located as to form conflagration 


areas, be required to suitably protect 
roofs, party walls and exposed w indow 
openings. 





Dickinson Goes to Indianapolis 
R. R. Dickinson, who since the resig- 


| nation of M. A. Craig has been in charge 


protected | 


of the fidelity and surety department of 
the London & Lancashire Indemnity at 
the home office, has resigned to become 
connected with the Bridges-McGaw 
Agency of Indianapolis, Ind. The agency 
acts as general agent for the Maryland 
Casualty and represents several fire 
companies. Mr. Dickinson has had an 
extended experience in the fidelity and 
surety field. 


Inspecting Mills and Elevators 


The Indiana Inspection Bureau is bus- 
ily engaged in a reinspection of mills 
and elevators, making application of the 
new schedule for these risks. The result 
is a notable reduction in the rates on 
the better class of risks. The work of 
inspection is not yet nearly completed. 
In the Fort Wayne district, of 120 to be 
inspected, 40 have been done. As rapidly 
as the inspections are made rates are 
being promulgated. 


Summers with Pangborn Agency 


L. F. Summers, for the past two years 
and a half with the engineering depart- 
ment of Fred S. James & Co. in Chicago, 
has resigned to go with the George W. 
Pangborn general agency at Indianapolis 
Nov. 1, to become _ superintendent of 
agents and manager of the engineering 
and inspection department. Before going 
with the Fred S. James & Co. office Mr. 
Summers was connected with the In- 
diana Inspection Bureau at Indianapolis. 
He has a thorough knowledge of the 
large risks of the state and will give the 
jiocal agents representing the Pangborn 
agency expert help in securing and tak- 
ing care of business through service to 
the policyholders. The Pangborn office is 
general agent for Indiana for the Bank- 
ers & Shippers and the Pacific Fire, both 
of New York, and the office has excep- 
tional facilities for taking care of large 
lines. Mr. Pangborn is also general 
agent for Indiana for the Ocean Acci- 
dent and the United States Lloyds. He 
has been actively engaged in the busi- 
ness in Indianapolis for 30 years and has 
a well organized and productive agency 
plant throughout the state. 


Carter Takes New Position 
Charles M. Carter of Detroit took his 


| new position with the Detroit Insurance 





Agency of Detroit last week. Mr. Carter 
has been connected with the Michigan 
Insurance Agency and is a brother of 
Geo. W. Carter, vice-president of the De- 
troit Insurance Agency. The Detroit In- 
surance Agency is growing rapidly. Mr. 
Carter was formerly Michigan state 
agent of the North America and previous 
to that he occupied a similar position 
with the Aetna. 





New Indiana Mutual 


The Indiana Liberty Mutual has been 
organized at Indianapolis, with no capi- 
tal stock, to do an insurance business. 
Among the incorporators are W. E. Mc- 
Creery, D. M. Lowdermilk, J. B. Parker, 
Oliver Buller, Will Newsom, W. A. Hull, 
Elmer Crull, B. B. Clarke and Henry 
Tyner. 


Indiana Notes 


President E. E. Cole of the National 
Union, and G. L. Ramey, Indiana state 
agent, are at French Lick Springs en- 
joying a vacation. 

W. H. Martin, of the British-America 
and Western Assurance of Toronto, was 
in Indiana last week investigating field 
men possibilities. The company is seek- 
ing a successor to Thomas E. Haydon, 
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esigned recently. 
wicts to be able te make an announce- 
ment shortly of the name of Mr. 
Hayden’s successor. 

At Bloomfield, Ind., George A, Weaver, 
the C. Hendron and the Clyde O. 
Yoho agencies have been taken over by 
the Farmers Bank & Trust Company 
which will operate an insurance depart- 
ment with George A. Weaver in charge. 

Ralph M. Heath and Denzil Martin 
are under arrest at Indianapolis, pend- 
ing investigation of an alleged attempt 
py Heath to collect insurance of an 
automobile, reported stolen. Martin, a 
soldier at Wright Field, Dayton, O., 
confessed to the police of that city that 


Mr. Martin ex- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Heath had turned the car over to him 
so that he could report the machine 
stolen and collect the insurance. Martin 
was transferred from Dayton to the 
aviation repair shop at the Speedway, 
Indianapolis, and was arrested when he 
arrived. 


Illinois Notes 


Joseph H. Chapman has sold his busi- 
ness to the Kecks agency at Fair- 
bury, Ill. 

Collinsville, Ill., at a special election 
Oct. 12 voted bonds in the sum of 
$60,000 for enlargement of its water 
works system. 








STATES OF THE NORTHWEST 











— 


PICTURES SHOW UP HAZARDS 


Effective Method of Bringing Home 
Results of Inspection at Bemidji, 
Minn., Used 


Pictures of some of the fire hazards 
discovered in a recent inspection at 
Bemidji, Minn., were used with telling 
effect in bringing home to the business 
men of the city the need for better 
housekeeping. The inspection was 
made under the direction of H. E. 
Reynolds of the local agency of 
Reynolds & Winter ef Bemidji, who is 
chairman of the local fire prevention 
committee there, and Fire Chief 
Charles Bailey. The pictures showed 
that many of the stores which had neat, 
clean fronts and display rooms were 
disgraced by dirty basements or fire 
traps in the alleys. Steps have already 
been taken to bring about an improve- 
ment in the conditions which were 
shown up by this survey. 

A circular letter on the subject of 
fire prevention, prepared by Mr. 
Reynolds, also brought home fire pre- 
vention truths in a very striking way. 
It was one of the most effective things 
of the sort ever used in the Northwest 
and has been very highly commended 
by field men and company officials as 
well as local agents. 





Agent’s Body Found in River 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 19—The body 
of Thomas J. Callen, a well known Mil- 
waukee insurance man, was found in the 
Milwaukee river Saturday morning and 
it is believed he took his life while 
mentally unbalanced. Mr. Callen has 
been in ill health for the past six months, 
suffering from nervous prostration, but 
his condition was not considered serious 
by his family. Mr. Callen is the father of 
T. J. Callen, Jr., who recently embarked 
in the adjusting business in Milwaukee. 
Mr. Callen was known as “Tom” to all 
his associates, and of a hearty, genial 
disposition. His sudden death will be a 
shock to his many friends. 


Milwaukee Board Election 


MILWAUKERBR, WIS., Oct. 19—At the 
annual meeting of the Milwaukee Board 
last week the following officers were re- 
elected: President, James B. Leedom; 
vice-president, W. T. Greene; secretary, 
J. O. Myers; treasurer, W. F. Lynch. 

B, A. Lehnberg of the Chris. Schroeder 

Company, Joseph Williams of the North- 
western National and Martin Wilde were 
elected directors for three years. Other 
directors whose terms have not expired 
are August Rebhan, Henry Eckstein, C. 
L, Borst, R. C. Mueller, John Snyder and 
Fred G. Lewis. 
_ Wm. M. Dooley and Phil P. Hayes, do- 
ing business under the firm name of 
W. M. Dooley Company, were elected to 
membership. There are now 172 agencies, 
260 agents and 267 solicitor members of 
the Milwaukee Board. 


Forty Years as Local Agent 


_ Joseph Koffend, Appleton, Wis., has 
just completed forty years of service as 
a local agent. He began business while 
still holding the office of city treasurer 
of Appleton. On his first day he secured 
two risks, one of which he has renewed 
periodically without interruption. Speak- 
ing of his long career as an agent, Mr. 
Koffend said: 

“At that time the rate on dwellings 
was $1 per 10@ and the building had to 
be detached from any other building by 
at least 50 feet. Today our rate here 











| citizens and city officials appeared 





is 55 cents and the number of feet has 
been reduced to 23. All exposure charges 
have been done away with, 

“It is a relatively easy matter now to 
sell fire protection, compared with the 
early days. Then it was new to the peo- 
ple and they did not realize its benefits. 
Now about the first thing a person does 
when he has property is to get insurance 
on it, and he does not always wait for 
the agent to call upon him.” 


Mr. Koffend was born in Austria and 


came to Appleton with his parents in 
1855, when he was 9 years of age. 
Huron, S. D., Advertising 

The local agents of Huron, S. D., 


joined in an institutional advertisement 
on Fire Prevention Day, giving simple 
suggestions as to how to prevent fire, 
dealing particularly with matches, rub- 
bish, chimneys, electricity, bonfires and 
also saying that children should be 
taught the dangers of carelessness with 
fire and to watch and guard smaller chil- 
dren. The advertisement was a very 
effective one. 





Stevens Point Water Controversy 


The controversy between the city ad- 
ministration of Stevens Point, Wis., and 
the Stevens Point Water Company over 
adequate water service, especially for 
fire protection, has been placed before 
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the Railroad Commission of Wisconsin 
for determination. The case comes be- 
fore the public utilities commission on 
the application of the water company for 
permission to increase the rate of hyd- 
rant rental. When a hearing was held 
in 
opposition to the authorization, claiming 
that the service is inadequate. As the 
result of these representations, the hear- 
ing was adjourned from the state capitol 
to Stevens Point. In the meantime the 
commission engineers will make an in- 
vestigation of the situation. 


Warren Milwaukee Speaker 
L. Parsons Warren of Chicago, mana- 
ger in Cook county for the Milwaukee 
Mechanics, will address the Milwaukee 
Insurance Society next Monday evening 
on “The History of Fire Insurance.” 





Preventionists’ Executive Committee 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 19—Presi- 
dent R. H. Wieben of the Conservation 
& Fire Prevention Association of Wis- 
consin, announces the appointment of 
four members of the executive commit- 
tee—E. A, Ingalls, National Union; A. L. 
Telin, Northern of New York; Paul E. 
Rudd, Aetna, and C. H. Anderson, Home 
of New York. Mr. Wieben, state agent 
of the Milwaukee Mechanics, who was 
elected president of the association at 
its recent annual meeting, is one of the 
most enthusiastic fire preventionists in 
the state. 





Wisconsin Notes 


W. L. Jones of the Milwaukee Me- 
chanics is representing the company 
at the Des Moines convention. He is a 
son of the late President Wm. L. Jones 
cf the company. 

August Rebhan, president of the Au- 
gust Rebhan Company of Milwaukee, 
was re-elected president of the Wash- 
ington Park Zoological Society at the 
annual meeting Oct. 14. 

West Allis, Wis., the big manufactur- 
ing suburb of Milwaukee, is preparing 
to call for bids for furnishing addi- 
tional pieces of motor fire apparatus, 
the type to be determined within a short 
time. 

The Milwaukee Fire Insurance Patrol’s 
monthly report of activities shows that 
during September, the three stations re- 
sponded to 94 out of 122 alarms, being 
in service a total of 53% hours and 
covering 227% miles. 

Fond du Lac, Wis., has received a new 








Assets 
$1,053,550.81 


COUNTY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 


Policyholders’ Surplus 
$645,906.19 


Agents are Desired in Unoccupied Territory. 
MANAGEMENT—MANCHESTER, N. H. 


Liabilities Except Capital 
$407,644.62 











Insurance Office Supplies 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


1362 Insurance Exchange CHICAGO 











DIRECTORY OF LOCAL AGENTS 


Tumse National Unperwritzr Recommends the Following as Among the Prominent and Reliable 
ertisements 


Agencies 


With Good Facilities for Exchange and Outside Business. Adverti 


of Only First-Class Offices Accepted. 





MINNESOTA 


OHIO 





INNEAPOLIS INSURANCE AGENCY 
All Classes of Insurance 
525 Plymouth Bldg. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


gaan E. SHIPLEY 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
: General Agents 
UnitedStates Fidelity & Guaranty Co. 
Surety Bonds 
603 First National Bank Building 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 





F, H. WAGNER AGENCY 
Insurance Agents and Adjusters 
529-534 Plymouth Building 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 





CARD INDEX RECORD FOR 
AGENCIES 


The Only System that Is Right 
Furnished Complete—Lowest Prices 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 
Insurance Exchange Chicago 





HE O. M. STAFFORD-GOSS- 
BEDELL CO. 


INSURANCE 


Plain Dealer Bldg. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 





BINGHAM & DOUGLASS CO. 
Established 1870 


GENERAL INSURANCE 


We are equi to handle all classes of Insurance 
or small 


in amounts e 
The Cuyahoga Bldg. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 





a week 








The National Underwriter 


by annual subscription. 


is the cost of 











cehennt aiiet i a temdiaas tied 


20 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


October 21, 1 











CHICAGO 
DETROIT 
TORONTO 


ACTUAL RESULTS FROM 


Scientific Fire Loss Adjustments 


EXPLAINED FULLY IN OUR NEW BOOKLET 


“PROOF OF SERVICE” 


Mailed Free to Fire Insurance Brokers and Agents 


Standard Appraisal Co. 


56 Pine St., New York 


BOSTON 
PHILADELPHIA 
KANSAS CITY 








THE AUTO OWNER 
AND THE AGENT 


both want the kind of automobile insurance we write. 
That’s why we write it the way we do. 


One reason they like it is because we write five lines in one 
policy—fire, collision, theft, liability and property damage. 


THE MID-WEST INSURANCE CO. 


J. B. Henderson, Secretary 


WICHITA, KANSAS 








* yy. M. BARFIELD 


President 





CHARLES H. HARRADEN 


Managing Underwriter 


Buckeye National Fire 


) Insurance Co. 
i} Surplus to Policyholders . . . . $149,508.34 


H. S. BASSETT 





ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT MAKING SPLENDID PROGRESS 





OHIO AND MICHIGAN AGENTS WANTED! 








Fire Tornado 


EDWARD H. SHERWIN, President 


WILLIAM WALSH, Secretary 


TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
The Company That Aims To Excel In Service 


Farm Hail Automobile Tractor 























AN ILLINOIS 
COMPANY 








PIONEER 


Fire Insurance Company 
of America 


29 South LaSalle Street 
CHICAGO 











Stutz triple combination pumper, hose 
and chemical car. The only remaining 
piece of horse-drawn equipment, a hook 
and ladder truck, will be replaced by a 
motor truck during 1921, either by 
mounting the present truck on a motor 
chassis or the purchase of a new piece. 
The budget committee of the Mil- 
waukee common council has been di- 


rected to include in the 1921 budget 
estimate of $250,000 required to cont 
plete the motorization of the Milwaukee 
fire department by the end of next 
year. At present the department 
about 60 percent motorized, there bein; 
in service only 110 horses out of qa total 
of 240 at the time the first piece of 
motor apparatus was installed. 














IN THE MISSOURI VALLEY 








MISSOURI AGENTS’ MEETING 





Well Attended Convention Held at St. 
Joseph—R. L. Stewart Selected As 
New President 





ST. JOSEPH, MO., Oct. 19.—The 
meeting of the Missouri Association of 
Insurance Agents held here yesterday 
was splendidly attended. The meeting 
was called to order by Lawrence O. 
Weakley of the city. The visitors were 
welcomed by the mayor of the city, 
Elliot Marshall; and Geo. D. Markham 
of St. Louis responded. President Cliff 
C. Jones appointed Geo. D. Markham 
of St. Louis, L. O. Weakley of St. 
Joseph, Walter Anthony of Kansas 
City, Fred Labrunerie of St. Joseph and 

H. Bonfoey of Kirksville on the 
resolutions committee, and C. J. Kehoe 
of St. Louis, Jonn McGee and F. A. 
Dickson of Kansas City, Elliot Marshall 
of St. Joseph and Geo, D. Clayton of 
Hannibal on the nominations com- 
mittee. 

It was voted to increase the dues to 
$7.50 per year. A talk on local clubs was 
made by the former president of the 
National Association, E. M. Allen, who 
also spoke on bank agencies. Other 
topics were discussed by members and 
field men. 

The election of officers resulted in 
Robert L. Stewart being chosen- as 
president and J. W. Rodger as secre- 
tary-treasurer. An invitation from Ex- 
celsior Springs to hold the next annual 
meeting there was accepted. 

Resolutions were adopted endorsing 
efforts of Superintendent Harty to in- 
duce the legislature to establish a fire 
marshal department in his office; urging 
the passing of an agents’ and brokers’ 
qualification act: giving a vote of thanks 
to field men for work in connection 
with membership increase; urging that 
members who have not graded them- 
selves under new plan of dues help 
support the organization by doing so at 
once, and suggesting to the officers of 
the National Association that each 
state association remit to that associa- 
tion a portion of the dues collected un- 
der the plan, say about 25 percent of 
such collections. The agents as citi- 
zens of the state of Missouri voted to 
lend their support to two amendments 
proposed, being Nos. 6 for good roads 
and 15 for a new constitution. A vote 
of .thanks was extended to the St. 
Joseph Association for its hospitality. 





Suspend Rates in St. Louis 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 20—Owing to the 
unsettled conditions in St, Louis and St. 
Louis county, the executive committee 
of the Western Automobile Underwriters 
Conference has suspended collision and 
property damage rates there on and 
after Oct. 15, until such time as the new 
rates become effective. This action was 
taken in harmony with the recommenda- 
tions of the governing committee of the 
National Automobile Underwriters Con- 
ference. 





Iowa Directory Is Out 


The Iowa Insurance Directory has 
come from the press of The National 
Underwriter. Unfortunately the book 
has been held back on account of print- 
ers’ strikes. The directory was ready to 
go to press in August, but a strike of 
pressmen prevented further operations. 
The Iowa book contains information 
about all the companies operating in the 
state, gives the names of the agents, 
furnishes a digest of the Iowa laws, and, 
in fact, is a complete compendium of 
Iowa insurance information, It is used 
as a reference book and is very helpful. 








ST. LOUIS SPRINKLER Logg 





Plant of St. Louis Car Company 
Suffers 35 Percent Loss to 
$2,905,000 Insurance 





ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 20—Im. 
proved risk men are very much inter- 
ested in the loss to the St. ‘Louis Car 
Company last week which destroyed 
buildings A, B, D, G, H, Q, S and T 
of the risk, causing a loss estimated at 
35 percent to a line of $2,905,000 of in- 
surance. The fire started in the one- 
story frame building used for riveting 
and assembling steel cars and located 
in that section of the risk where most 
of the small buildings stood. Com- 
bustion occurred in or under the loosely 
laid wood floor, which was saturated 
with oil from ‘the numerous portable 
oil-heated riveting furnaces used in the 
building. Accumulation of oil under 
the floor was also possible from leak- 
age of oil pipes buried in the cinders 
under the floor and leading to the sta- 
tionary oil-heated furnaces. 

Smoke from the floor was noticed by 
the watchman, who apparently felt that 
there was merely a smoldering blaze 
and nothing to be excited about. The 
slow heat generated inflammable vapor 
which resulted in flash fires spreading 
through the large area, highly com- 
bustible frame buildings. The sprinkler 
equipment was in good condition and 
complete working order. The supply 
from the city main is above the ordi- 
nary and under high pressure. The 
building in which the fire originated 
contained about 1,500 sprinkler heads 
on one floor and a large majority of 
these opened as a result of flash fires, 
causing such a drain upon the supply 
and reduction in pressure that the 
sprinkler equipment in the sections 
where the real fire was raging was very 
insufficient. The destruction of the 
other buildings was in consequence of 
exposure. The largest and principal 
buildings of the risk, including those 
used for glueing, erecting and finishing, 
storage, brass foundry, wire works and 
cabinet rooms were saved. 
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Requires More Detailed Reports 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 19—Superinten- 
dent Travis has prepared a new blank 
for the fire insurance companies operat- 
ing in the state, showing in much 
greater detail the business of the com- 
panies during 1920 in Kansas, The in- 
formation never has been called for pre- 
viously and is to be used in obtaining 
exact data on the underwriting experi- 
ence of the companies. Heretofore there 
has been simply a general classification 
of the business under fire and lightnite, 
hail, tornado, marine and inland an 
“other classes.” The new blanks now 
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being prepared separate the classes and 
require full data on fire and lightning, 
cities, towns and farm properties sep- 
arated; tornado, cities and farms sep- 
arated; hail, buildings and growing crops 
separated; automobile, fire, theft, prop- 
erty damage, collision and tornado sep- 
arated; marine and inland; acreage in- 


yestment; registered mail; sprinkler 
jeakage; explosion; earthquake; war 
risks and civil commotion separated; 


thresher risks, fire and tornado separ- 
ated; all other classes. 


Would Abandon Indirect Taxes 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 19—The abolition 
of all insurance taxes in Kansas except 
a sufficient amount to maintain the state 
insurance department has been proposed 
by the Kansas League of Municipalities, 
composed of the officers of nearly all the 
incorporated cities and towns of the 
state. Many cities have already repealed 
the ordinances providing for municipal 
license taxes and other cities are con- 
templating this action, 

There was some discussion of a pro- 
posal to have the legislature enact a law 
providing for a 1 or 2 percent uniform 
tax upon all business written in any city 
py all companies. This would be a uni- 
form tax collected in the same way as 
the firemen’s relief tax is now collected 
and paid by the insurance department to 
the various cities. The league proposed, 
however, to abandon all forms of in- 
direct taxes except just a sufficient 
amount to support the state insurance 
department. 

nae 


Fights Over-Insurance 


DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 19—Fire insur- 
ance agents who over-insure property 
are going to have their licenses revoked 
if State Fire Marshal Tracy can bring it 
about. Mr. Tracy pointed out the dangers 
of over-insurance at the annuai meeting 
of the Iowa Conservation committee in 
Des Moines the other night. 

He declared that he has already filed 
charges with the insurance commis- 
sioner against one agent who insisted 
upon writing a $2,000 policy on a Des 
Moines property in spite of the remon- 
strances of the owner. 

“A few weeks later, that fellow’s 
house caught fire and we found that 
blazes had been started in it in five dif- 














FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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ferent places,” said the fire marshal. 
“We further found that the household 
goods did not exceed $250, yet they had 
been insured for $2,000. I wasted no time 
in asking the commissioner to revoke 
that agent’s license and I shall pursue 
the same course whenever such flagrant 
abuses are brought to my attention.” 

The fire marshal told of plans to dis- 
tribute fire prevention literature in 
400,000 Iowa homes and put 30,000 post- 
ers in school houses and chambers of 
commerce. 


Must File All Rates and Riders 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 19 — Because 
some of the fire companies operating in 
Kansas have neglected to file with the 
state insurance department rating bu- 
reau complete information on their rates, 
riders and schedules a general order was 
issued by the department this week re- 
quiring that these be filed at once. The 
order also notified the companies that 
hereafter adjustments would not be per- 
mitted in this state except upon the 
basis of the schedules filed with the de- 
partment, 

Superintendent Travis had a complaint 
relative to the adjustment upon a thresh- 
ing machine cancellation. The policy 
contained a rider providing that if the 
machine were in use for 15 days after 
the insurance was written that it should 
be regarded as 50 percent of the premium 
being earned. When the policy was or- 
dered cancelled the company offered a 
settlement upon a basis of having earned 
50 percent of the premium instead of 
applying the usual short rate. The com- 
pany was directed to make the settle- 
ment upon the short rate basis because 
the other provision had not been filed 
with the department. 


Doctor Slugged, Home Fired 
DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 19—Insurance 
adjusters and the police have been 
puzzled over a mysterious attack upon 
Dr. Wilton McCarthy, leading Des Moines 
surgeon, who was slugged as he lay 


asleep by men who robbed the house, 
sprinkled kerosene through the living 
rooms and set it afire. Dr. McCarthy was 
roused from his slumbers and escaped 
by jumping out of a second story win- 
dow. Costly rugs and furniture in the 
residence were ruined and damage of 


from $40,000 to $50,000 resulted, Dr. Mc- 
Carthy’s home was set afire three months 
ago and a few months preceding that 
time a similar blaze was discovered in 
the residence. 





Schwartz Enters New Work 


H. W. Schwartz, who has been in 
charge of the insurance department of 
the Midland Mortgage Company of Cedar 
Rapids and was announced last week as 
having been appointed special agent in 
Iowa for the Phoenix of Hartford and 
Equitable Fire & Marine, will also rep- 
resent the Connecticut. He will assist 
State Agent George W. Holton. 





Des Moines To Be Inspected 


DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 19—Des Moines 
is to be inspected by engineers repre- 
senting the National Board. Charles D. 
Whitney will be in charge of the inspec- 
tion. 


Travis Plans Rate Hearing 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 19—Superinten- 
dent Travis is preparing to set a hear- 
ing for early in November on the ques- 
tion of a general revision and adjustment 
of fire insurance rates in this state. Mr. 
Travis believes that in many instances 
the rates are too high, while in some 
cases the evidence indicates that the 
rates are too low and other lines are 
carrying the burden. 


New U. & O. Ruling 


DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 20—Insurance 
Commissioner Savage has issued a new 
ruling to the effect that after Nov. 1 all 
use and occupancy forms and’ policies 
issued in Iowa containing the usual 
clause relating to per diem liability 
“shall only be issued upon a request for 
the application of the coinsurance clause, 
made as provided by law, and that such 
policy, where issued, shall have attached 
the Iowa coinsurance and reduced rate 
clause in the form provided by law.” 
This ruling affects all use and occupancy 
forms embodying the following clause: 
“During the time of a partial suspension 
of business, the per diem liability under 
this policy shall not exceed that portion 
of the per diem liability which would 








have been incurred by a total suspension 


COLUMBIA | 


Insurance Co., New Jersey 


Head Office, 100 William St., NEW YORK 
Western Dept., Insurance Exchange, CHICAGO 
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to offer the American Agent an unsur- 
passed opportunity for growth. 





which the decrease in production (or 
business) bears to the full daily produc- 
tion (or business) at the time of the fire.” 


Nebraska Notes 


W. C. Lyle, state agent of the St. 
Paul Fire & Marine, has again suc- 
cumbed to the call of the north winds, 
and is spending the week hunting 
ducks near Woodlake, Neb. “It may 
have been a bad hail year,” says Lyle, 
“but that’s all the more reason for my 
recreating.” 


R. H. Baldwin, special agent for the 
St. Paul Fire & Marine, reports that 
the average loss ratio for hail in Ne- 
braska will be about 65 percent, as 
previously. reported, though some com- 
panies may find this average somewhat 
lower. As_ reported previously, the 
state hail fund is in the most pre- 
carious condition of all. 


The offices of Tukey & Hall, repre- 
sentatives of the U. S. Fidelity & Guar- 
anty of Baltimore, were the scene of 
many meetings between brother-agents 
of the company on Monday, when the 
Iowa and Nebraska agents assembled at 
Omaha in _ special convention. The 
Omaha office is a recent establishment, 
and this was the first time all the 
agents had had opportunity of meeting 
each other. 





Iowa Notes 


Lightning is believed to have caused 
a fire at the plant of the Manhattan 
Oil Company in Des Moines which did 
damage of $265,000. Thousands of gal- 
lons of oil and kerosene were destroyed 
but gasoline tanks failed to explode. 


An oil explosion in a kerosene tank 
at Ventura, a town in northern Iowa, 
started a fire which did damage of 
$40,000. The explosion threw a stream 
of liquid fire into the air 500 feet and 
lighted up the country side for miles. 


A firebug who played ghost in the 
home of Adolph Arp, near Davenport, 
has been sought by armed farmers in 
that vicinity but without success after 
he had set fire to a number of farm 
buildings. It is thought that the fire 
bug is a lunatic. . 





E. M. Schoen and Lee G. Allan, spe- 
cial agents in Kansas City of the Atlas, 
have gone to New York in response to 
the call for a meeting of all special 





agents of the company in the United 
States. 
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WORRIED OVER COTTON FIRES 





Few Cancellations on Gins So Far, But 
Some Companies May Quit 
Writing Compresses 





DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 19.—Continued 
burning of cotton gins and cotton com- 
presses in Texas, in mysterious fires 
ascribed to the activities of night riders, 
is worrying insurance men not a lit- 
tle, and while no action has been taken 
looking to the cancellation of policies 
on such risks, the underwriters declare 
something will have to be done unless 
the promiscuous burning of property of 
this nature ceases. And that is espe- 


cially true in the case of cotton com- | 
presses and warehouse fires are involved | 


because a fire of this nature rarely 
causes a loss of less than a quarter of 
a million and more often the losses run 
into millions of dollars. 

Trezevant & Cochran said they did 
not contemplate cancelling policies 
already issued, but that they certainly 
are “sitting tight” and thinking many 
times before they accept any gin risks. 
“There seems nothing to do but stick 
and pay off, but we are cautious about 
assuming new risks,” said a representa- 
tive of that firm. 

Raising rates would not alter the sit- 
uation according to D. D. McLarry of 


Dargan & McLarry. Mr. McLarry said | 
he believed about the only safe thing! 





to do would be to be more cautious in 
accepting the hazards. 

“No rate, no matter how high, will 
compensate when fire hits a plant of 
that kind,” he said. 

Other Dallas firms expressed like 
opinions, generally, but one or two 
firms declared they had ceased writing 
policies on cotton gins. 


Compress Situation Worst 


With the cotton compresses it is differ- 
ent. And here is where the Texas under- 
writers are up against it. In the Cam- 
eron compress fire the loss was more 
than $1,000,000. At Temple, on the same 
night, the compress was fired. The dam- 
age ran into thousands. At Sinton, 
Rockdale and a half dozen other places 
cotton compresses and warehouses have 
been mysteriously fired and the loss dur- 
ing the past three weeks has amounted 
to more than $3,500,000 on compresses 
alone. On compresses and gins it may 
reach $4,500,000. 

“We may just have to go out and buy 
some cotton,” said George W. Easley 
when talking of the burning of com- 
presses. “Under the present situation 
there is a lot of low grade cotton in 
these compresses and warehouses, cotton 
that is worth far less than that quoted 
on a middling basis, the usual basis for 


insurance, and it would be cheaper to. 


pay for this low grade cotton at market 
prices than to pay insurance on it.” Mr. 
Easley said the insurance companies are 
conducting no investigation of the fires 
as underwriters and have no proof that 
the fires have been incendiary. He said 
the department of justice is now making 
investigations and if it was found the 
fires were incendiary some one would 





would have to cease taking risks on cot- 
ton compresses and warehouses while 
the wave of fires continues. 

Some of the larger companies are cir- 
cularizing their agents as to the need 
for risk and civil commotion insurance 
in connection with night riders’ activi- 
ties. 

Oil Mills Better Risks 


The hazard has not extended so far 
to the oil mills. The cotton seed crop 
this year is said to be almost double that 
in 1919. This is due, in part, to the 
added cotton acreage, but mainly to the 
fine quantity and quality of the seed pro- 
duced during one of the best growing 
seasons ever experienced. Despite the 
low price of the seed the ginners are not 
liberal buyers just now, feeling that 
prices are destined to drop still further. 
While this condtiion does not appeal to 
the planters it is distinctly advantageous 
to the insurance men, in that the mills, 
instead of running under high pressure 
as in former years, are now working 
leisurely, affording opportunity for the 
machinery to cool and permitting greater 
attention being given to the fire hazard, 
which in the very nature of the business, 
is severe. Even where steel and con- 
crete plants are built, their reduced fire 
hazard is frequently offset through the 
practice of attaching wooden storage 
sheds. 


OKLAHOMA NOT AFFECTED 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 19— 
Although a few threats against cotton 
gins in eastern Oklahoma have been 
made, this state has not been affected 
by the “night-rider’ activities which 
swept over parts of Texas, Arkansas and 
Tennessee during the last week. Three 
gins at Haskell were warned to close. 
They were placed under heavy guard 
immediately. 

No gins in Oklahoma are expected to 





covered by insurance. 
tunities to the agent. 


Colon C. Lillie, Pres. 


U. S. Mutual Automobile Insurance Company 


According to conservative estimates there are over 8,500,000 motor vehicles in the 
United States today. These represent tremendous values—values which must be 
That is why the automobile field today offers unusual oppor- 


F. F. McGinnis, First Vice-Pres. 
Davidson Building—Bay City, Michigan 
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culture, who are in close touch wi 
the farmers, officials of the Oklaho 
Ginners Association and R. C, Mccoms 
nell of the Cotton Insurance Association, 


RATE CHANGES ARE TAKEN yp 





Several Matters of Importance Dis. 
posed of at Meet of Texas State 
Commission 





AUSTIN, TEX., Oct. 19.—A number 
of important matters were disposed of 
by the State Fire Insurance Commis. 
sion at its meeting last week. There 
was no objection to the proposition of 
State Fire Marshal Wooldridge to in. 
crease from 1 to 3 percent the key rate 
allowance for teaching fire prevention 
in the public schools, using approved 
text books, and it was adopted. 

There was no objection by the insyr- 
ance men or others to eliminating the 
charge of 25 cents for watch service in 
ice factories and cold storage plants 
and allowing reasonable credit for ap- 
proved fire extinguishers. Likewise no 
objection was made to annulling the 
schedules on rice and placing rice under 
the general grain schedule. 

Judge William Thompson urged that 
the proposed reduction from $3 to $2 
in the basis rate on cotton on planta- 
tions and river banks be passed over 
until the hearing of Nov. 15 in order 
that more data could be gotten, Saying 
there is no separate experience avail. 
able now for cotton on farms. 

No one objected to the elimination 
of the charge where gasoline vapor 
lamps are used. 

_ There was quite considerable discus- 
sion over the suggestion to apply 50 
percent of occupancy table charge to 
brick buildings of ordinary construc- 
a —~ reduction of 50 percent of 

asis charge on_ sprinklered i 
hazard risks. . — 

The hearing was concluded with 
voluminous discussion of new oil forms 
and revision of the oil schedules. The 
discussion began at a night session and 
continued all the following day. It was 
warm at times. Many changes are pro- 
posed in the schedules to meet condi- 
tions in the Texas oil fields, but all was 
not harmony as to how these changes 
should be made. Commissioner Scott 





Why Not 
Add to 


Your Income? 





industry and brains. 


Farmers and stock raisers are prosperous. 
animal does not mean a dead loss if it is properly insured. We have the 
financial resources and all working equipment. 
You get the business. 

horses, mules and cattle against death from any cause. Also purebred swine. 


Experienced Management That Knows the Agents’ Needs 


Farmers and Breeders Live Stock Insurance Company 
Danville, Illinois 


H. C. Naylor, General Manager 


Wm. Ryan, Jr., President 


Values are high. A dead 


We need your acquaintance, 
We do the rest. We insure 


J. W. Meitzler, Secretary 
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NATIONAL LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CoO. 


Cash Capital $100,000.00 


FLYNN BUILDING, DES MOINES, 
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Stock Company 


IOWA 


C. S. RENSHAW, Pres. 


em FARMERS AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Organized without Promotion Expense 
HOME OFFICE: SIOUX CITY, IOWA 
N. J. HVISTENDAHL, Secy.-Megr. 


Specializing on Term Insurance for Farmers’ Automobiles 
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declared no radical reductions or ad- 
vances are contemplated, only an ad- 
justment to meet Texas conditions. 





Oklahoma Convention Dates Fixed 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 
19.—The officers of the Oklahoma As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents have de- 
cided on Dec. 7 and 8 as the dates for 
holding the annual convention of the 
association and Oklahoma City as the 
place. It is planned to make this a 
notable meeting with at least 400 to 
500 agents in attendance. An executive 
conference committee was appointed to 
work out the detail of the program and 
plan for the meeting. 

The Oklahoma Insurance Federation 
will also meet here on the same dates, 
following the precedent established last 
year. 





Question of Taxing Securities 


AUSTIN, TEX., Oct. 19—I@volved in 
the case of the Texas Fidelity & Bond- 
ing vs. the City of Austin, in which the 
Texas supreme court last week granted 
application for a writ of error, is the 
question of whether Article 8, Section 11, 
of the Texas constitution, means that 
securities deposited with the state treas- 
urer of Texas by Texas companies, under 
compulsion of law, thereby becomes situ- 
ated in the city of Austin and subject to 
taxation by that city. 

The trial court held that the securities 
so deposited were given a distinct situs 
from the domicile of the corporation 
and were subject to assessment and tax- 
ation by and in the city of Austin. The 
court of civil appeals affirmed this judg- 
ment. The supreme court, in granting 
the application for a writ of error, will 
review the case and make final decision. 





New Mutual at Dallas 


The Texas department has granted pre- 
liminary certificates to solicit business 
to the Lincoln Mutual Fire of Dallas. 
The promoters are: Morgan Sivia of 
Troupe; John E. Hodnett, Palestine; 
George B. Fuller, Jos. P. Roesman, J. D. 
Breedlove, B. W. Winters, all of Fort 
Worth; Irl L. Lingle, Cairo, Ill., and J. G. 
Darwin, Palestine. When the company 
has obtained $100,000 of business, repre- 
senting 100 separate risks, a license to 
write policies of insurance will be 
granted. 





Reviewing Salvage Work 


DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 19—Vice-Pres- 
ident and General Manager W. F. Tilton 
of New York has been in Dallas in con- 
nection with the work of the Under- 
writers Salvage Company in this field, 
He met the members of the Gulf Depart- 
ment Committee in the office of Chair- 
man P. P. Tucker, here last week for a 
general conference. Present were T. L. 
Lauve, John Gibbons, O. T. Klepinger of 
Houston, R: E. L. Leiper of San Antonio, 
Chas. F, Thomas and Alphonse Kenni- 
son, Jr., of Galveston. 





Inspection at Waco 


Chairman M. G. Jarreau of the Waco 
district of the Texas Conservation & Fire 
Prevention Committee visited Waco Oct. 
7-8 in company with Special Agents 
W. G. Achenbach, J. G. Knight, T. C. 
Cawthon, Fred Burness, Carl M. Hunt, 
Ford C. Benham, Walter Southgate, Her- 
bert C. Jones, Sam Powell and J. H. Van 
Amburgh. The city authorities, local in- 
surance agents, fire marshal and chief of 
the fire department and his men made 
an inspection of the business district of 
Waco as well as a number of special haz- 
ards. It is estimated that they inspected 
500 risks and for all risks where there 
was a serious fire hazard a duplicate in- 
spection report was given to the fire 
marshal in order that he could follow up 
this work with a _ re-inspection. The 
committee reports the most cordial sup- 
port on the part of the citizens of Waco 
in this work. 





Aylesworth Fire Believed Incendiary 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA, Oct. 19— 
Fire which destroyed six business build- 
ings at Aylesworth, Okla., Oct. 13, is 
suspected to have been of incendiary 
origin. The loss is estimated at $12,000. 
A few days before two other business 
buildings in the town had burned. No 
motive for an incendiary fire has been 
established. John T. Hamill has been 
sent to Aylesworth by the state fire mar- 
shal to investigate the fire. 

Losses in the fire which swept out a 














INSURANCE CO., LTD 


THE YORKSHIR OF YORK ENGLAND 


Established 1824, 


FIRE, LIGHTNING, SPRINKLER LEAKAGE, AUTOMOBILE, RIOT AND 
EXPLOSION INSURANCE 


U. S. Branch, 80 Maiden Lane, New iy 




















FRANK & punets, ERNEST B. 
Unit janagers. aay 
FRANK 8B. MARTIN, F. ~ WARVIG, 
Assistant Manager. ch Secretary. 
Assets $2,144,572.69 —S— Sundin $1,023,469.75 
DEPARTMENT MANAGERS: 
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CASH CAPITAL $200,000.00 


Metropolitan-Hibernia Fire Insurance Company 


of CHICAGO 


Is seeking desirable agents in Illinois. Write 
for particulars regarding commission contract. 


JOHN NAGHTEN & CO., General Managers 
Established 1863 


INSURANCE EXCHANGE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 














The Superior Fire Insurance Co. 
PITTSBURGH 


Incorporated 1871 


A. H. TRIMBLE, Prest. EDWARD HEER, Sec’y and Treas. 


Why not make room in your agency for a conservatively managed 
medium-sized American Company whose indemnity, treatment of agents and 
assured, will bear inspection for nearly half a century? 


Capital $400,000.00 Surplus to Policy Holders $730,417.59 
Assets $2,083,462.49 








KEYSTONE UNDERWRITERS 


DEPARTMENT OF 


The United American Insurance Co. 
The Union Insurance €o. 


The Globe Fire Insurance Co. 

The Western Insurance Co. 
All of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Combined Capital - $ 900,000 Combined Net Surplus - - - $ 733,329 

Combined Assets-- 3,179,134 Combined Surplus to Policvholders 1,633,329 


HENRY WACHTER, Manager - 218 Fourth Ave., PITTSBURGH, PA, 
(Reliable Agents Wanted in |FISH & SCHULKAMP 


Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois General Agents for Wisconsin 
and Wisconsin.) Madison - Wisconsin 














Surplus to Policy Holders over $160,000 


American Mutual Insurance Company 


Agents Wanted in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois 


FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE and MARINE 
J. W. McGINETY, Secretary 


Indianapolis 
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KING, ALLEY & LAWRENCE, :=corsrate 


136 William Street 


GENERAL AGENTS 


New York City 


Acceptable fire risks solicited from agents and brokers in all parts of the 


United States and Canada 








United States Automobile 





Insurance Company 


CAPITAL $500,000.00 AUTHORIZED UNDER THE LAWS OF IOW* 


Des Moines, Iowa 


AUTOMOBILE CASUALTY INSURANCE 
Facilities For Full Coverage Planted With Our Agency 


A. G. OGLE, Secretary and General Manager 

















Greater Capacity for Local Agents 


Use our unlimited capacity and wide experience for placing additional lines of 
insurance beyond the capacity of admitted companies. 
Binding Contracts with Guaranteed Underwriters at Lloyds and British Companies maintaining 
Immediate telegraphic binders given. 


MARSH & McLENNAN 


Insurance Exchange, Chicago 


United States Deposits. 


80 Maiden Lane 1615 California St. 114 Sansome St. 
NEW YORK DENVER SAN FRANCISCO 
302 West Superior St. 263 St. James St. 
DULUTH MONTREAL 


MINNEAPOLIS 


107 S. Fifth St. 901 Ford Bldg. 


DETROIT 
23 Leadenhall St. 
LONDON 

















RE-INSURANCE FIRE COMPANY 


P. J. CLANCY, President 


Began business January |, 
being negotiated with standard companies. 


DES MOINES 


F. E. HATHORN, Secretary 


1920. Re-insurance contracts now 
Correspondence solic- 


ited. Conservative underwriting. Experienced management. 





Reinsurance Only 


No Direct Business Written 


| premium of $528.50. 
4 preparing and 








(Established in 1782) 


PHOENIX ASSURANCE COMPANY, Ltd. 


OF LONDON 


Automobile—Use and Occupancy—Tornado—Sprinkler 
FIRE Leakage—Explosion and Riot and Civil Commotion. 


Head Office: 

100 Williams St., New York 
Western Department: 

Insurance Exchange, Chicago 
Marine and Automobile Dept: 

27 William St., New York 
Pacific Department: 

343 Sansome St., San F: rancisco 











of Watertown WY. 


STUART MORGAN, State Agent, Michigan 
CASHMAN & EV 


ANS, General 
N. T. JULIAN, State Agent 


©. T. PRICE, State Agent, 
J. D. 


Ohio and 
F. G. HERMAN, State Agent, dndiana end Kentucky, 
issou ansas 

BS. fee state Agent, Iowa, Nebraska and Minnesota, Omah 


FIRE, MARINE, WINDSTORM, 
AUTOMOBILE, SPRINKLER 
LEAKAGE, RIOT AND 
EXPLOSION INSURANCE 

East Lansing 

Agent Colorado, Denver 

est Virginia, Columbus 

ianapolis, Ind. 


oma, Kansas City, Mo. 
a, Nebraska 


Ins. Exc., State Agent, Illinois and Wisconsin, Chicago 


OFFICE SUPPLIES 


FOR INSURANCE AGENCIES 
“Eeerything for the Inauranes Man” 
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business block at Hanna, Okla., Oct. g 
are estimated at $100,000. t 
Companies having claims as a regy}t 
of the Aylesworth fire are Hartfo 
Westchester, Great American, Springfield 
and Fidelity-Phenix. Adjusters here 
have had no reports on the amount of 
the claims against each company. 


Nelson Back from Salvador 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 19 — 
Norman Nelson of the Bates Adjustment 
Company returned last week from §a). 
vador, where he went to examine a fire 
insurance claim. 

Jack W. Upsher of Upsher & Upsher 
insurance agents, and E. P. Bates of the 
Bates Adjustment Company, left lagt 
week for New York City, whence they 
will sail for Callao, Peru, where they 
will adjust a big insurance claim causeq 
by a devastating fire in an oil tank 
farm. 





Storm Damage in Texas 


DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 19—A destructive 
windstorm is reported from Winnsboro, 
in Wood county. Several business build- 
ings are said to have been destroyed and 
damage done to other property which 
will amount to many thousands of dol- 
lars. Details as to the extent of the loss 
have not yet been received. 


Want Experience by Classes 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 19— 
Fire insurance companies operating in 
Oklahoma have been requested in a rego- 
lution adopted last week by the state 
insurance board to present to the insur- 
ance department figures on their experi- 
ence in insuring each class of property, 
according to the department’s classifica- 
tion. 


State Hail Fund Deficit $500 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. Oct. 12.— 
Three policies on hail insurance consti- 
tute the total of such business done by 
the state during the present year, under 
the new law which established state 
hail insurance. As a result the state 
will face a deficit of at least $500, and 
if the cost of labor in preparing blanks, 
furnishing stamps and stationery may 
be considered, the shortage would be 
more, according to Commissioner Welch. 

The three policies written were: T. H. 
Blair, Beaver county, $1,600 on 160 acres 


of wheat, and $400 on barley. Total 
premium, $186. There was no loss on 
this. John W. Dunn, Roger Mills 


county, $4,600 on 2380 acres of wheat. 
Premium $345. No loss was sustained 
on this. E. B. Bowman, in same county, 
$250 on 25 acres of cotton. Premium, 
$22.50. There was a loss of $25 on the 
cotton. 

The total premium was $553.50, and 
with the loss of $25 leaves a _ net 
The expense of 
printing blanks and 
actual supplies to start the business 
was about $1,075. It must be remem- 
bered that premiums collected must go 
into a fund to defray losses, But in case 
any or all of the premiums collected 
could be used to defray expenses there 
would still be a deficiency of more than 
$500. 





Oklahoma Loss Ratio Heavy 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 19— 
If no more fire losses are reported in 
Oklahoma this year, fire insurance com- 
panies probably will have a loss ratio 
of 50 percent in the state this year, 
against a ratio of 30 percent last year, 
according to C. T. Ingalls, manager of 
the Oklahoma Inspection Bureau. 

“Losses have been especially heavy 
during the last three months, particu- 
larly during the last 30 days,” Ingalls 
said. “The towns of Aylesworth and 
Hanna were virtually destroyed by fire, 
and a host of smaller losses have been 
reported. 

“Three of the biggest companies oper- 
ating in the state are losing money on 
their business in the state in 1920. Their 
loss ratios are 100 per cent. That means 
that their claims equal the amount of 
premiums collected and that they are 
‘out’ the agents’ commissions and other 
expenses. On the other hand, many 
companies are making money in the 
state this year.” 

Fire loss in the state in September was 
little more than half that reported in 
August, according to John Connolly, 
state fire marshal. Total losses in 65 
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pullman car and one was the burning 
of an automobile. 


Texas Notes 


The State Fire Insurance Commission 
has allowed the town of Kaufman the 
maximum credit of 15 percent for good 
fire record in 1917, 1918 and 1919, the 
loss ratio being .066. 

As a result of installation of a new 
fire pump, the town of Bryan, Tex., has 
peen given a reduction of 3 cents in its 
key rate. The pump has a capacity of 
750 gallons a minute. 

The first eight months of this year 
1,273 automobiles were stolen in Texas, 
according to reports sent out by the 
Texas Automobile Underwriters confer- 
ence. Stolen cars to the number of 883 
were recovered during that period. Of 





the 281 cars stolen in Fort Worth, 227 
were recovered. In Dallas 335 cars 
were stolen, of which 225 were re- 
covered. 

The wholesale establishment of Glick 
& Shafstein of Dallas was destroyed by 
fire this week. The total loss was esti- 
mated at $100,000. The loss on the 
stock was $50,000, fully covered by in- 
surance. 


Recommendations have been made to 
the city council of Houston by the city 
fire marskal and fire chief that a fire 
boat be put into commission at the 
turning basin at the earliest possible 
time, and that all buildings and sheds 
should be equipped with sprinklers; also 
that water main connections be so made 
as to afford two sources of water sup- 
ply in the event of fires. The recom- 
mendations probably will be adopted. 
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BUSINESS GOOD IN KENTUCKY 


Good Volume of Tobacco Insurance 
Being Written, With Crop Pros- 
pects Generally Good 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Oct. 19—Local 
and special agents of Louisville report 
that business as a whole in the fire 
lines is excellent, there being a good 
amount of tobacco insurance at this 
time, while agricultural prospects are 
generally good. 

In Southwestern Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee cotton is coming on the markets, 
while tobacco barns are filling up, and 
the largest corn crop ever known in 
Kentucky and Southern Indiana is get- 
ting ready for the knife. Lumber pro- 
duction is also heavy, and due to light 
demand is on mill yards, which are now 
carrying larger stocks than for some 
years past. There is also a fair volume 
of oil business. " 

William May, manager of the farm 
department of the Royal, from Atlanta, 
was in Louisville for a day or so last 
week. Mr. May, in commenting on farm 
business, said: “In view of the agricul- 
tural conditions and low prices antici- 
pated for corn, tobacco and cotton, the 
situation is not as promising as had been 
anticipated, but all farm department 
men have been through numerous 
slumps, and business this year should 
be about up to the normal standard.” 


Cochrane with S. E. U. A. 


R. L. Cochran of Atlanta is temporarily 
filling the job of special agent of the 
Southeastern Underwriters Association 
in the western part of Virginia, with 
Roanoke headquarters pending a per- 
manent appointment later of a successor 
to W. B, Ragsdale, who has accepted the 
position of special agent in West Vir- 
ginia for the Great American, with 
Parkersburg headquarters. Mr. Cochrane 
was with the S. E. U. A. at Atlanta. 





Walmsley Agency’s Change 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., Oct. 19—To meet 
the demand for additional space, caused 
by the growth of its business in recent 
years, the Walmsley & Co., agency has 
leased the entire ground floor of 812-814 
Perdido street. 

S. P. Walmsley, Sr., president., R. M. 
Walmsley, secretary-treasurer, and C. B. 
Walmsley, vice-president, constitute the 
Officers of the corporation. The fire, 
automobile and marine insurance depart- 
ments are under the management of 
H. R. Sieger, while the casualty and 
bonding departments are supervised by 
A. M. Manning. 

It is a coincidence that the cotton firms 
of the late R. M. Walmsley and his son, 
S. P. Walmsley, occupied the second 
floor of the building at this location for 
upward of 40 years. 


Organizing a New Company 
James A. Blainey of Norfolk, Va., is 
organizing the Hampton Roads Fire & 
Marine in that city. Mr. Blainey was 
formerly connected with companies in 
the west and has given most of his at- 
tention to casualty and surety business. 





Louisiana Fire Prevention Bureau 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Oct. 19—The an- 
nual meeting of the Louisiana Fire Pre- 
vention Bureau was held Oct. 14, with 60 
companies represented. H. T. Higinbot- 





ham of the Scottish Union & National 
was elected president for the ensuing 
year, while J. G. Pepper, assistant man- 
ager of the Liverpool & London & Globe, 
succeeded to the office of vice-president. 
R. P. Strong was re-elected secretary of 
the Bureau for another term. It was 
voted that a suitable token of apprecia- 
tion be extended the retiring president, 
E. E. Wright, who has been the head of 
the Bureau for the past two years. In 
submitting Mr. Higinbotham’s name for 
the presidency, Special Agent Alonzo 
Church of the North America, made a 
very noteworthy address. 


Suggests Warehouse Plans 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Oct. 19—The 
success of the publicly owned ware- 
house in New Orleans is being cited by 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture in its efforts to encourage con- 
struction of properly built cotton ware- 
houses. Great interest is being taken in 
many parts of the cotton belt in the 
construction of such warehouses and the 
experts of the department of agriculture 
are laying especial stress on the neces- 
sity of having them constructed under 
the supervision of competent architects 
or engineers, and after consultation 
with insurance underwriters. It is also 
urged that all such structures should 
be equipped with automatic sprinklers, 
to reduce insurance rates. 

The bureau of markets has worked 
out a number of designs for such ware- 
houses, and will render every assistance 
to those contemplating the building of 
such structures, 


Fires in Rehandling Houses 


Companies operating in Kentucky say 
that within the last four or five weeks 
there have been a number of fires in re- 
handling tobacco houses. This product is 
owned by buyers who buy the crops from 
the farmers, sort it out and repack it. 





Farm Business in Kentucky 


Farm companies writing business in 
the tobacco districts of Kentucky say 
that there has been considerable reduc- 
tion in the amount of insurance carried 
where tobacco has been held. Many 
farmers did not sell their tobacco last 
year, holding it for a higher price. The 
price, however, went down and if any 
of the product is now moving the farm- 
ers are forced to accept a greatly re- 
duced price. The tobacco crop this year 
is not up to the grade owing to rust and 
mold. Therefore the farmers are not 
calling for any extra insurance. In other 
respects the farmers of Kentucky are 
enjoying a prosperous season. Com- 
panies, however, are watching very care- 
fully risks where there is much tobacco 
stored. 


Virginia Notes 


Newport News has a new building 
code drafted along modern lines. 


Purchase of such new fire apparatus 
as may be necessary for the protection 
of the Lamberts Point section of Nor- 
folk has been authorized by the Norfolk 
eity council. 


Steps toward a joint development of 
the water supplies of Bristol, Va., and 
Bristol, Tenn., were taken recently by 
the governing bodies of those two com- 
munities. A joint committee will in- 




















GUARDIAN S38 


Policyholder’s Surplus, $392,195.22. 
GENERAL REPRESENTATIVES 


W.K.SEASE . . .  . Southeastern Department, Columbia, South Carolina 

H. T. LAMEY RO Pe Te ae Re er NS Sey ke ee ae Denver, Colorado 

THE AGENCY COMPANY . . Salt Lake City, Los Angeles and San Francisco 
General Agents for the United States 


FOR AGENCY REPRESENTATION, ADDRESS ANY OF THE ABOVE, OR 
WALTER COX, Secretary, Salt Lake City 


Capital, $200,000.00. Assets $537,135.06. 








ORGANIZED 1854 


The Mechanics ‘om of Philadelphia 


JANUARY 1, 1920 


Cash Capital $600,000 Net Surplus, $655,162 
Surplus to Policyholders - - - $1,255,162 


Eastern Department Western Department 
D. H. DUNHAM 5. AI DeR Sec'y NEAL BASSETT, Vice-Pres. & Mer 
JOHN KAY Vice-Pres. = 
A. H. HASSINGER Sec’y PHILADELPHIA, W. T. BASSETT, Asst. Mer. 


NEWARK, N. J. PENNA. CHICAGO, ILL. 





ORGANIZED 1855 


FIREMEN’S "Company OF NEWARK 


JANUARY 1, 1920 


Cash Capital $1,250,000 Net Surplus, $2,300,393: 
Surplus to Policyholders - - - $3,550,393 


Eastern Department 


Western Department 
D. H. DUNHAM, President 


NEAL BASSETT 


tary 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 








ASSETS $1,078,543.48 
NEED AN 
AGGRESSIVE COMPANY, EH? 


HENRY CLAY 


WANTS A LIVE AGENT; 
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LEXINGTON, KY. 











vestigate and report as to the most 
feasible plan. 


Three representatives of the Virginia 
Local Agents Association are attending 
the national meeting in Des Moines this 
week. They are James T. Catlin, Jr., 
president; Archer L. Richardson, secre- 











Maybe Your Puzzles Have Already Been Solved 


600 Local Agents have submitted the legal questions that have arisen 
in the conduct of their business to the legal department of Rough Notes 
and the conductor of this department has given authoritative answers. 
These questions have been published in two books—“The Forum,” 


Volumes I and II. The two volumes together cost $2.50. Buy them on approval. 
Ask to have them sent. 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER COMPANY 
Exchange 


1362 Insurance CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Cash Capital - - 
$10,748,246.37 
7,638,598.39 


Assets - - - - = = 
Liabilities, including Capital 
HEAD OFFICE: 


National Piberty | 


Susurance Gompany | 
«of Ametiva. : 


STATEMENT JANUARY 1, 1920 | 


709-717 Sixth Avenue, Cor. 41st Street, NEW YORK 


| 
{ 
} 
} 
i 


- - $1,000,000.00 
Net Surplus- - - - - $3,109,647.98 
Surplus to Policy Holders -  4,109,647.98 








“GEORGE E. FEENEY, President 
EDWARD T. LYONS, 5 7-3 


The Columbian 





NR oe i eo 


Department for the Protection 


430 N. Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Surplus to Policyholders . 
The Securities of this Company are deposited with the Indiana Insurance 


Agents Wanted in Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin and Minnesota 


A. M. WAGNER, Supt. of Agencies 


Jnsurance Co. 


$529,005.00 
344,529.00 


of Policyholders and Creditors 








Established 1831. 
CASH CAPITAL, $100,000 





Madison Insurance Company 


Charter Perpetual 


A staunch, desirable Indiana company writing fire and 
marine covers, and specializing in excess lines and 
marine insurance. 


A HIGH STANDARD OF SERVICE ALWAYS 
Home Office: 108 North Delaware Street, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


H. H. WOODSMALL, President 


NET SURPLUS, $146,001.54 

















INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS 








rod 





'LLINOIS MISSOURI 


QUINCY ADJUSTMENT 
and SERVICE BUREAU 


Well’s Bidg., Quincy. GEORGE C. GILL, Mar. 


IOWA | 





S0UTHERN ILLINOIS, INDIANA AND MISSOURI 
Adjusters for the Companies | 


ELLIOTT & SON 
Firat National Bank Building McLeansboro, Iilinols 


tELINOIS AND EASTERN IOWA 


Western Ulinois Adjustment Bureau 
62 S. Cherry St., Galesburg, Ill. 





NORTHERN MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
Adjusters of Fire Losses 


206 Schirmer Bldg. 304 Federal Ave., Saginaw, Mich. 


MiiNNESOTA AND TRIBUTARY STATES 
J. F. MAIN & COMPANY 








| General Adjusters. 14 years experience. 
506 Palace Bidg., Minneapolis, Minn. 
MISSOURI KANSAS 


F. W. LITTLE, JR., Adjuster 
FIRE and AUTOMOBILE LOSSES 
503-505 Orear-Leslie Bldg. KANSAS CITY, MO. 








sige “<<.  « preven sO Los any weasane Over 30 Years Experience 
ALLINOIS INDIANA || MISSOURI KANSAS 
ELDRIDGE H. SPERRY 


R 
606 & 7 Robeson Bldg., (Champaign, Tl. 
Western Union or Long Dist. Phone (Office 147, 
Res. 458) facilitates prompt service 


Ben. C. Coo CF, Insurance Adjustments 





ILLINOIS—Northern and Centra 


Mid-West Adjustment Co., Inc. 
AUTOMOBILE AND FIRE ADJUSTERS 
322-324 Ridge Bldg. Kansas City, Mo. 


T. W. GARRETT, Manager 














College Building OTTAWA,ILL. Phones 913R and 791 
Adjuster of FIRE ANDWINDSTORM LOSSES for Compani 
35 years in insurance work 


IND. ILL. KY. 
H. N. ODELL 
110 Upper Second Second St., Evansville, Ind. 
Adjusters of Fire, Tornado, Automobile and loland 
Marine Losses 


BASTEEN DLBENOIS WESTERN INDIANA 
W. A. MeMAHON, Adjuster 


Fire and Tesmado Losses. Experienced. Prompt and 
Efficient Service. 
Georgetown, Ili. 


Black Butidtag Phone No. 77 
SOUTHERN INDIANA KENTUCKY 
H. L. MAURY 


ADJUSTER OF LOSSES 











KANSAS 
JOHN M. KINKEL _ W. P. KINKEL 
KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
FIRE, TORNADO and AUTOMOBILE 
LOSSES ADJUSTED 
HUTCHINSON - - - - 
NEBRASKA—IOWA—KANSAS 
A BALDWIN 





Independent Adjuster 
Fire, Automobile & Tornado Losses 
614-15 Paxton Block, Omaha, Nebr. 


NEBRASKA WESTERN IOWA 
CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE & ADJUSTMENT BUREA 
W. H. Hatteroth, Attorney and Manager. 
reports. 
all classes of claims. Cases h 





612 Columbia Bldg. Louisville, Ky 


Kansas Oklahoma Eastern Colorade 
WARREN ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
R. B. WARREN, Manager. 
Fire Loss Adjustments for the Companies Only 
No. 229 Beacon Building Wichita, Kansas 








INDIANA-MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT CO. 
AS . Pres. American Trust Building 
H. & . Vice-Pres. South Bend, 
C. W. Ginz, Secy. & Treas. Indiana 
This concern is well equipped to handle all kinds of losses. 


andled in court if nee 
essary. 1418 First National Bank Building, OMAHA 


OHIO—WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
FRANE kA. DUNNING CO. 


& Adjustments 
Obio Bldg., Akron, O. v Main 50, O. C. 266) 
WISCONSIN AND MICH N 
Fire Loss Adjustments § Wisconsin and Michigen 
er 25 years’ experience. 
DAVID LAWSON 
Room 1, Cook Block Oshkosh, Wisconsin 





Local and Long Distance Telephone 786 


tary-treasurer; Henry C. Young, chair- | months. : 
: | been connected with the department for 
| upward of 13 years. 


man of the executive committee. 


+ —_——... 


He was 62 years old and hag 


For a time before 


Simon Salomon, license clerk of the} being made license clerk, he was deputy 
fire marshal under Commissioner But- 


Virginia insurance department, died last 
week, following an 


illness of several | ton. 








ON THE PACIFIC COAST 





Anaconda’s Great Record 


The trophy for leading in the fire pre- 
vention campaign on the Pacific coast 
for the first six months of 1920 was 
awarded to the fire department of Ana- 
conda, Mont., at the recent convention 
of the Pacific Coast Association of Fire 
Chiefs, held at Los Angeles. According 
to Chief Berry of Anaconda, the fire de- 
partment there did not lay a foot of 
hose in the first six months of this year 
and there was only one fire in the city in 
that period. His report showed an an- 
nual fire loss per capita in Anaconda of 
only 3 cents, as against $2.50 for the 
United States as a whole. 

Piedmont, Cal., was second in the con- 
test; Los Angeles, third; Oakland, Cal., 
fourth, and Alameda, Cal., fifth. 





Junker Succeeds Alverson 


FRANCISCO, CAL., Oct. 20—H. 
Junker, formerly assistant to W. W. 
Alverson, has been appointed Pacific 
Coast department manager of the United 
States Fire, North River, Richmond and 
New Brunswick, succeeding Mr. Alver- 
son, who died a short time ago. 

Mr. Junker received his training in the 
New York office of Crum & Forster and 
later became assistant to Western Man- 
ager Fred M. Gund. He went to the Pa- 
cific Coast about two years ago. 


SAN 


Arrest in Coast Arson Case 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Oct. 19.—In- 
vestigation by the Fire Prevention Bu- 
reau of the Pacific of recent fires at the 





lllinois Pacific Glass Works here, which 


, caused estimated damage exceeding $1,- 


000,000, and several fires in the timber 
lands and plant of the Weed Lumber 
Company at Weed, resulted in the arrest 
of a watchman in the employ of the 
Weed Lumber Company, who is charged 
with making fourteen unsuccessful at- 
tempts to destroy the Weed plant. Qp- 
eratives of the bureau believe that in his 
arrest they have taken an important step 
in breaking up a gang of “red” argon 
terrorists. He denies responsibility for 
the fires, but admits that he has been 
acting as an organizer for the I. W. w. 





Coast Notes 


The Oakland city council has backed 
the movement to secure a reduction in 
fire rates for Oakland. 

H. L. Gordon, a prominent San Fran- 
cisco broker, lost his life in an auto- 
mobile accident in San Mateo county 
during the week. 

Dixwell Hewitt, manager of the 
Facific Coast department of the Hart- 
ford, is in New York, as is also Ray 
Decker of Roff & Decker, Coast de- 
partment manager of the Home of New 
York. 

Fire, communicated from a burning 
box car, damaged the ice plant of the 
Imperial Ice & Development Company at 
Brawley, Cal., to the amount of $200,000. 
In addition a claim for 4,000 tons of 


ice is made against insurance in- 
| terested. 
W. L. Dowell, manager of the auto- 


| mobile department of the California, 


has returned to San Francisco from 
Los Angeles where he has been ill for 
six weeks past, suffering an operation 
from the effects of which he has fully 
recovered. 





IN THE MOUNTAIN FIELD 








Fairchild Finds 
Game in Fire Business Being 
Worked on Motorists 


| Commissioner Old 


j 
| 
| 


| 





DENVER, COL., Oct. 19.—Commis- 


automobile insurance “expert.” 
cording to the report the “expert” ap- 


a stipulated fee will examine his poli- 
cies which he will probably find defec- 
tive. After the first examination and 
when the fee is paid the “expert” van- 
ishes. While this is quite an old game 
in fire insurance, it is the first it has 
come to light in the automobile insur- 
ance business. 





Live Stock Rates Reduced 


DENVER, COLO., Oct. 19—A reduc- 
tion of 25 percent has been made in the 
insurance rates for live stock shipped 
into the Denver stockyards, according 
to an announcement made by R. H. West, 
Jr., general manager of the Hartford. 
The former rate of 20 cents a car has 
been reduced to 15 cents according to 
Mr. West. It is said by local insurance 
men that the Denver stockyards is one 
of the best insurance risks in the coun- 
try. The cut in rates follows a similar 
reduction in Omaha and all the large 
eastern markets. 


Riot Cover for City of Denver 


Denver has placed riot and civil commo- 
tion insurance on all city buildings and 
other property amounting to $2,144,950. 
Since the tramway strike riots early in 
August when a mob threatened the city 
hall, the city fathers realized the neces- 
sity of this protection. The schedule was 
worked out and the line written by sev- 
e141 Denver agents. 


Increase in Dry Farming 


The large increase in the cultivation 
of the “dry farming” sections of Colo- 
rado is shown by the recent census re- 





WARNING ON AUTO “EXPERTS” | 





sioner Fairchild has issued a warning | 
through the Denver papers against an | 
Ac- | 


proaches the holder of a policy and for | 


DENVER, COLO., Oct. 19—The city of | 


turns. The number of farms increased 
over 13,000 in the last ten years, or 
practically 30 percent. 
which is one of the dryest of the dry, 
the number of farms increased from 540 
to-1,858 and other dry land counties 
showed almost as large an_ increase. 
Wheat yields from these sections in the 
past few years have been very satisfac- 
tory. 





Mountain Notes 


W. A. Louis, assistant manager of the 
New Zealand at San _ Francisco, has 
keen making an extended trip through 
the mountain states and was a Denver 
visitor last week. 


The Standard Fire of Hartford has 
appointed the Hitchings-Van Schaack 
Investment Company of Denver as gen- 
eral agents for Colorado. This firm also 
has the Atlas Assurance and the Man- 
chester Underwriters for the same ter- 


| ritory. 


Massachusetts Notes 


The Ohio Mutual of Coshocton, 0., 
has been admitted to Massachusetts for 
fire reinsurance business and appointed 
Gale & Stone its Boston agents. 

Partnership has been formed the 
past week by Frederick L. Watts and 
Walter R. Hussey under the name of 
Watts & Hussey, who will contribute 
business to the American Eagle, Home 
F. & M., National Union Fire and Penin- 
sular Fire from 50 Kilby street, Boston. 
Both young men were at one time in 
the Field & Cowles office. 


AGENCY SERVICES 


Telephone Cadiflac 1861 
ARTHUR F. THAYER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 


501-2 Dime Bank Bldg. 
Agency Audits DETROIT, MICH 

















In Baca county, . 





HOTEL WISCONSIN 
Big Hotel of Milwaukee 
HEADQUARTERS for INSURANCE MEN 
500 Rooms—400 with Bath 
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AUTOMOBILE ADJUSTER 


wan Position as an Automobile Loss 
Adjuster with Local or General Agency, by a 
ang married man, now connected with large 
Local Agency. Five years’ experience as Auto 
mechanic and Six years with General Fire Agency. 
Best of References. 


Addresss 67-J, care The National Underwriter. 















Wanted: Manager for supply de- 
ent Western General Office. 
State experience and salary expected. 


Address 69-L, care of The National 


Underwriter. 
avail 











Wanted—by local insurance office 
Chicago—high grade insurance engineer 
and inspector, one thoroughly familiar 
with schedule rating—answer stating’ref- 
erences and experience. Address 68 K, 
care The National Underwriter. 








—_—— 


WANTED 


“Inter-Insurance inspector and solicitor wanted 
by Fire Insurance Exchange for field work. 
Address stating experience and references.” 

Address 7B, Care The National Underwriter. 








Thoroughly experienced man, familiar 
with conditions and well acquainted in 
Nebraska, will consider a position as 
State or Special Agent in that field. At 
present employed but can make change 
on short notice. Address 63-F, care The 
National Underwriter. 








“Wanted—Two young men for register 
work. Must be good writers. Apply to Mr. 
Gillen, Queen Insurance Co., 209 W. Jackson 
Boulevard, Chicago.” 








General Agency Wanted 


for Detro‘t and Wayne County, 
Michigan, for strong casualty 
company, also for good fire 
company. Large Agency, 
established eleven years, good 
| volume of profitable business. 

) Address 64-G 


Care The National Underwriter 








WANTED—Couple of young 
men, one for filing and one for 
map work. 


Queen Insurance Co. 
209 W. Jackson, Chicago 


at. 








Insurance Service 
FOR KANSAS AGENTS 





wr 1)1eeoe rs”? 


ALL BRANCHES OF INSURANCE 


_ 


All Business Reported to the 
General Agencyat Topeka, Kansas 






The Miler-Jones Investment Company 
GENERAL AGENT 
101 Jackson St. Topeka, Kansas 


Desirable Agency Connections Solicited 
















































| NEWS FROM THE EAST | 











HAZARD FROM FLOATING OIL 





Dumping of Refuse Into Harbors Is 
Not Regarded, However, as 
Especially Menacing 





NEW YORK, Oct. 19.—In the opin- 
ion of experts, while a fire hazard un- 
doubtedly does exist because of the 
increasing quantity of crude oil being 
dumped into the harbors of the country 
by oil burning vessels, it is not of 
serious proportions, and underwriters 
have no occasion for undue alarm in 
the matter. A federal law forbids ves- 
sels emptying deposits from oil burn- 
ing engines into harbor waters, and in- 
spectors are on the alert to check the 
practice—a task by no means easy, as 
the discharge is usually made through 
pipes below the water line. The use of 
crude oil for fuel has increased enor- 
mously in the past few years and is 
destined to have a still greater growth 
because of the scarcity and the in- 
creasing price of coal and the expense 
and trouble in its handling. Factories 
along the water fronts as well as ves- 
sels are tempted to get rid of their oil 
residue by dumping the waste into the 
water, with the result that the harbors 
all along the Atlantic seaboard, and 
particularly at this city, are covered 
with an oil scum, which attaches to pier 
pilings. While floating oil refuse would 
not ignite readily, the fear is that if 
one of the piers burned and timbers 
therefrom floated about the harbor, 
they might set fire to other docks, and 
that once ablaze, their extinguishment 
would be difficult. 

Some months ago Fire Chief Em- 
merich of Baltimore became greatly 
exercised over this menace and called 
the attention of the port authorities to 
it. While the city cannot pass a pro- 
hibitive ordinance, control of the water- 
ways resting with the federal govern- 
ment, Baltimore did adopt the plan of 
handing a memorandum to the captains 
of all incoming vessels warning of the 
danger of floating oil and urging the 
seamen to safeguard against the haz- 
ard in so far as they possibly could. 





Takes Over Fire Marshal Office 


BALTIMORE, MD., Oct. 20.—The insur- 
ance commissioner has taken over the 
fire marshal’s office and Commissioner 
Keating, who is fire marshal ex-officio, 
announces that the department has 
mapped out a strenuous campaign of 
fire prevention. George R. Percy, who 
has been connected with the Maryland 
department for the past three years, 
has been appointed deputy fire marshal. 





To Increase Knickerbocker’s Capital 


The Knickerbocker of New York has 
called a meeting of stockholders for Oct. 
27 to vote on the proposition to increase 
its capital from $500,000 to $600,000. 





North America Buys Building 


NEW YORK, Oct. 19—The North 
America, which is the oldest stock com- 
pany in the United States, has purchased 
the Merchant Marine house, occupying 
the front on William street from Beaver 
to South William. 

The property covers a lot of about 
5,200 square feet, with street frontages 
of 70 feet on Beaver street and 128 feet 
on South William street. In addition to 
being right in the heart of the marine 
insurance and shipping district it is one 
of the finest properties in lower New 
York on account of its street frontage, 
light and exceptional advantages of 
office layout. The ground floor and base- 
ment will be occupied by the company. 

The property is located within a short 
block of every prominent exchange in 
New Yor, including the Maritime Ex- 
change and the Consolidated Stock Ex- 
change. The Cotton and Coffee Exchanges 
are in the same block. Directly opposite 
are the marine underwriting offices of 
McGee & Co., Willcox, Peck & Hughes, 
Chubb & Son, offices of the British Amer- 
ica and allied companies, and opposite on 
Beaver street are three new fireproof 
buildings devoted entirely to marine in- 





North American Fire 


Insurance Company 


401-404 CROCKER BUILDING 
DES MOINES, IOWA 


Assets, $796,357.76 





Lines Written: 
Fire 
Tornado 
Hail 


O. P. ODE, President 
JOHN PETERSON, Secretary 
W. G. HODGE, Asst. Sec’y 














LIVE AGENTS WANTED 


—In the States of— 
KANSAS NEBRASKA COLORADO 
IOWA SOUTH DAKOTA WYOMING 
for Fire, Tornado, Hail, Automobile, and allied lines. We represent as State and 
General Agents the 


Globe & Rutgers Fire Insurance Co. of New York 
Camden Fire Insurance Association of Camden, N. J. 
for all lines excepting Camden in Colorado for hail only, and in addition we represent 
as General Agents the Minneapolis Fire and Marine of Minneapolis in Nebraska. 
Kindly Wire or Telephone Us for Capacity 


REYNOLDS-MORRISON-RATHBURN CO. 
Offices:—512 Maim Street, Fremont, Nebr. Brandeis Theatre Bldg., Omaha. Nebr. 

















foTEL FONTENELLE 
OMAHA, NEB. 
A. W. NOLET 


Manager 





330 ROOMS—330 BATHS 














The Best Field in the Insurance Business 
Today is Live Stock Insurance 
We want good men who work among farmers and stockmen to communicate with us 
Territory in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Oklahoma, Missouri and Iowa 
THE KASKASKIA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. 


INCORPORATED 


Home Office: - - - Shelbyville, IMinois 








AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


Incorporated ; 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 
Minnesota’s largest Automobile Mutual writing full floater, Fire, 
Lightning, Tornado, Transportation, Windstorm, Theft, Property 
Damage and Collision. We specialize on term coverage and 
dealers’ insurance. Attractive rates and agency proposition. We 
want live agents in every town in Minnesota. 


A. J. Schunk, Supt. of Agents. 














Capital Fire Insurance Company of California 
Agents wishing to represent a high olass progressive company, apply to 
BIERCE & SAGE CO., Michigan State Agents 
219-220-221 Hammond Bidg., Detroit 
Correspondence solicited for direct lines or re-insurance on mercantiles and special hazards where not represented 
Prompt Service Telephone, Cherry 5154 


a 
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CHARTERED A. D., 1794 







a cee ISWALVA va\ 


308-310 WALNUT ST.. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


GUSTAVUS REMAK, Jr., Pres. 
WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-Pres. 
H.W. STEPHENSON, Vice-Pres 


JOHN J. P. RODGERS, Sec’y and Treas 
SAM’L P. RODGERS, Asst. Sec’y 


CASH CAPITAL $1,000,000 
TOTAL ASSETS SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS 
$1,651,117.74 


744,820.88 sl 
FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE, LIGHTNING, RENT, USE AND OCCUPANCY 
INSURANCE. AGENTS WANTED WHERE NOT REPRESENTED. 








Twenty-First Annual Statement 


NORTHWESTERN 


FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


January Ist, 1920 


Assets - ~ ~ - $2,081,672.23 
Liabilities = - - - 1,378,812.31 
Cash Capital ° ° ° 400,000.00 
Net Surplus - - ~ - 301,198.24 
Surplus to Policyholders - - 701,198.24 


Fire, Lightning, Tornado, Hail and Automobile Insurance 
OFFICERS 


ISAAC HAZLETT, Vice-President 
WM. COLLINS, ‘Treasurer and Assistant Secretary 
H. J. GIBSON, Assistant Secretary 


C. T. JAFFRAY, President 
JOHN H. GRIFFIN, Vice-President and Secretary 
E. C. WARNER, Vice-President 














AUTOMOTIVE 


Insurance Company 
Cash Capital $100,000.00 
Home Office 
Mason City, Iowa 


Offers an attractive agency contract to IOWA and SOUTH DAKOTA 
AGENTS. _Insures Motor vehicles against the hazards of FIRE, THEFT, 
TRANSPORTATION, TORNADO and WINDSTORM 


E. H. WARNER, Secretary-Manager 
STANLEY K. WILLIAMS, Agency Supervisor J.H. BUNTEN, Special Agent 








lowa National Fire Ins. Co. 


Des Moines 


FIRE—LIGHTNING—TORNADO and 
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


An IOWA Company For IOWA Business 
IOWA Agents Wanted 
JOHN L. BLEAKLY, President 


FRANK L. MINER, Vice-President Cc. M. SPENCER, Secretary 
C. S. VANCE, Second Vice-President FRANK P. FLYNN, Treasurer 











F.R.Ormsby, Pres. G. F. Hutchings, Secy. Joseph Winum, Treas. & Asst. Sec. 


Industrial Fire Insurance Co. 
AKRON, OHIO 





Capital $300,000 Surplus to Policyholders $444,650 





An Ohio Company writing business through Ohio Agents. 
Farm Department. Why not represent an Ohio company? 


AGENTS WANTED 











surance purposes, one of which is occu- 
pied by a group of American companies. 

The North America is represented in 
its marine department by Platt, Fuller & 
Co., who are now located at 27 William 
street, and its fire department is repre- 
sented by Darby, Hooper & McDaniel at 
122-124 William street. 


Hamilton on World Trip 


James Hamilton, general manager and 
a director of the Yorkshire, arrived in 
New York last week from Toronto, Can. 
Mr. Hamilton is now on a trip around 
the world, visiting the principal branch 
offices of the company. He plans to 
stay in New York about two weeks and 
from there will go to San Francisco and 
later to Australia and New Zealand. 


Royal Exchange Brokerage Department 


NEW YORK, Oct. 19—The Royal Ex- 
change has opened a brokerage depart- 
ment, tenth floor, 92 William street, with 
Cc. P. Banghart as superintendent. Mr. 
Banghart for some time has been chief 
examiner for the Royal Exchange, prior 
to which he was in charge of brokerage 
department of the Scottish Union & Na- 
tional. 

John Marsden, assistant examiner, will 
succeed Mr. Banghart as chief examiner. 
Before Mr. Marsden’s connection with 
the Royal Exchange he was with Fred 
S. James & Co. 

Mr. Banghart has been connected with 
the company for some time and has 
proven himself both a_ skilled under- 
writer and an efficient business pro- 
ducer. The additional facilities offered 
brokers through the creation of the new 
department should materially increase 
the income of the popular British cor- 
poration. 


Insurance Credit Union Organized 

NEW YORK, Oct. 20—The Insurance 
Credit Union of New York has been or- 
ganized under the bank laws of the state 
for the purpose of affording financial 
assistance and facilities for young men 
engaged in the insurance business. The 
incorporators are well known New. York 
local agents. The organization will be 
under the regular supervision of the 





banking department and will build up'a 


— 
saving deposit account. When there % 
need it will make loans either by 
lateral or endorsement of a member, De- 
posits are to be accepted to pay interegt 
at the rate of 5 percent and loans w 
be at the rate of 1 percent a month, 
connected or related to the insuranee 


, business may become a member by pup. 
chasing one share or more at $5 q Share, — 
It is probable that membership dues will 


be $1 a week. The officers are: Presi- 
dent, Eugene Gauvin; vice-president, 
Maxwell H. Meyer; secretary, Frank I 
Planding; treasurer, David Queen, j 


Eastern Fire’s General Agency 


NEW YORK, Oct. 20—The Central Fire 
Office, Inc., has been appointed Zeneral 
agent of the Eastern Fire of Atlantic 
City, N. J., for the United States and 
Canada. The Central Fire office, which 
already represents a number of com- 
panies, will commence writing for the 
Eastern Fire shortly. 


. 


Eastern Notes 
The Riall-Jackson Company of Balti- 


‘more has taken over the Marquette Na- 


tional, National Union and the Indem- 
nity Insurance Company of North Amer- 
ica, making a total of nine companies 
now in that office. 

The Shippers’ Underwriting Agency of 
New York has been appointed genera} 
marine agent for the New Jersey Fire, 
The agency also represents the Baltica 
Insurance Company and the Peninsular 
Fire of Michigan 


All officers and employes of Beidler 
& Bookmyer, Philadelphia brokers, at- 
tended the company’s annual banquet 
and festivities Oct. 14. President E. A, 
Bookmyer narrated the history of the 
company, which began in 1865. 


The Liberty Fire of St. Louis has com- 
missioned the Interstate Insurance 
Agency of Philadelphia and_ vicinity, 
The  Metropolitan-Hibernia Fire hag 
withdrawn from the Interstate Insurance 
Agency and appointed as Philadelphia 
representatives Ralph Anspach and John 
W. Buckman. 


The Smith-Austermuhl Company, one 
of the two exclusive underwriting agen- 
cies operating in Camden, N. J., last 
week moved into the new buildin 
erected by the company at a cost o 
approximately $150,000. The agency and 
brokerage company occupies all of the 
first and a portion of the second floor. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE NAMED 





R. B. Ives of Aetna Is Made Chair- 
man—Will Carry Out Western 
Union Suggestion 





The governing committee of the 
Western Union has appointed a special 
committee consisting of Ives, 
Aetna, chairman; J. H. Carr, Hartford, 
and C. R. Street, Fidelity-Phenix, a 
committee to carry out the suggestions 
as outlined in the following resolution 
adopted at the last union meeting. 

Resolved, That the Union is in full 
sympathy with the efforts of the Na- 
tional Automobile Conference and in its 
desire to properly support rules and 
regulations to control this business it 
is hereby 

Resolved as mandatory, That the gov- 
erning committee is authorized to adopt 
as mandatory the rules and regulations 
of the National Automobile Conference, 
and to that end the governing commit- 
tee shall appoint a committee of three 
members, to meet with similar commit- 
tees of the National Automobile Confer- 
ence and the Western Insurance Bureau, 
to bring about full cooperation. 


Bankers Auto in Pennsylvania 


The Bankers Automobile of Lincoln, 
Neb., has just entered Pennsylvania to 
write casualty lines on automobiles, as- 
sociated with the Bankers Fire, which 
will write the fire and theft. Robert H. 
Hall has been appointed special agent 
for Pennsylvania. H. W. Allen, who has 
recently been appointed superintendent 
of the automobile department for both 
companies, is looked upon as a very 
capable underwriter and will prove a 
valuable asset to this organization. 


Eastern Conference to Meet 


HARTFORD, CONN., Oct, 20.—The an- 
nual meeting of the Eastern Automobile 
Underwriters Conference will be held in 


this city on Oct. 29. The New England 
Conference will also meet here on the 
same day. The commissions committee 
of the National Conference is scheduled 
to meet at Atlantic City on Nov. 3. The 
gathering is looked forward to with un- 
usual interest. The committee will have 
to harmonize the views of the marine 
and the casualty men as well as the fire 
underwriters upon the very important 
subject of agency commissions on auto- 
mobile business in all parts of the 
country. 





Seek Abstract Law in Utah 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Oct. 19— 
The Utah State Automobile Association 
will present a bill for an abstract of 
title law for automobiles when the next 
legislature assembles in January. It is 
claimed that this plan will put a stop 
to the use or sale of stolen cars. It is 
believed that the abstract of title plan 
as a national law would assure the best 
results, but it is aimed to pass a state 
law until such time as a federal law 
can be secured, 





To Act on Collision Rates 


HARTFORD, CONN., Oct. 20.—Provid- 
ing the recommendation meets the ap- 
proval of the governing committee of 
the National Automobile Underwriters 
Conference, which is to consider the 
matter. at its meeting in New York om 
Thursday, a new class eight in the asso- 
ciation’s rate classification will be cre- 
ated. Collision rates were reviewed by 
the rate committee of the organization 
at its gathering in this city a few days 
ago, at which an equitable distribution 
of the charge that is now practiced was 
agreed upon instead of penalizing new 
cars by a heavy first year collision 
charge. The rate will be graduated over 
a term of five years reducing gradually. 
While the aggregate collected will be 


longer period, a condition that seemed to 

the underwriters far more equitable 

than the method now in vogue. . 
A comparison of loss experience at- 





tested the unwisdom of any reduction 








the same it will be distributed over 4 © 
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COMPANY oo 
" oHiO’S OLDEST- rieaahlee 
‘on STRONGEST By Ay Measurement” 


C.A. L. PURMORT, SECRETARY 








“AO, 000 Satisfied 
Policyholders. 



















CENTRAL MANUPACTURERS’ BLDG. 
ee WE RT, OF ; : 


ASALLE STR 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 











Nothing but hail insurance—naturally the best service on 
this highly profitable, quick return line of indemnity. 


K.T. MARTIN & CO. 
FORT WORTH 


The only exclusive hail insurance general agency in Texas. A low 
loss ratio for the seven years in business, a fine record on returns 
to agents, a reputation second to none among buyers of hail coverage. 





THE LARGEST EXCLUSIVELY AUTOMOBILE 


The . 
MUTUAL IN OHIO 


NATIONAL 
MUTUAL 


Insurance Co. 
CELINA, OHIO 





Writing Full Floater, Fire, Lightning, 
Windstorm, Explosion and Theft 


Over thirty-one million automobile fire and theft 


insurance in force. 


Live Agents Wanted in Ohio and Indiana 











E. J. BROOKHART, 
Secretary 














The Great American is Ohio’s 
Largest and Strongest Automobile 
Insurance Company. 


Why? There’s a reason—ask any 
one of the company’s 400 loyal 
agents in the state or any one of 
its thousands of policy holders. 


Full coverage automobile insurance 
at reduced rates. 


Full legal reserve back of every 
policy. 





MANSFIELD,OHIO. 


Automobile Insurance at Cost 


THE MERCHANTS’ & MANUFACTURERS’ MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 
OF MANSFIELD, OHIO 


Net Cash Surplus Over $100,000 
Wide Awake Agents Wanted In 
OHIO, ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN AND PENNSYLVANIA 


Also Writing General Fire 
Paying 25% Dividends to Policyholders 


Write for Particulars G. W. DEYARMON, Sec’y 











The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 
Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 


HENRY WENTZ, President L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’! Agent 
The only Ohio Company Specialising on Plate Glass Insurance. Not an Experiment. 


SERVICE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 








AUTOMOBILE Accident & Health and Automobile Insurance 








Richland Mutual Insurance Company 
MANSFIELD, OHIO 
Incorporated 1850 

TOTAL ASSETS 
J. A. RIGBY, President 








$2,486,445.48 
BUSINESS CONFINED TO OHIO R. SMITH, Secretary 











ACCIDENT 

INSURANCE “AT ACTUAL COST”—WHY PAY MORE? & HEALTH 

int on a INSURANCE 
BE, BERT umeery 

COLLISION SPECIAL? 
PROPERTY rma for Business and 
AAABILETYS |e} DAY TON, OHIO “en 
ee Ek UP aS : — ae 

POLICY Os 11 Years ofj 

hong oe LINSURA = 
in Ohio. J.R. Jones, Secy, Settlements. 








The complete weekly newspaper of 
insurance—The National Underwriter. 








LOST POLICY 


KNOX MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 











CERTIFICATES 


Save work of cancelling and rewriting 
lost Policies, and trouble of calculating 
earned premiums. No troublesome signa- 
tures to be obtained. Safer than putting 


Incorporated 1838 


B. M. ALLEN, President 





SURPLUS OVER $200,000.00 
Business Confined to Ohio 


Dayton Mutual Fire 


Insurance Co., "dno" 


B. C. COLEMAN, Secy. 


MT. VERNON, OHIO 


H. S. JENNINGS, Secretary 








out a second policy. {| Designed by Carey 





Zimmerman, local agents at Cincinnat,, 


Ohio. qhousends oo have been used. Nearly Fifty Years of success 


ROUGH NOTES 


Chicago Indianapolis New York Cincinnati J. R. VERNON, President 





i. 8 oo & 1009 am = INCORPORATED" 1876" Management 
Sold to THE OHIO MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. AGENTS WANTED 
THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER Total Cash Assets $344,207.54 SALEM, OHIO Net Cash Surplus $250,358.96 


Losses Paid Since Organization, $1,290,498.45 


game management Conservative and Careful 


Address Home Office 
J. AMBLER, Secretary 











The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 














STRENGTH 


An 1873 
Gates rey, , temmonet | | he fre waste, To date thay have ecindover $5,000 ome Pa nd of Kansas 
Net Cash Surplus.” -” sess encezrss sources of over $1,000,000. Associated with the Northwestern Mutual are 20 McPHERSON, KANS. Organized 1887 

tingent Assets - - ~~ - 330,439.35 other strong mutual Insurance Resourcesin Cash and Contingent Assets, $610,000.00 
os aaa) Northwestern Mutual | | suvesszmom = swricity atumat 
Total Losses Paid... - e ° e WANTED—First class Adjuster, also 
Tvl Stings to Piiey Holders eases | | f.J-MARTIN, Pre Fire Association | | axisan:Manager. Agents wanted i 
Pear ere Pree. J.-M. COOK,Sec'y | |) 7 7 RHODES. Seco Main Offices: Central Building, Seattle unoccupied territory. 

- pg, ae to Policy Holders ‘ed : . ’ 1.F TALBOTT,Pres. C.F.MINGENBACK, Secy. 


More than 60,000 property owners 
cooperate through the Northwestern 
ptr gia tenth Association to insure 

perty and to combat 


Farmers Alliance 
Insurance Company 
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OMAHA LIBERTY FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 


Paid Up Capital, $200,000 Paid In Surplus, $350,000 


Licensed in Illinois, Indiana, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Texas, 
Kansas, Iowa, Nebraska, Minnesota, California, and Massachusetts. 
L. A. BURNETT CO., Pittsburgh, Pa., Mgrs. for Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

BURT & STEBBINS, Houston Texas, Mgrs. for Texas. 

A. L. SOWERS INVESTMENT CO., Topeka, Kan., Mgrs. for Kansas. 

ROBERT J. ERSKINE, 29 So. La Salle St., Chicago, Mgrs. for Illinois. 

A. W. DUTTON and F. F. ROGERS, Perry, Iowa, Mgrs. for Iowa. 4 

CHAS. FITZPATRICK, State Agent, 322 Plymouth Bldg., Minneapolis, 
Mimunesota. ; 

PACIFIC COAST AGENCY CO., LTD., 114 Sansome St., San Francisco, 
Mers. for California. 

R. S. HOFFMAN CO., 69 Kilby St., Boston, Mgr. for Massachusetts. 


P.F. ZIMMER, President R. J. WACHTER, Sec’y & Treas. 


when automobile writing companies 








Handling Large Lines 


What satisfaction to agents to know that no matter 
how large the line it can be taken care of. A connection 
with this office provides very large facilities on all 
acceptable risks, and if given reasonable notice, we can 
provide for large excess amounts. This is just a part of 
our service. 


Cravens, Dargan & Roberts, Managers 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 








E NATIONAL SECURITY wants a live am- 

bitious agent in every town,—one who cares 
about the Company he keeps,—and appreciates a 
Completely Satisfying Service to his Policyholders 
and himself. 


Licensed in: Nebr., lowa, Kansas, Colo., and Wyo. 


NATIONAL SECURITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OMAHA NEBRASKA 








GEO. M. EASLEY & CO. 


General Agents—DALLAS 
“HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES BEST’’, 


Employers Liability Assurance 
Corporation of London 


Fidelity & Deposit Co. of 


Baltimore. 


Boston Insurance Co. 

Fire & Marine Und. Agency of 
Automobile Ins. Co. of Hartford 
Old Colony Ins. Co. of Boston 











Entered In’ K Oklah Texas 


The CENTRAL STATES FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


of WICHITA, KANSAS 








Agents are building this Co. because it is a wonderful Agency Co. 


WRITE US 






eeu panne $192,717.85 19160... eee s 
ape 252,620.85 REGARDING 1 SRE 

Le elecueces SORBED 1919 ....... "212" 385'897.97 
Ist0-Jane 30th... esate 81 AGENCY 1920-June 30th.... 421,207.10 


Cash Capital $210,000 


H .C. WHALEN, Pres. S. M. LA ROSE, Vice-Pres. A. S. BUZZI, Secy. 





from collision rates. For-cars in strictly 
rural communities where the hazard of 
collision is far less than in the towns 
and cities, a reduction of 25 per cent 
for existing schedules will be recom- 
mended, providing the suggestions of 
the rate committee be approved by the 
governing committee. Thirty days will 
elapse before the new tariffs become 
operative. 


Suggests Cutting Out Fords 
“T believe that the time has come 


should stop writing Fords altogether,” 
said the manager of the automobile de- 
partment of one of the heaviest automo- 
bile writers the other day. ‘“‘Look over 
the loss records of any company that has 
accumulated a good sized volume of 
business. You will see that nearly all 
the theft claims are on Fords. When a 
Ford is stolen it is gone for good. The 
percentage of recoveries is small. They 
all look alike, and it is just about im- 
possible to make recoveries. If one of 
the higher priced machines is stolen, 
there is enough individuality about it to 
make it possible for us to get the car 
back again. There are no distinguishing 
cr identifying marks on a Ford. All 
models, sedans, coupes, runabouts and 
touring cars are stolen with discourag- 
ing regularity. After studying the fig- 
ures of our company, I am convinced 
that if we would discontinue writing 
Fords we could show a very respectable 
profit on our business. The Ford losses 
pull down the general average. The 
company that stops writing Fords will, 
of course, cut off a large portion of its 
income, but we are in business to make 
a profit and I believe with the Fords 
eliminated we can make a profit.” 








LIVE STOCK INSURANCE 

















Stock Burned in Indiana Fire 


Thirty-six head of thoroughbred hogs 
and seven head of horses were cremated 
Oct. 12, in a fire on the farm of B. J. 
Southard, near Noblesville, Ind, The hogs 
and horses were in a large frame barn, 
which was destroyed by fire which origi- 
nated from an engine belonging to a 
Silage cutter. Loss to the live stock 
alone was estimated at $7,000. 


Promote Cattle Raising on Coast 


That cattle raising in California may 
be put on a scientific basis, an eight- 
year experimental project has been 
launched. Tracts of land in the Eldora 
National Forest and an experimental 
farm near Placerville have been leased 
to operate in conjunction with the Uni- 
versity of California farm at Davis and 
for the benefit of California cattle rais- 
ers, particular attention will be paid to 
the study of the inter-relationship of 
cultivated farm and natural range from 
the standpoint of feeding. 

The cattle or live stock industry on 
the Pscific Coast is showing a wonderful 
prowth and this will be fostered. 


Cholera Epidemic Threatened 


state-wide demand for serum, has just 
been announced by the state department 
of agriculture in Nebraska. Counties 
chiefly affected at present are Saline, 
Richardson, Butler, Saunders, Colfax, 
Polk, Dawson and Phelps. 

Nebraska livestock underwriters inter- 
viewed on the matter of the epidemic 
are extremely cautious with their pre- 
dictions. Several weeks ago a represen- 
tative of the American Live Stock, which 


this year. One underwriter, comment- 


well as the farmers and breeders. 


—_—+— 


National Hog Changes Name 





OMAHA, NEB., Oct. 19—A threatened 
hog cholera epidemic, accompanied by a 


does a tremendous hog insurance busi- 
ness, said that no epidemic of a serious 
nature had troubled this state so far 


ing on the present situation, admitted 
that indications are of such as to war- 
rant “extreme care” on the part of all 
concerned—the livestock underwriters as 


It is understood that representatives 
of the local livestock companies will 
make trips of inspection throughout the 
affected counties in an effort to avail 
themselves of desirable information on 
the extent of the disease and to offer 
any suggestions possible to the farmers. 


The National Hog Insurance Company 
of Springfield, Ill., has changed its name 
to the Metronolitan Live Stock Insurance 
Comnany, effective Oct. 15. and will write 


tion to commercial and registered h 

W. B. Robinson, former Secretary 
general manager, resigned his POSition — 
Oct. 1 and was succeeded by H. Dp, 
enbill, for many yéars past chief. de 
collector of internal revenue for the 
eighth district of Illinois, 





| CHANGES IN STAFF 


OF GREAT AMERICAN 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 


Great American in Ohio. He has given 
an excellent account of himself singe 
serving in a managerial capacity in Chi- 
cago. 

Four years ago General Mana 
Sage decided to give up considerable of 
the detail work and at that time In- 
gram & Lerch were named joint man. 
agers of the western department, Mr 
Sage has by no means been in retire. 
ment, but has kept in touch with things 
and has served in an advisory capacity, 
He is on the job every day and under 
the new arrangement will continue as 
before. 

W. L. Lerch, who now becomes maa- 
ager, went with the Great American in 
1888. He was appointed second assist. 
ant manager in 1904 and joint Manager 
in 1916. Under the joint membershj 
Mr. Lerch gave particular attention to’ 
the underwriting end. He has had an 
extended experience, is thoroughly 
familar with the policy of the Great 
American, and his advancement to his 
present position was a foregone con- 
clusion. 


TO PROBE CONDITIONS 
IN EXCEPTED CITIES 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16) 


insurance companies some time ago. Te 
meet this the companies increased their 
rates in the community, after authority 
so to do had been obtained from the 
Kansas department. An cffort to enjoin 
the action of the companies was made by 
a and the case is still awaiting 
trial. 





Work of Adjusting Company 


Just what the Underwriters Adjusting 
Company had been doing during the 
eighteen months of its existence and 
what its plans for the near future are 
was told to bureau members by Harvey 
W. Russ, general manager of the or- 
ganization. The Underwriters Adjusting 
Company now maintains 12 branch 
offices, the most recently opened being 
at Cleveland. It plans. establishing 
ethers shortly. The service of the com- 
pany is being extensively used and with 
satisfactory results. 

The annual meeting of the bureau is 
to be held at the Hotel Tramore, Atlan- 
tic City, in April, the exact date to be 
determined upon later by the executive 
committee. 





Women of Blue Goose Organize 


DES MOINES, IA., Qct. 20.—Ladies of 
the Iowa Blue Goose surprised the 
ganders Monday evening by meeting for 
dinner and effecting an organization of 
their own, said to be the first one in 
the country. . Mrs. O. W. Follett, wife of 
the most loyal gander, was chosen 
president and Mrs. J. Clay Stuart, wife 
of the state agent of the Aetna, was 
chosen secretary. The club will be 
partly social. Fifty-one women are 
members. 





Hearing on Mutuals Deferred 


RICHMOND, VA., Oct. 19.—The hear- 
ing on the application of mutuals and 
reciprocals for membership in the Vir- 
ginia Inspection and Rating Bureau 
which was scheduled to take place to- 
day before Commissioner Button was 
continued until Dec. 13 at the requst 
of counsel for the stock companies, more 
time being desired in which to look into 
the legal points at issue. After the 
hearing had been deferred, Commis- 
sioner Button sat for an hour or rie” 
listening to an informal discussion OF | 
the questions by representatives of both 
sides. 

pase Sree 


nm 
R. Cholmeley Jones. who has been | 
office manager of the Pacific Fire, ee 
been appointed assistant secretary 0 


he. 

















all kinds of live stock insurance in addi- 


company. ag 
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A FIRE INSURANCE ALLEGORY 
(CONTINUED PROM PAGB 5) 

into high gear and to cut a huge swath 
in the village society. He hired an ex- 

nsive architect and contractor from 
the city and erected a home of elaborate 
proportions with walls of solid brick, 
roof of slate, floors and stairways of 
tile, wiring in conduit and with inside 
standpipe and hose attached on each 
foor. Having a high regard for the ex- 
postmaster, Armstrong summoned him 
py telephone and while EverSoCautious 
examined the case carefuly for alarming 

ptoms he could find nothing, and 
felt obliged to accept the risk though 
with some feeling of misgiving lest after 
all an Ethiopian might be hid away 


‘gomewhere in this handsome pile of 


masonry. etal uk 


The examiner at the PussyFoot Office 


‘went over the daily report very sus- 


piciously and then glanced seriously at 
the motto over his desk, which read, 
“Every dollar of liability represents a 

ible loss. Examiners should be gov- 
ered accordingly.” Seeking a graceful 
means of escape and at the same time 
to establish the soundness of his judg- 
ment, he wrote, “Dear Mr, EverSoCau- 
tious: A careful and scientific applica- 
tion of the established principles of un- 
derwriting leads us to conclude that we 
cannot approve policy No. F-1-Arm- 
strong as written. In order that this 
offering may be made to conform to our 
standards we must have an equal amount 
of tornado riot and civil commotion in- 
surance and the assured must install one 
Pyrene extinguisher for each 25 ft. of 
floor space. We feel sure that he will 
be glad to follow this latter suggestion, 
since it is now considered the height of 
good form to hang Pyrenes on the walls 
instead of oil paintings. 

Sincerely yours, 
A. WiseAacre, Examiner. 
s ¢ e 


‘This letter was shown to Mr. Arm- 
strong and being an amiable and mild 
tempered man as most blacksmiths are, 
he cheerfully acquiesced at all points. 
And so the premiums of the PussyFoot 
Underwriters in the good town of Com- 
monplace for the first year amounted to 
$56. 

In the meantime there came to this 
sober village one day another young 
gent with eagle eye and elastic step who 
registered at the Roller Towel Inn just 
in time to receive the usual noontime 
allotment of chicken giblets and pewter. 
After lunch he made a round trip survey 
of Main street and then, walking into 
the nicely furnished office of Adam Easy- 
Conscious, real estate dealer, he intro- 
duced himself as Adonis GrablItAll, spe- 
cial agent of the Rough & Tumble Fire 
Insurance Company. Adam was in a 
teceptive mood, but he is a sly old fox, 
so he feigned indifference and waited for 
Adonis to lay his cards on the table. 
This Adonis GrabItAll, special agent, was 
not slow in doing, and when Adam 
learned that the Rough & Tumble aggre- 
gation had no prohibited list, required 
no rigid inspections, were willing to 
waive an agency bond and had for their 
slogan, “Grab off the line, let the chips 
fall where they may,” he needed no fur- 
ther urging and signed up the receipt 
for supplies. It being a dull time in real 
estate he decided to make an_ initial 
flourish that very afternoon. 

s & s 


In the quiet of the evening he charged 
in his ledger two handsome premiums, 
one against the local slaughter house 
company and the other against Sol Gold- 
stein, who had just taken over the mat- 
tress factory and had assumed the mort- 
gage on the plant. These bulging dailies 
went in on the night train and by way 
of encouragement Adam enclosed a let- 
ter saying that he had the promise of 
$15,000 on Abe Rapinski’s junk store, in- 
cluding loose rags and paper stored in 
the second floor of the old frame opera 
house and that this would follow. Adam 

yConscious was never troubled with 
Temorse. He did, however, show a bit of 
anxiety the next few days when the 
mails came in from the direction of the 
home office. But if his offerings had 
sent a chill through the Rough & Tum- 
ble outfit it was never recorded on 
Adam’s thermometer. They were not the 
kind to discourage enterprise on the part 
of their agents and they never believed 
in burdening the outgoing mails. Adam’s 
business grew apace. He found not a 
single physical defect in the whole town 
of Commonplace and he couldn’t see a 
Moral hazard if it was clad in a scarlet 
Tobe, and rode up and down Main street 
on a steam calliope. 
s Ss s 


Walking about the growing town of 











Commonplace, after a lapse of five years, 
we see the humble home of EverSoCau- 
tious, unpainted, old looking, defence- 
less, with the same old settee on the 
porch, but with the addition of a dress- 
making sign beside the door. His oldest 
boy is clerking at the corner grocery 
and his daughter spends her evenings 
at the local switchboard. EverSoCau- 
tious sits long and dreams of the good 
old days when he was the village post- 
master. He had felt the need of some 
protection on his humble home, but it 
was not up to the PussyFoot Standard, 
so he has brokered it with EasyCon- 
science, who charitably discounted half 
the commission. 
s & e 
During the same period of time Easy- 
Conscience, who found that Special 
Agent GrabItAll had dealt him a royal 
flush, played his hand so assiduously that 
he came to be recognized as one of the 
leaders of the 400 and a near rival to 
Armstrong, the erstwhile blacksmith. 
He built for himself a stone house with 
a fire escape on the outside and a gar- 
age large enough to hold the Atlantic 
fleet. He served strawberries on his 
table in January and his wife and daugh- 
ter wore exquisite furs on the streets 
of Commonplace in July. 
e * * 


Meantime algo some things were hap- 
pening at the home offices of the Pussy- 
Foot Underwriters and the Rough & 
Tumble Fire Insurance Company. A visi- 
tor to the PussyFoot found a sign above 
the door reading, “Business as Usual,” 
but there was a telitale cobweb across 
the main entrance. The managing un- 
derwriter still had his foot on the treas- 
ure chest with its vaunted millions and 
was thoughtfully reading some essays 
entitled, “The Survival of the Fittest.” 

The examiner had finished his day’s 
grist of two daily reports, had dictated 
a like number of letters and was check- 
ing up the net decrease in liability for 
the past year with apparent satisfaction. 
The stenographer, a matronly person of 
some proportions, was doing a bit of 
family mending. The manager of the 
Loss Department was away on a six 
months’ vacation and had not even 
audited the expense account of the ad- 
juster, who made his last trip out when 
a high wind blew a brick off the top 
of Armstrong’s chimney. The visitor 
slipped out of this office as from a sep- 
ulcher and ascended a few floors hoping 
to find some cheer in the atmosphere of 
the Rough & Tumble Fire Insurance 
Company. 

& s & 

Alas he found in these new environs 
a state of turmoil. Strong men were 
moving out the heavy mahogany furni- 
ture into the custody of the sheriff. The 
officers of the company had retired, 
robed in deep thought. The loss depart- 
ment, which occupied three-fourths of 
the available office space, was being dis- 
mantled. The strong box was empty, 
but the hinges of the lid were still hot 
from incessant motion. Out on the 
street one could hear wailings and moan- 
ings of varied intensity and could recog- 
nize that this was the dirge of the Rough 
& Tumble stockholders. The visitor de- 
parted with bowed head repeating again 
and again in muffled tones, “Behold how 
the mighty have fallen.” 

MORAL: It is better to be dead than 
to be buried alive. 

AND 

The middle of the road is the way to 

Success. 





Auto Recovered After Two Years 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 19— 
An automobile which was stolen at Tulsa, 
Okla., two years and five months ago 
was recovered last week by the Bates 
Adjustment Company at Kansas City, 
Mo, 

Shortly after the car was stolen it was 
stored and was not in use for more than 
a year. Then it was sold to a man at 
Dodge City, Kan. Later it went to a 
dozen Kansas towns and had an owner 
for a short time in each. It was owned 
by three men in Kansas City, Mo. The 
last owner was an insurance adjuster, 
who gave up possession without a suit. 

An insurance company paid a claim 
of $3,500 when the car was stolen. 





Ugo E. Guerrini Resigns 


Ugo E. Guerrini has resigned as as- 
sistant manager of the Delaware Un- 
derwriters to join the American For- 
eign Insurance Association of New 
York. 


Robert Gambles of the Eagle Star & 
British Dominions arrived in New York 
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TOKIO 


Marine and Fire 
Insurance Company, Limited 





United States Fire Branch 
J. A. KELSEY, General Agent 
80 Maiden Lane, New York 





H. W. MURRAY, Supt. of Agencies 19 So. La Salle St., Chicago 














ARIZONA | CENTRAL DEPARTMENT 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY ee 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA ILLINOIS—OHIO—INDIANA 
piece WISCONSIN — MICHIGAR 
CAPITAL 
$200,000.00 ype hrm 
EDGAR M. DAVIS 2019 INSURANCE EXCHANGE 
VICE-PRESIDENT AND ‘cpemememere CHICAGO 
GENERAL MANAGER 

















“A Staunch and Reliable American Company” 


EST. 1880 D. M. FERRY, JR., President 
E. J. BOOTH, . ‘<:. t 
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= @ 
_ “40 Years of Honorable Indemnity” 
CASH CAPITAL, 
59,730 Surplus to Policyholders, $864,110 Losses paid over $0,834,708 
“7 BENALLACK, General Agent, Home Office Department, DETROIT, Mich. 








HAWKEYE SECURITIES FIRE 


INSURANCE CO. 
Inc. 1918 


FIRE, TORNADO, HAIL 
AND 
AUTOMOBILE 
Applicants for agencies address 
Home Office, Masonic Temple, Des Moines, Iowa 

















ELMER F. BAGLEY & CO. 


INSURANCE, INVESTMENTS 
TOPEKA, KANSAS McPHERSON, KANSAS 








Aggressive Representation Solicited 


Martini-Roberts Company 


FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE, HAIL and CASUALTY LINES 
lrandeis Theatre Bldg., Omaha, Neb. Insurance Exchange, Chicago, Hl, 











this week. 





THE INTER-STATE FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


CAPITAL, $259,150 ASSETS, $643,392 
SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS, $322,523 


110 FORT STREET, WEST, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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Incorporated 1852 


Milwaukee Mechanics’ Insurance Company 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 


Riot and Civil Commotion Insurance 








The COLUMBIAN NATIONAL 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
DETROIT, MICH. 
IR ated hate cae, Op hee We: ooh 
SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS eke 


$1,850,693.98 
1,128,562.31 


LICENSED IN 
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, New York, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Louisiana, California, 
Tennessee and Kansas 


AReliable Progressive Agency Company 





Representatives solicited 








ANTHONY MATRE HENRY REIS, M. D. JOSEPH BERNING NAPOLEON PICARD 


President Vice-President Vice-President y-Treas. 
DIRECTORS 
THOMAS E. GALLAGHER HENRY REIS, M. D. NAPOLEON PICARD 
JAMES F. HOULEHAN JOSEPH BERNING ANTHONY MATRE 
DR. FELIX GAUDIN HUGH O'NEILL FRANCIS J. MATRE 


A good company for good agents 


MARQUETTE NATIONAL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


INSURANCE EXCHANGE 
ASSETS OVER $1,400,000 





CHICAGO 








INCORPORATED 1720 


ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE 


United States Branch, 92 William Street, New York 


E. C. STOKE, GAYLE T. FORBUSH, 
A 


ARTHUR WALLER, 
United States Manager jiate M 


g Assistant Manager 














Organized in 1883 


SECURITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
DAVENPORT, IOWA 
Assets, $955,247.71 Cash Capital, $200,000 
Policy Holder’s Surplus, $290,750.47 


The lowa Insurance Department in its recent report says of the company: 


“The affairs of this company have been conducted al conservative and economical lines 
and its steady and substantia! growth reflects credit upon the namaemue” 








“AUTOMOBILE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 


CHAS. W. PIPKIN, Manager 
Fire, Theft, Property Damage and Collision 
Losses Adjusted, Recover Stolen Automobiles 
Investigations of Any Nature 


“WE ARE NOT SATISFIED 


14 Arlington Block 
UNTIL YOU ARE” OMAHA, NEB 


ne 











MINNEAPOLIS FIRE & MARINE INS. CO. 


110 McKnight Building 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Fred C. Van Dusen, President John D. M. McMillan, Vice-Pres. 
Walter C. Leach, Secy. and Treas. F. M. Merigold, Ass’t Secy. 
Geo. E. Leach, Supt. of Agencies 
FIRE — TORNADO — THRESHER — HAIL INSURANCE 


CASH CAPITAL, $200,000 











NEW COMPANY’S PLANS 


H. J. KENNEDY CHIEF FACTOR 


Michigan Automobile of Grand Rapids 
Will Write Full Coverage—Starts 
With Strong Backing 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Oct. 19. 
—A new company is being organized in 
this city known as the Michigan Auto- 
mobile Insurance Company with author- 
ized capital of $250,000. It will write 
full coverage automobile insurance. 
The main factor in the company is 
Henry J. Kennedy, secretary and treas. 
urer of the Interinsurance Agency 
Company and attorney-in-fact for the 
Michigan Automobile Insurance Ex- 
change of Grand Rapids. Mr. Kennedy 
has made a big success in his inter- 
insurance work end is now organizing 
a stock company so that he can ac- 
complish more and have wider scope 
for his activities. The Michigan Auto- 
mobile Insurance Exchange had as of 
Oct. 1, a premium income in excess of 
$450,000. The new company will even- 
tually take over the business of the ex- 
change. 

For the time being the new company 
contemplates only writing new business 
and taking on renewals as policies in 
the exchange expire. The new com- 
pany has completed arrangements for 
the purchase of $200,000 in bonds which 
will be deposited with the Michigan in- 
surance department in a few days. The 
Michigan Automobile hopes to be in a 
position to write business starting Nov. 
1. As rapidly as arrangements can be 
made with the state insurance depart- 
ments, Illinois, Ohio and Indiana will 
be entered. 

Officers of the Company 

The following © officers 
elected: 

President—Herbert B. Webber. 

First Vice-President—Brinton F. Hall. 

Second Vice-President—Harlan J. Dud- 
ley. 

Secretary-Treasurer—Henry J. 
nedy. 

Assistant Secretary—Wm. Ames. 

Assistant Treasurer—Elizabeth Hem- 
inway. 


have been 


Ken- 


Names of Directors 

The following directors have been 
chosen: Charles H. Bender, vice-presi- 
dent, Grand Rapids National City Bank, 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Frank H. Blair, 
president, Union Trust Company, De- 
troit, Mich.; Byron Everitt, Everitt 
Brothers, automobile bodies and acces- 
sories, Detroit, Mich.; Harlan J. Dudley, 
Dudley Lumber Company, Grand Rapids. 
Mich., Marquette, Mich., New Orleans, 
La.. and Memphis, Tenn.; Brinton F. 
Hall, president, Belding-Hall Company, 
and president Peoples State Bank, Beld- 
ing, Mich.; Henry J. Kennedy, secretary- 
treasurer, Inter Insurance Agency Com- 
pany, attorney-in-fact for the Michigan 
Automobile Insurance Exchange, Grand 
Rapids; George E, Nichols, general coun- 
sel, Michigan Automobile Insurance Ex- 
change, Ionia, Mich.; Hal H. Smith, 
Beaumont, Smith & Harris, attorneys, 
Detroit, director the Union Trust Com- 
pany, and vice-president of the Hayes- 
Ionia Company, Detroit, rand Rapids 
and Ionia; Herbert B. Webber, treasurer 
and general manager, Hayes-Ionia Com- 
pany, and vice-president National Bank 
of Ionia, owns Ionia Gas Company, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Undoubtedly the Michigan Automobile 
will be a success from the start, as Mr. 
Kenndy has given wide attention to 
automobile underwriting. He sees that 
the interinsurance proposition will not 
be adequate for his future operations. 
He is a man of special ability, a student 
of the business and a hard worker. He 
is a high grade man in every way. 


J. H. McCormick Promoted 

HARTFORD, CONN., Oct. 20.—Assist- 
ant Secretary James H. McCormick of 
the Scottish Union National has been 
advanced to the secretaryship, according 
to an announcement made by J. H. 
Vreeland, American manager. Angus 
Caruth, superintendent of agencies, has 
been made assistant secretary and W. 
R. Hills, a special agent in the South, 
has béen brought to the home office 
in this city with the same rank. 


WORK WITH FIELD MAN 
WHERE EXAMINER CAN HEL 


W. H. Riker of North America in 
Chicago Address Points Out Need 
for Cooperation 


W. H. Riker, agency superintendent 
of the North America in its western 
department at Chicago, addressed the 
Association of Fire Insurance Exam. 
iners of Chicago at its meeting last 
week. Mr. Riker’s paper, which dealt 
with the cooperation of examiner and 
field man, bore the title “From the 
Outside Looking In, or From the In. 
side Looking out.” He said in part: 


Fix your net line, then your excess, 
Now you are ready for your reinsurance, 
You place and furnish the reinsurance 
on your field man, He may be lacking 
in knowledge of lines, classes (good and 
bad), U. & O., leasehold, Dean Schedule 
and many other things that you have 
well in hand. Boost and back him up— 
cooperate. In turn he can help you on 
points you need to reinsure—letter-writ- 
ing, the personality of this and _ that 
agent, risks and locations that should 
be avoided for one reason or another, 
new and hazardous processes that are 
beginning to show in your field. He, in 
turn, will boost and back you up, and 
by cooperation he will develop into a 
field man, not just a man in the field, 
and both of you will be walking up to 
your local agents, hand-in-hand united, 
ready to underwrite them. 


Getting Local Agent’s Good Will 


The local agent, big or little, is a 
human being and there is a way to un- 
derwrite his good-will, his friendship, 
his reason and his cooperation, all de- 
pending on whether you are big enough 
mentally or have the proper diplomacy 
to fix his net line. With that properly 
adjusted, the reinsurance is easy. Have 
confidence in yourself, know your sub- 
ject, and then sell both to your field man 
and local agent. We are salesmen in 
every sense of the word and should be 
constantly on our guard to avoid being 
mechanical in our work. Look out for 
the rut that tends to deepen day after 
day, made by the monotonous tread of 
daily reports that come over the desk. 
We become of less value to our com- 
pany and will progress only so far if 
we get into the rut of daily reports and 
fail to show a keen interest in our 
work, 

Cooperate With Field Man 


Cooperate with your field man so that 
both of you are pushing and explaining 
to your local agents all lines written 
by your company. Many of your local 
agents and some field men are still 
thinking you are only writing fire and 
tornado insurance. The average agent 
has not expanded with the insurance 
business. It is up to you to promote this 
expansion, A new line comes in. Do 
you write and thank the local agent and 
ask him for a part of the tornado, U. &0., 
leasehold, and if sprinklered, the sprin- 
kler leakage coverage? Do you send a 
copy of this letter to your field man with 
a footnote to follow up? A bureau re- 
port and national inspection report come 
in. When a daily report comes to your 
desk and on calling for the agg 
port you find that while it is a 8 ; 
building and houses a prosperous busi- 
ness still the ree . — too 

d, stock crowded, one 0 

Sasasin: do you write for cancel 
or reduction in line? Or do you pl 
agent what the company might poss pes 
do if he gets the assured to alter Z 
conditions in the risk, specifically pee 
ing the improvements that would ma 

isk acceptable. : 
te Svith the po sence high cost of ro 
ments 99 out of 100 property aaa 
will gladly safeguard their proper y ine 
are ready to eliminate all fre ee 
hazards. Because a process is un wah 
to you, do you, without rhyme or i ca 
reinsure the heart out of it? Or bee 
ask your field man for a rush a 
tion bearing on the unknown pretties pe 
then place reinsurance on its me stip? ; 
they are explained in inspection 
Business at best is hard to get ! a 
average local agent. The pean 
pushing the field man for increa vr 
is on the job all day and some 
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celling only after sober thought and 


During the last year or two we have 
pad little or no trouble with the moral 
. With prices going up every 
few merchants shut themselves up 
jn their private offices and compared 
their inventories with their insurance 
licies. If they did they were very apt 
to call Mr. Local Agent for more cover- 
e, Today things are changed. Aver- 
age pusiness is honest and will take its 
Joss without a fire. Some loss will be 
jn dollars and cents, some on paper only. 
Some few merchants will retire into their 
private offices and begin to check over 
their insurance policies. You examiners 
are in the limelight. You have great 
responsibilities ahead of you. Do not 
get panicky. Keep your head clear, your 
eyes open and your ears to the ground. 
This is the time of all times that there 
should be real earnest cooperation be- 
tween you and your field man. 


INSURANCE STOCKS 


From the Journal of Commerce 
NEW YORK COMPANIES 





Last 

Par Bid Asked Sale 
BY cc cccccce 50 100 105 100 
‘Amer. Alliance...100 282 290 285 
Amer. Equitable.100 230 270 ies 
lO ...--- ees 00 500 550 500 
ity New York. .100 202 210 203 
Continental ..... 25 69 72 70 
Fidelity- Phenix. .100 515 530 520 
Glens Falls...... 10 48 52 50 
t emetionn. .12° Bo 285 275 
Rutgers. or ee 
ae ner Giwa tesa 50 85 95 90 
MME Srcceccvcce 100 560 580 570 
Merchants ...... = — rm 33s 

rty. 

Le - oul 50 135 145 140 
North River.. 25 35 40 38 
Pacific ....... 25 180 240 220 
Stuyvesant ......100 50 90 75 
United States.... 2 50 55 50 
Westchester ..... 10 33 36 35 

CASUALTY AND b aa and 

r, Surety.... 50 le 
Fidel. & Cas.....100 375 400 400 
Natl, Surety..... 100 203 208 205 
U.S. Casualty... .100 150 175 ae 


PHILADELPHIA COMPANIES 


Alliance ......... 10 ‘ 19 
Fire Associat’n... 50 Petr eae 325 
Franklin ....... 25 84 90 88 
Ree 100 Hey 125 
Girard F. & M...100 236 
Ins. Co. of N. Am. 10 2814 
State of Pa....... 91 
Lumbermen’s ... 25 110% 
Pennsylvania 100 470 
People’s Natl.... 25 19% 
Reliance ........ 0 61 
United Firemen’s 10 afatg 11 
Vietory ......... 50 <6 109 
PITTSBURG COMPANIES 
Allemannia ..... 0 ‘ne ea 
City Fire ....... 50 65 ang 65 
re 50 75 85 75 
Nat. Ben Frank.. 50 RES Ves 96 
National Union. .100 150 


Pittsburgh Fire.. 50 SNe ey 70 


Republic ........ 90 95 90 
Superior ........ 50 92 98 92 

Cs ides « 50 odie baa 80 
United Amer.... 50 85 wien 85 
Western ........ 50 oe 80 






Auto. Ins. Co....100 270 300 265 
Aetna Cas. & Sur.100 430 470 Paes 
Aetna Life.......100 470 485 480 
Aetna Life.......100 550 575 535 
Fire Reinsur....100 215 225 rae 
Hartford Fire....100 580 600 590 
Hartford St. Boil.100 330 360 340 
National Fire....100 480 #2 475 
Phoenix Fire....100 480 500 490 
Standard Fire.... 50 85 95 87 
Travelers ....... 100 590 610 552 
NEW JERSEY COMPANIES 
American ....... 5 18% 19% 19% 
Atlantic Cy. Fire.100 180 190 180 
Camden Fire.... 5 seed ak 13 
Eastern Fire. ....100 ia ie 120 
Firemen’s ....... 50 220 225 225 
New Brunswick. 25 52% 55 55 
dard Fire.... 25 55 60 50 
BALTIMORE COMPANIES 
Fidel. & Deposit. 50 112% 113 113 
land Cas.... 25 75% 77 76 
New Ams. Cas... 10 22% 23 22% 
US. Fidel.& Guar. 50 121 zat 122 
MASSACHUSETTS Lhganiareemety 5 
ae cere mrs 
Old Bay State...100 ... ... 320 
Springf'd F.&M.100 270 275 275 


Hail Insurance Law Upheld 

BISMARCK, N. D., Oct. 19.—The su- 
Preme court of North Dakota, in a de- 
cision just handed down in the case of 
bert Wanberg vs. the National Union, 
holds constitutional the state law which 
Provides that every insurance company 
engaged in the business of insuring 
against loss by hail shall be bound and 
the insurance take effect from and after 

hours from the day and hour of 
‘pplication unless it shall notify the 
 ‘plicant by telegram of the rejection 
his application. The act applies to 


cation for hail insurance along with ad- 
ditional risks, the court also holds. 

“It is within the police power of the 
state and does not deprive insurance 
companies of liberty of contract or 
property without due process of law,” 
says the opinion written by Judge 
Birdzell. ‘Where a statute in substance 
provides the form of an application for 
hail insurance with respect to the time 
when insurance shall be made effective, 
the benefit of the statute is not waived 
by an unauthorized, conflicting provision 
contained in the application.” 

Justice Robinson dissented. 


Discuss Railway Fire Protection 


BALTIMORE, MD., Oct. 20.—About 300 
men are in attendance at the annual 
meeting of the Railway Fire Protection 
Association, which opened today at the 
Southern Hotel. The keynote of the 
meeting is fire prevention, protection 





and fire hazards affecting railroads and 
their property. The report of the com- 
mittee on statistics brought out some 
Startling points as to the origin of 
firs, based on the reports of 75 roads. 


Travis Speaks to Field Men 


TOPEKA, KANS., Oct. 20.—Insurance 
Commissioner Frank L. Travis was the 
speaker at the regular monthly luncheon 


of Kansas field men headquartering in } 


Topeka. H. E. Drum presided as chair- 
man. Mr. Travis explained why he had 
resigned his membership in the National 
Convention of Insurance Commissioners. 
There followed a round table discussion 
on various subjects. 


Heavy Increases Shown 


The “Journal of Commerce” groups to- 
gether the companies writing the largest 
amount of premiums in New York City 





for the first six months of the year. The 
14 leading companies, together with their 
increases for the first six months, are as 
follows: 


Increase 

Per- 

Increase cent 

ROMO, a cwcts ihc $1,144,402 $358,679 45.65 
Continental - 889,388 421,653 90.15 
a 2: eee 838,500 129,340 18.24 
Great American. 696,262 212,469 43.92 
Globe & Rutgers 5,45 234,792 66.96 
ROCMR ok ovs <5 es 554,067 111,893 25.31 
Commercial Un 513,323 316,045 23.75 
GYRE cccccsa ds 498,140 5,99 15.27 
Ins. Co. N. Am 488,067 130,287 36.42 
N. Brit. & Merc 447,334 146,702 48.80 
Fidelity-Phenix. 361,365 116,447 47.55 
United States... 357,884 75,946 47.12 
NIG@ArA 6... 8~. 335,66 151,799 82.50 
National ....... 308,495 121,351 64.84 


Hartford Writing Rain Policy 


The Hartford Fire has announced its 
intention to issue policies covering fairs 
and amusement concessions against rain. 





The Leading Fire 
Company of the World 


Fire, Tornado 


P. W. CADMAN, Asst. Mer. 
ELWIN W. LAW, Asst. Mgr. 


ROYAL 


INSURANCE COMPANY, Limited 





GEORGE W. LAW, Manager 





Not Here for a Day 
But for All Time 


Sprinkler Leakage, Automobiles 


Assets in United States $19,489,740 


Invested in the highest grade of American Securities and held in trust for sole protection of 
American Policy Holders by United States Insurance Departments and United States Trustees. 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, ROYAL INSURANCE BUILDING, CHICAGO 


W. A. SMITH, 2nd Asst. a 
H.L. DALTON, 2nd Asst.Mgr. 











Sign of the 
Northwestern Agency 


Emblematie of the Best in 
Automobile Insurance 


J. A. CASHEL, President 


Northwestern Automobile 
Insurance Company 


Covers All Types of Motor Vehicles Against Usual Risks 


Home Office: 


WORTHINGTON, MINNESOTA 


SIMPLICITY UNEQUALED: Rates, Applications and Instructions in one binding. 


Agents with Production Records, write for NORTHWESTERN AGENCY 


unless already planted in your city. 


A. L. GETMAN, Secretary 


C. S. JONES, Supt. of Agencies 











Its Name Indicates Its Character. 
Operating Along Sound Lines. 


American National Fire Insurance 
Company 


Capital $500,000 


JOHN W. ZUBER, President 


COLUMBUS, 
OHIO 


JOHN A. DODD, Secretary 


Progressive, Yet Conservative. 











=; 





Mid West Fire Insurance Co. 


314-316-319 Illinois State Bank Bldg. 
L. R. HETHERINGTON, Managing Underwriter 


Fire, Tornado and Automobile Insurance 


QUINCY, ILL. 











INSURANCE ON FARM PROPERTY 


Why not have sufficient pride in a home Company to want to see it succeed ? 


Agents wanted in Illinois 
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ALMOST INCONCEIVABLE 


is the figure to which the taxable worth of the peo- 
ple of the United States has climbed: 


Two Hundred and Fifty Billion Dollars 


In hundred-dollar bills laid end to end, this amount 
would belt the globe 12 times. 


And yet, insurance facilities to protect every dollar 
of this wealth, save only bare land value, are avail- 
able in a system of sound and solvent carriers—a 
system impregnable because of interdependent 


REINSURANCE 
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EMPLOYERS INDEMNITY CORPORATION 


E. G. TRIMBLE, President 
CHESTER NEWMAN, Vice-President and Treasurer 


KANSAS CITY 
Insurance Building 


CHICAGO 
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BURGLARY RATES FOR 


KANSAS CITY RAISED 





Jackson County, Mo., and Wyan- 
dotte County, Kans., Put on 
Same Basis as Chicago 


CONFER ON BANK RATES 


Committee Attending Bankers Conven- 
tion—No Aid for Chicago 
Crime Commission 


NEW YORK, Oct. 20.—Kansas City, 
where crime is flourishing to such a de- 
gree that the newspapers take bare no- 
tice of crimes, has been given another 
increase in residence burglary rates. 
Wyandotte county, Kan., and Jackson 
county, Mo., in which territory Kansas 
City is located, now have the same rate 
as Cook county, Ill. In both these terri- 
tories only co-insurance business is 
written. The new rate is $16.50 for 
private residences and $22 for apart- 
ment houses and hotels, while the old 
rates were $13.20 for private residences, 
$16.50 for apartment houses and $19.80 
for hotels. 


On open stock, the mercantile com- 
mittee of the Burglary Insurance Un- 
derwriters Association asked that co- 
insurance be adopted for all territories 
and all policies, as did the residence 
committee. There was considerable dis- 
cussion but no definite action taken, the 
matter being referred back to the com- 
mittee. 


No Aid for Chicago Commission 


The recently formed Chicago Crime 
Commission, which has as its prime 
purpose the reduction of crimes and the 
apprehension of criminals in Chicago, 
requested the association to aid it with 
a monetary contribution. The mem- 
bers thought well of the work of the 
commission, but decided that the asso- 
ciation should not contribute any mone- 
tary support. However, it was decided 
that the bureau be glad to lend all its 
influence to further this work. In tak- 
ing this stand, the association was actu- 
ated not by the fa¢t that it did not want 
to help the comnnittee, but simply as a 
matter of precedent. The consensus 
was that the association could not af- 
lord to pay any money, as. other cities 
might organize similar organizations 
and, having the Chicago affair as a 
Precedent, request monetary aid. In 
this manner, the finances of the asso- 
ciation might easily be drained. 

ere were two new members elected 
to the association, the Indemnity Insur- 
ance Company of North America and 
the General Casualty & Surety. The 
resignation of the Metropolitan Cas- 
walty & Surety, which was recently ab- 


sorbed by the American Surety, was ac- 
cepted. 


Confer on Bank Rates 


Foe members of the bankers’ committee 
*f the association, S. B. Brewster, Amer- 
nm Surety; G. G. Brainard, Ocean Acci- 
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FIGURES FOR FIRST HALF YEAR | 











A recent Best report gives an in- 
teresting comparison of the business of 
casualty companies for the first six 


1919. The figures for the companies 
showing more than $1,000,000 premium 
income for the six months are as fol- 


months of 1920 with the entire year of lows: 











Net Prems. Written Net Losses Paid Loss Ratio Ratio 

Company 1920 1919 1920 1919 1920 1919 1920 1919 
Aetna Cas, & S.$ 6,028,117 $ 8,963,074 $2,087,187 $3,636,074 34.7 44.7 40.6 47.9 
Aetna Life ..... 12,538,159 21,416,949 4,852,620 7,978,971 38.7 37.3 46.4 49.3 
Amer. Surety... 3,948,945 6,007,544 506,728 1,038,146 12.8 17. 50.0 54.4 
Commercial Cas. 2,482,786 3,088,601 959,960 1,233,614 38.7 39.9 30.8 47.0 
Continental Cas. 4,762,669 6,900,843 1,741,798 2,564,168 36.6 37.2 44.2 45.7 
Euro. Gen. Rein. 2,670,349 3,243,87 79,928 1,001,347 25.5 30.9 39.1 36.1 
Fid. & Cas...... 10,610,200 15,775,608 3,693,178 5,866,095 34.8 37.2 36.7 45.4 
Fid. & Dep...... 3,328,097 5,308,379 753,008 1,249,985 22.6 23.5 43.5 50.5 
Gen. Accident 4,188,528 6,080,214 1,837,431 2,451,051 43.9 40.3 25.5 40.3 
Globe Indemnity. 5,499,581 7,955,534 1,816,658 2,723,550 33.0 34.2 39.4 39.7 
Hartf. Ac. & I. 4,735,581 8,042,641 1,904,930 2,752,256 40.2 34.2 35.2 41.6 
Ind. Co. of Am.. 1,036,914 po A eee rerere 510,764 awe’ San ote. SED 
Lon. & Lance. Ind. 1,102,468 1,404,771 360,438 476,818 32.7 39.9 60.2 47.2 
Lon. Guar. & Ac. 6,818,255 11,766,455 2,610,359 4,464,520 38.3 37.9 40.3 39.9 
Maryland Cas... 11,396,507 19,134,199 4,472,431 7,098,025 39.2 37.1 44.7 39.2 
Masonic Protect. 1,167,627 1,583,171 653,147 809,441 55.9 51.1 32.6 32.6 
Mass. Bonding.. 1,993,248 5,827,991 819,220 2,368,809 41.1 40.6 37.8 49.3 
Nat’l Life & Acc. 5,325,470 6,988,449 2,381,265 2,659,590 44.7 38.0 51.8 17.1 
New Amst. Cas.. 3,118,516 5,026,993 1,249,453 1,961,421 40.1 39.0 41.5 40.0 
Norw. Globe.... 3,082,777 4,145,110 1,169,286 1,218,631 37.9 29.4 44.7 39.0 
Ocean Ac.& Guar, 7,591,323 12,272,334 2,641,870 4,354,308 34.8 35.5 40.4 . 39.0 
Preferred Acc... 2,624,700 3,985,460 855,170 1,516,145 32.6 38.0 33.5 45.6 
Royal Indemnity 5,143,001 8,806,277 2,963,234 2,963,334 35.1 35.8 39.3 39.0 
Standard Acc... 5,259,030 8.414.989 2,244,783 3,230,006 42.7 38.4 34.1 39.9 
dent & Guarantee; F. S. Garrison,; RR, H. BLAND IS OPTIMISTIC 
Travelers, and R. W. Meyers, Aetna 


Casualty, are in Washington attending 
the annual convention of the American 
Bankers’ Association. To the insurance 
committee of the bankers’ organization 
the casualty underwriters will justify 
the additional charge for robbery in- 
surance adopted in June last year. 

There will be no discussion of new 
policy forms, that subject having been 
disposed of at a joint gathering of rep- 
resentatives from the two interested as- 
sociations at Pinehurst, N. C., some 
months ago. With the exception of one 
office all companies writing bank bur- 
glary business are using the new copy- 
righted forms of the American Bankers’ 
Association. 


Credit for Approved Locks 


As determined at a recent meeting 
of the Burglary Insurance Underwriters 
Association, the membership companies 
are now granting a 10 per cent reduc- 
tion from the burglary rate to all banks 
using either the Anakin or the Dillon 
locks, both devices having been ap- 
proved. For an additional 5 per cent of 
the premium the companies are now 
assuming liability for burglary loss 
where the action of the elements affords 
peculiar opportunity for thefts and also 
for an added 5 per cent they will carry 
the insurrection, war or riot hazard, 
should robbery occur under such cir- 
cumstances. 

This departure parallels the decision 
reached some time ago to cover burglary 
loss in the event of fire providing an 
added 5 per cent is paid therefor. 

All companies are complaining bit- 
terly of continued heavy losses, and 
are looking forward anxiously to the 
experience that will be disclosed when 
returns for the recently. completed quar- 
ter are available. 


Travelers Promotions 


Raymond A, Tucker, special agent of 
the Travelers at Pittsburgh, has been 
promoted to be assistant manager, burg- 
lary and plate glass department. 

Earl B. Ramsdell, special agent at the 
Newark branch, has been promoted to 
be assistant manager, steam boiler and 
engine department, at St. Louis, succeed- 
ing William Harrison Root, resigned. 

Freeman P. Davis, liability special 
agent at Detroit, has been promoted to 
be assistant manager at the Los An- 
geles branch office. 








First Vice-President of U. S. F. & G. 
Discusses Outlook for Casualty 
and Surety Business 





OMAHA, NEBR., Oct. 18.—R. How- 
ard Bland, first vice-president of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty, who 
was here to attend the conference of 
the company’s agents from Nebraska 
and Iowa, in an interview given THE 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER, outlined his 
ideas of present and probable future 
conditions in the casualty and surety 


eld. 

Mr. Bland is pleased with the present 
conditions regarding contract bond 
business. While it was exceptionally 
brisk for the first half of the year, he 
said that it has fallen off considerably 
in the last three months. 

“The losses have increased greatly, 
also, because several of the larger con- 
tracting firms have failed recently.” 

As for automobile and burglary in- 
surance, he said that “the losses have 
mounted greatly, and on a large rising 
volume of business. The people,” he 
added, “are waking up to the necessity 
of burglary insurance. 

“Our company is not complaining, 
however,” concluded the first vice- 
president. “We will pass the $30,000,000 
mark in assets this year, and will do 
a total premium business in 1920 of not 
less than $24,000,000.” 





Petersen Succeeds Hanrahan 


Robert S. Hanrahan, special agent in 
Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin for the 
Massachusetts Bonding, has resigned to 
enter another line of business in Kan- 
sas City, Mo. Mr. Hanrahan at one time 
was assistant manager of the branch 
office at Atlanta, Ga. Peter S. Petersen, 
heretofore working in the Chicago office, 
has been appointed to succeed him. 





Lion Bonding’s Record 


The Lion Bonding wrote in plate glass 
premiums last year $38,738, with losses 
$5,788. The first six months of 1920 


showed premiums of $198,203, with $38,- 





474 losses, or 19 percent. 
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MANY BIG QUESTIONS 
FOR DISABILITY MEN 


Bureau of Personal Accident and 
Health Underwriters Meets 
Oct. 28 in New York 


COMMITTEES WILL REPORT 


Investigation Bureau, Noncancellable 
Policy and Partial Disability 
Most Important 


NEW YORK, Oct. 19.—A prenten- 
tious schedule has been mapped out for 
the special meeting of the Bureau of 
Personal Accident & Health Under- 
writers at the Hotel Astor, Oct. 28. 

Practically the entire session will be 
taken up with committee reperts and 
action on them. The report of the 
committee of three, of which Arthur P. 
Woodward is chairman, will open the 
meeting. The committee will report 
on the question: Shall an investigation 
bureau be established? It is certain 
that the subject will come in for much 
discussion. It is contended that the 
establishment of such a bureau would 
lower the losses to some extent, espe- 
cially in health claims, where an increase 
in the moral hazard is bound to come 
about with lower pay-checks. 

Report on Noncancellable 


Much has been said lately of the non- 
cancellable policy pro and con. The 
committee of five, of which R. O. 
Davidson of the Equitable Life is chair- 
man, has gone into this matter very 
thoroughly and its report is anxiously 
awaited by underwriters throughout 
the country. Opinion seems to be very 
favorable to the non-cancellable policy 
and the standard policy and rates of 
underwriting which the committee will 
offer should be accepted with possibly 
one or two slight amendments. 

After the non-cancellable policy has 
been disposed of, the Bureau will turn 
its attention to the report of the legal 
committee of three on the form of a 
medical treatment clause for insertion 
in all personal accident insurance pol- 
icies. This clause covers injuries re- 
sulting from operations. The clause 
as adopted by the committee has 
already been published and the only 
change between the proposed clause 
and the old clause is in the line reading 
“made necessary solely by accidents 
covered by this policy. 

Uniform Plant for Statisties 


The fourth topic for discussion will 
be the report of the governing com- 
mittee on a uniform plan ef keeping 
health insurance experience statistics 
submitted by the committee en statis- 
tics. This plan is the work mainly of 
Benedict D. Flynn of the Travelers, 
who is chairman of the cemmittee. 
All of the companies have tong wanted 
some uniform plan of keeping these 
statistics and the plan effered ty the 
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committee is practically certain to be 
adopted. 

With airplanes rapidly coming into a 
field almost on a plane with the rail- 
roads, much interest centers upon the 
action the Bureau will take on the 
aviation hazard. Most of the com- 
panies clearly do not cover professional 
aeronauts but it is not so certain that 
present provisions would not cover in- 
juries sustained by a passenger in an 
airplane. The adoption of an aviation 
hazard clause is a certainty but the 
exact provisions of the clause are bound 
to come in for a great deal of discussion 
before final action is taken. 


Partial Disability for Sickness 


The report of the governing commit- 
tee on partial disability clause for sick- 
ness in connection with supplementary 
report .of the committee on statistics 
will be the last topic to be taken up be- 
fore new business. Partial disability 
has long been the bugaboo of the 
health business. Most of the under- 
writers take the stand that there is no 
such thing as partial disability for 
health as they argue that when a man 
is able to leave the house he can go to 
work. The Travelers and the Aetna 
led the fight against doing away with 
this clause last spring, but it is con- 
sidered doubtful whether these com- 
panies will take the same stand now. 


KUHNS & POGGE WILL QUIT 





Iowa Bonding Ceases to Write Plate 
Glass in Chicago—Plans of 
New Jersey 


Kuhns & Pogge, Chicago managers 
of the Iowa Bonding & Casualty, have 
dissolved partnership. The Iowa Bond- 
ing is discontinuing the writing of 
plate glass insurance in the city. Kuhns 
& Pogge have a large volume of plate 
glass business amounting to over $400,- 
000 in premiums. Chicago is the only 
place where the Iowa Bonding has writ- 
ten plate glass. In addition there is 
something like $150,000 in burglary 
premiums. The New Jersey Fidelity & 
Plate Glass, which the firm formerly 
represented will take the office of Kuhns 
& Pogge in 1664 Insurance Exchange, 
Manager C. J. Houge being in charge. 
The New Jersey Fidelity & Plate Glass 
discontinued writing plate glass busi- 
ness after Kuhns & Pogge resigned it. 
It opened an office in 758 Insurance 
to write automobile and 
burglary business. It will now be back 
in its old office writing all its former 
lines. 

Pogge Takes Another Office 


Charles F. Pogge has taken the pres- 
ent office of the New Jersey and will 
handle the losses of the Iowa Bonding 
under existing policies. A. G. Kuhns 
will take a vacation and has made no 
plans for the future. It seems likely 
that ‘these two men will get back into 
the insurance business in some capac- 
ity, as they have long been in it and 
have a large following. They have the 
largest plate glass business in Illinois 
and in addition have an_ extensive 
burglary business as well as general 
lines. Kuhns & Pogge are popular men 
with the brokers and business pro- 
ducers. Mr. Kuhns has been in the 
business for 25 years or so. He was 
with the old New York Plate Glass in 
Chicago and learned the business from 
the down floor up. Then he was ap- 
pointed Chicago manager for the New 
Jersey Plate Glass, which later changed 
its name to New Jersey Fidelity & 
Plate Glass. He was connected with 
the Fidelity & Casualty as a junior 
clerk before he went with the New 
York Plate Glass. 


Pogge Is Old Timer 


Mr. Pogge has been with the Metro- 
politan Casualty continuously from 1891 
until he joined forces with Mr. Kuhns. 
He started with the company in 1888 
when John Campbell was manager. In 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 37) 








OWNERSHIP OF CASUALTY RENEWALS 








Observations Made by Branch Office Manager Lead Him to 
Feel That There Is Much Misunderstanding on the Subject 








By GEORGE E. BRENNAN 


The policy of the well-organized 
stock insurance companies of America 
always has been to deal separately and 
distinctly with every dispute and with 
every problem arising between them- 
selves and their agents and to settle 
it on its own individual merit. 

But, speaking from a broad and gen- 
eral standpoint, their attitude can best 
be expressed as follows: 

Each regards the business on the 
books of the company, placed there 
through its agent, as belonging neither 
to the agent nor to the company, but 
to the assured. 

Each holds that bonds and policies 
are open to solicitation by the agents 
of all companies in any town, city or 
territory. 

Each holds that all business is new 
business, including renewal business, 





books of one company to the books of 
another company. This is inevitable. 

Agents who control volume are not 
concerned with renewal propaganda. 
They know that their company will not 
part with them except through most 
aggravating causes, and, therefore, with 
them the question of renewal owner- 
ship is a dead issue. It is true that some 
successful agents make changes, usu- 
ally because the company they repre- 
sent has declined to carry any further 
their unprofitable business; but the fact 
remains that the successful agent who 
produces for his company a _ profitable 
business rarely makes - changes. 

This is a sound policy and the only 
honest policy. There may be some 
surety and casualty companies who at- 
tempt to qualify their statements of 
attitude by making reservations, while 








George E. Brennan of Chicago is branch office manager of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty. Mr. Brennan has a large organi- 


zation of business producers, both agents and brokers. _ 
In the controversy over the ownership of casualty 


in his convictions. 


He is honest 


and surety renewals, it is important that the various viewpoints be 
gathered. Mr. Brennan is not an underwriter, but a business producer 


and administrator. 


In the field of politics he is a national character. 


He is on the Democratic national committee from Illinois and was one 
of a trio of prominent Democrats that had great influence at the San 
Francisco convention in bringing about Governor Cox’ nomination. Mr. 
Brennan is one of the leading Democrats of Illinois. 








and with perfect propriety can be so- 
licited from the assured by the agent 
of any company, whether such business 
is new business or old business. 


Companies That Hold This View 


In the field of surety and casualty 
companies it should be understood that 
the following companies, which include 
the oldest and strongest companies, 
uphold these basic principles, both in 
theory and in practice: Travelers, 
Maryland Casualty, Aetna Casualty & 
Surety, Employers’ Liability, United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty, Bankers’ 
Accident, Inter-Ocean Casualty, Met- 
ropolitan Casualty. 

All the world is aware of the fight 
made early this year by several of the 
companies named above to amend the 
National Workmen’s Compensation 
Service Bureau rules to the extent of 
preserving to the companies the right 
to pay all their agents the maximum 
commissions that are paid to the most 
favored. 


Not Going Over Agents’ Heads 


The record of these companies shows 
further that they have never attempted 
to corral any business over the heads 
of their agents, whether such business 
be railroad business, bank business, 
through state bankers’ associations, 
fraternal order business, or contract- 
ors’ business through a national con- 
tractors’ association. These examples 
stated because some of the companies 
which are hoodwinking their agents by 
subterfuge on the question of renewals 
have been guilty of such unethical prac- 
tices. 

On the contrary, several of the big 
companies named above consistently, in 
season and out of season, have fought 
these movements, because they realized 
that they rely upon their agents to 
bring to them all other classes of busi- 
ness, and, therefore, cannot fairly go 
over their agents’ heads and skim off 
the cream of such agents’ rightful busi- 
ness. 

Much Business Switched Annually 


Every well regulated company and 
every general agent knows by experi- 
ence that a certain percentage of busi- 
ness is switched annually from the 





others simply resort to subterfuge, de- 
ceiving themselves and this deception 
is followed by an attempt to hoodwink 
the agents of the companies which are 
courageous enough to define their poli- 
cies and do not stoop to evasions and 
qualifications. 
Problems In Agency Changes se 

The soundness of this position can 
best be exemplified in the following 
statements of fact: 

1—When an old agent resigns or is 
dismissed for cause and a new agent is 
named, the prompt settlement of claims 
in that district becomes one of the most 
vital and perhaps the most delicate 
problems confronting the surety or casu- 
alty company. If the company desires to 
hold a good and profitable client, could 
it safely entrust this claim work to the 
ex-agent? Emphatically “No.” The new 
agent at once should be put into close 
touch with the claim agent—oftentimes 
he performs that function himself—that 
he and the company may receive the 
proper credit for prompt settlement, 

2—The surety company writes bonds 
covering public officials, state, city and 
county treasurers, clerks of court, au- 
ditors and tax collectors, who are 
elected for a period of from two to four 
years and whose bonds represent liabili- 
ties of $25,000 to $1,500,000. The ac- 
counts of these officials are regularly au- 
dited by the agent with the assistance of 
a local accountant. What responsibility 
could the company put upon the ex- 
agent? 

Contract and Judicial Bonds 

3—Again, the surety company writes 
bonds covering contracts and contrac- 
tual obligations. The specific perform- 
ance of such contracts is difficult and 
they become serious obligations, running 
into millions of dollars and covering a 
period of one to three years. These re- 
quire constant attention by the agent 
and sometimes financial assistance, and 
at times, direct and detailed supervision. 

4—Again, in case an agent resigns or 
is dismissed for cause and a new agent 
appointed in his place, which should 
assume the responsibility on judicial 
bonds, such as those of executors, guar- 
dians, trustees, and those covering 
estates over which the company holds 
joint custody and control? Which is to 
check accounts, which is to countersign 
checks? Surely, the well-organized com- 
pany is not going to continue to delegate 
such function to the former agent, for 
what could be expected of him under 
such circumstances? This responsibility 
will be, assigned to the new agent, be- 





—e 
cause he is responsible, because he will 
perform the work and the company pro. 
poses to pay him for such work. In such 
case, the former agent will not only not 
control the renewal, but will not be 
recognized in any way. 


Menace of Mutual Competition 


The tendency towards unrest evidenceg 
recently by a number of agency forcegs— 
the fact that some of the state and na. 
tional agency organizations, like some of 
the industrial hosts, have assumed a 
threatening attitude towards those 
surety and casualty companies which do 
not comply with their wishes—calls for 
a word of warning lest these organiza. 
tions miss their mark and play into the 
hands of the enemy. 

Today all well-constituted stock in. 
surance companies are confronted with 
grave difficulties which are growing 
daily more pronounced. The majority of 
mutual and all reciprocal and inter. 
insurer carriers are presenting to the 
public forms of insurance that, from an 
insurance standpoint, are not insurance 
at all. These enemies of the stock com- 
pany and of the agent, yes, the agent 
most of all, stand like ravenous wolves 
at the door. They are ready to absorb 
free of the commission paid to the 
agent every dollar of premiums pro- 
duced under automobile, liability or 
workmen’s compensation lines, 


Facing a Common Enemy 


The average business man concerns 
himself little with the type of insurance 
offered him; he is apt to view it as an 
irritating burden and to pass on it 
merely from the point of view of dollars 
and cents, especially in the case of com- 
pulsory insurance. Who but the agent 
can effectively show him the difference? 
The home office can circularize forever 
and can send out special agents, but it 
cannot cover the entire field; and an in- 
telligent statement of fact by an agent 
bears the best fruit. In a word, the stock 
company and the agent are faced witha 
common enemy, that seeks to remove the 
agent from his sphere of usefulness and 
to destroy the agent’s livelihood and the 
company’s income. 

With this sign on the wall, written in 
bold letters, some of the agents, and, in- 
deed, some of the state agency associa- 
tions are disposed to club over the head 
every company that stands up for its 
rights in soliciting business from clients 
who live in the same town in which a 
former agent lives. They contend that 
when an agent resigns to affiliate with 
another company the first company 
should leave the field tc the former 
agent. 


Ohio and North Dakota Cited 


No sane man will contend that a com- 
pany with an agency planted in a town 
is going to allow it to go to seed, or 
permit its agent to stand by without 
making some effort to gather a share of 
the harvest, while an ex-agent or the 
agent of another company walks away 
with the goods. In the name of common 
sense, what are some of the agents and 
some of the state agency forces trying 
to do? It looks pretty much as if they 
have in mind the formation of a union 
for the purpose of brow-beating the cor- 
poration into submitting to demands 
made with reckless indifference to the 
interests of the corporation and without 
regard to acquisition cost, expense ratio, 
or fairness. 

From this, some of the members of the 
state agency organizations will dissent; 
but let them look to those states—Ohio, 
for example, where state monopolistic 
insurance has been given the right of 
way, and North Dakota, which has gone 
Ohio one better, through state monopo- 
listic control of banks, mines, elevators, 
newspapers, railroads and insurance. 


Close Relations Needed 


No relation should be closer than that 
between the agent and his company; on 
the agent’s part, loyalty and cooperation, 
and on the company’s part, strength, 
sympathy and consideration. The a 
cessful company is that which is bg 
to its agents. It backs them to the limi 
against assaults made by the — 
enemy. But the relation must be mutual, 
without companies there would be 
agents and without well-defined, a 
ness-like policies the strongest com 
panies would soon go on the sper 
witness the wrecks of the last twenty 
years! . 

When an agent no longer repr ; 
company, the mutuality of interest 
ceases. Should that company lie a 
and let its ex-agent walk away Ww 
the goods?” Not if the company is on 
the job. The territory in question m 
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J. R. BLAND WARNS OF 
MENACE OF COMMUNISM 


Significant Address by Head of 
United States Fidelity-Guar- 
anty Read at Omaha 


PROPERTY IS IN PERIL 


Says State Monopolistic Insurance Fits 
in Well With Plan of Bolshevist 
Russia 


OMAHA, NEBR., Oct. 18.—A deeply 
significant address on the menace of 
communism and mutualism by John R. 
Bland, president of the United States 
Fidelity & Guaranty, was read by his 
son, Howard R. Bland, at the banquet 
tendered the Nebraska and Iowa agents 
of the company here tonight, by reason 
of President Bland’s .inability to be 


present. The address,. entitled “A 
Warning and a Message,” follows in 
part: 


The question to which I am directing 
your attention is the desire of some 
people to acquire property without 
work. In a word, the burning question 
and the supreme issue of the hour is 
the preservation of property rights. On 
this point he who temporizes is lost. 
Flatly, the issue in the world today is 
property or no property. There are men 
in this country, supported by the social- 
ists, who claim that the country is con- 
trolled by the capitalistic class. What 
difference in principle is there between 
unlawful control of a manufacturing 
plant by those who do not own it and 
unlawful seizure and practical confisca- 
tion of property and profits? Is it not 
ene of degree rather than principle? 

Is there to come a time in this country 
when the government will sit supine 
while, in greater or less degree than now 
witnessed in Russia or Italy, property is 
taken over, wholly or in part, through 
surreptitious control or open war, by the 
hands of those who, under existing law, 
have no right either of control or owner- 
ship? The danger is present and if the 
government does not defend property 
now it is unlikely to do so later. 


Communism and Mutualism 


Just as democracy has its communism, 
so the stock companies have their mu- 
tuals and reciprocals, which are spread- 
ing the propaganda of socialism, and. 
like a pack of hungry wolves, are seek- 
ing to tear down instead of build up— 
with minds of a destructive rather than 
of a constructive nature—eager in their 
quest for the dollar, with rarely a 
thought of giving in return the equiva- 
lent in responsibility—insurance that in- 
sures—and service, 

Mutual and reciprocal liability and 
compensation insurance is the first step 
toward the mutualization of every in- 
dustry and every business. The system 
is economically unsound and destructive. 
Those who give their business to the 
mutuals and reciprocals are playing into 
the hands of the socialist, who you and 
I know is a highly developed parasite 
seeking to attach himself to our social 
and economic system. 


Fits With Russian System 


State monopolistic insurance fits well 
with the proclamations of red Russia. 
What is the difference between the 
edicts of the Bolshevists and the edicts 
of the state which orders its people to 
insure with it, naming the rate and the 
Punishment, and throttling competition? 

Labor looks on this state monopolistic 
insurance as a cure-all, and -blindly fol- 
lows a few demagogues who shout from 
the housetops and cry that state monop- 
olistic insurance gives the workman 
‘millions of dollars of benefits which 
the workingmen of other states have 

n deprived of.” This statement is 
false and these demagogues know it. 

ey ignore facts. They forget that 
state monopolistic insurance has no con- 
Rection whatever with the scale of com- 
Pensation payable to injured workmen 
and their dependents. They conceal and 
y the fact that the stock companies 





of America furnish a specific and most 
efficient medical service far superior to 
that supplied by the state funds, and 
pay their claims more quickly—and in 
many cases it will be found that the 
stock companies pay more than is legally 
required—while the state funds haggle 
and quibble over technical points. 


More Than Dollars and Cents 


There is something more than dollars 
and cents in compensation insurance. 
There is humanity to be considered. The 
stock company which, through its in- 
spectors and physicians, shows the em- 
ployer how he can safeguard his plant 
and his people, is doing a greater service 
than a concern—such as the state mo- 
nopolistic insurance fund—which auto- 
matically takes in dollars and pays them 
out. 

The Russian people have had their fill 
of socialism and have sickened. They 
have found it Dead Sea fruit. Will the 
people be led into this false economic 
scheme of state monopolistic insurance? 
Will our people taste of the same dead 
fruit? 

Protection, Plus Service 


The stock companies know in their 
own minds that they have always sold 
not only protection which protects, but 
service, at a price which allowed no 
more than a reasonable underwriting 
profit. They have stood their ground, 
ignoring the propaganda of the mutuals 
and the reciprocals. Over 30 of the mu- 
tuals and reciprocals have gone on the 
rocks in the last few years, and in not 
a few cases have dragged their policy- 
holders into the courts with them, There 
are times when patience ceases to be a 
virtue. We have hesitated in calling a 
spade a spade, we have permitted our 
participating competitors to mislead 
larger numbers of employers. This, ac- 
cording to statistics at hand, amounts to 
20 percent of the whole business. We 
must assume the offensive against this 
competition. We should have done this 
from the beginning. If the insuring 
public is properly educated, such com- 
petition will fail of its own weight. 

Keep well in mind that the greatest 
weakness of the mutual and the recipro- 
eal is their lack of capital investment, 
which means lack of permanency, and 
this weakness means volumes for the 
policyholder: Short-weight protection, 
possibility of assessments, a restricted 
distribution of risks, lack of service, 
lack of efficient personnel. 


KUHNS & POGGE WILL QUIT 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36) 


1896 he was made manager of the 
Metropolitan, which was then known 
as the Metropolitan Plate Glass. Kuhns 
& Pogge then joined hands as managers 
of the New Jersey and built up a mag- 
nificent business. Mr. Pogge has given 
special attention to plate glass, and Mr. 
Kuhns to burglary. Mr. Houge, who 
now takes charge of the enlarged office 
of the New Jersey Fidelity & Plate 
Glass, has had a wide insurance ex- 
perience. He formerly was manager 
of the burglary department, of the Aetna 
Casualty office in Chicago. 


Plans of Iowa Bonding 


The Iowa Bonding will conduct its 
Chicago affairs from Room 758, Insur- 
ance Exchange, where Mr. Pogge will 
hold forth until it can make further 
agency arrangements. Vice-President 
Joel Tuttle of the company has been 
in Chicago for several days and states 
that he will be able to make some an- 
nouncement as to its future plans in 
the city in a short time. In the mean- 
time the New Jersey will take the ex- 
pirations as they come along. The Iowa 
Bonding hereafter will write surety 
bonds, compensation, burglary and 
automobile in Chicago, quitting the 
plate glass field entirely. 


Russell S. Chaloner, manager of the 


‘burglary department of the Travelers 


at Chicago, is expected back at his desk 
soon, following a month’s leave of 


,absence which he spent at his home in 


Hartford, Conn. He had suffered from 
ill health and it was necessary that he 
take a long rest. It is reported at the 
Chicago office of the Travelers that he 
is recovering rapidly and will soon be 
back in the harness again. 














U.S. F. & G. MEN MEET AT OMAHA 








} 





OMAHA, NEB., Oct. 18—-A deeply 
than 200 Nebraska and Iowa agents 


and officials from the home office of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty at- 
tended a special educational meeting 
here yesterday. 

The officials and department heads in 
attendance from Baltimore included 
Howard R. Bland, first vice-president 
and son of President John R. Bland; 
W. W. Symington, vice-president; 
Sydney Hall, vice-president; L. R. Sol- 
lenberger, vice-president; J. H. Hart-- 
ley, superintendent of the casualty de- 
partment; Charles G. Whyte, superin- 
tendent of agents, and Col. J. Frank 
Supplee, resident secretary, of New 
York. 

President Bland, who was to have 
attended the special convention, was 
prevented by a slight illness, but will 
be at the Toronto convention Oct. 25, 
his son announced. The principal fea- 
ture of the banquet last night, however, 
was the address of President Bland, 
which was read by his son. 


Addresses at Morning Session 


The agents reported at the Omaha 
office, operated by Tukey & Hall, 
Peters Trust building, and registered. 
Headquarters during the day were at 
the Hotel Fontenelle, where the west- 
erners met the Baltimore officials in an 
informal manner. At the morning ses- 
sion most of the easterners made brief 
talks on subjects relating to the com- 





pany’s policies and business conditions 


in general. Colonel Supplee delivered 
one of the most helpful talks of the 
morning, “How to Get Business.” 

He told of the various methods em- 
ployed in New York, where the agents 
meet the biggest business men of the 
country, described the workings of the 
New York office with its 360 employes, 
and declared that the company will do 
about $4,500,000 in premium business 
in 1920. He said he could condense his 
advice on how to secure the best results 
in three words: “Personality, Prepared- 
ness and Perseverance.” 

Mr. Symington spoke on “Fidelity 
Bonds,” and L. R. Sollenberger on “Ju- 
dicial Bonds.” Sydney Hall gave an 
interesting talk on “Contract Bonds,” 
and Mr. Hartley talked briefly on 
“Casualty Insurance.” Mr. Bland also 
made a short talk at the morning ses- 
sion. 

Supplee Presides at Banquet 


The afternoon was devoted to: in- 
formal and rather intimate conferences, 
at which heads of the various depart- 
ments talked to different groups, both 
at the hotel and in the offices of Tukey 
& Hall. 

At the banquet last night Col. Sup- 
plee acted as master of ceremonies, 
and a score of Omaha insurance officials 
and bankers attended as invited guests. 
Besides the reading of President Bland’s 
address, Judge J. A. Miller of Des 
Moines, la., counsel for the company, 
and E. G. McGilton of Omaha, Ne- 
braska counsel, made short talks. 











PERSONAL GLIMPSES OF CASUALTY MEN: 








Cornelius H. Fitzpatrick of Frank- 
lin, Mass., was appointed agent of the 
Travelers, effective Aug. 2. Without 
previous experience in the sale of acci- 
dent and health insurance, he wrote 37 
applications amounting to $793 in pre- 
miums in August, of which only two 
policies were returned as “not taken,” 
and in September he wrote 34 applica- 
tions amounting to $1,125 in premiums. 
During the latter month he also wrote 
five automobile risks as his first step 
toward multiple lines and multiple 
profits. 


Insurance friends of “Bob” Hall, 
long a popular “special” for the Aetna 
Life accident department and of Burns 
McDonald, formerly of the Coast and 
now an Aetna accounting man, will re- 
joice in the news that both have 
married. Particulars are yet to come. 


The “Lion’s Roar,” the house organ 
of the Lion Bonding & Surety of 
Omaha presents a full page portrait of 
Miss Elsie Jones, who superintends the 
judicial bond department at the home 
office. Miss Jones has been with the 
Lion in her present capacity for three 
years. She entered the employ of the 
Northwestern Surety at Mitchell, S. D.. 
as a _ stenographer, bookkeeper and 
general office assistant. When the 
company was absorbed by the Northern 
Casualty of Aberdeen. S. D., she was 
taken to Aberdeen by the Northern and 
made assistant secretary and under- 
writer. She stayed with it for four 
years and then went with the Lion 
Bonding. When Miss Jones was asked 
as to the factors that had been the most 
instrumental in shaping her judgment 
as to fiduciary bonds, she said: 

There isn’t any luck about it. It is 
just a matter of close attention to de- 
tail, beginning with a careful scrutiny 
of the application and continuing clear 
through to the final accounting. 

We insist on a business-like adminis- 
tration of the trust and a careful com- 
pliance with all legal requirements and 
our. follow-up system keeps us in close 
enough touch with the affairs of the 
trust to guard against irregularities. 








We probably do more work in this de- 


partment than is common, but the pre- 
mium on fiduciary business is so small 
that we cannot afford losses so we must 
watch carefully to prevent them. 

Of course we get security on the other 
forms of bond we write in this depart- 
ment’and in those cases it is largely a 
matter of passing on the sufficiency of 
the collateral and its convertability. In 
these days of tight money, one has to 
be pretty sure that there is a market 
for the securities before accepting them 
to back a “promise to pay” and that is 
our greatest problem right now. We 
have been pretty fortunate so far and 
I am hoping that our good luck will 
continue. 


John H. McGibbons of the United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty office in 
Chicago is one of the foremost author- 
ities on contract bonds in the country. 
Mr. McGibbons has personal acquaint- 
ance with the leading contractors of the 


country. He has secured some of the 
largest contracts that have been 
awarded. Mr. McGibbons not only 


knows the contractors, but he is in close 
touch with work that is to be given out, 
studies the plans, assists those that 
have the work to be given out and then 
helps them to get bids. Frequently, he 
figures out what a contractor can bid. 
He is a believer in contract service and 
hence is able to swing big deals. Mr. 
McGibbons was associate manager at 
the Chicago office until he went to 
Washington during the war period to 
assist the government in the handling 
of big contracts. He works all over 
the country and has license from his 
company to handle business in any sec- 
tion. He, therefore, is a contract bond 
man extraordinary, jumping here and 
there over the country, as the cases 
demand. Mr. McGibbons, in his earlier 
years, was a forceful figure in Chicago 
politics. He is said to have been the 
inspiration for the present addresso- 
graph system that is so widely used. 
He has a wide range of knowledge and 
impresses people who come in contact 
with him that he is a master of his 
calling. 


Ww. D. Ward, assistant secretary of 
the New Jersey Plate Glass, is in Chi- 





cago this week. 
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~ Partisan Propaganda By A Public Bureau 


Attention is called to an article in the 
“Monthly Labor Review,” for April, 1920 
(pp. 14-32), entitled “Scope and Operation 
of the Workmen’s Compensation Laws of the 
United States,” containing a questionnaire 
from the British Government, on the subject 
of compensation to workmen for injuries, 
submitted to the United States Department 
cf Labor, and the reply thereto by that De- 
partment. 

One heading in such questionnaire (p. 15) 
related to the subject of “Comparison of Dif- 
ferent Methods of Insurance.” Obviously this 
called for a response setting forth fully, fairly 
and impartially such information as was 
available relative to experience in the United 
States with all the different methods of insur- 
ing workmen’s compensation. Instead of 
such a response the reply made by the De- 
partment of Labor (pp. 21-24) consisted 
merely of a selection of data favorable to 
“State-fund insurance,” including many posi- 
tive misstatements, with all facts and experi- 
ence unfavorable to State insurance and 
favorable to other insurance methods care- 
fully eliminated and suppressed. Nothing 
more apt to deceive the authors of the ques- 
tionnaire and to mislead them into false in- 
ferences as to American insurance experience 
could possibly have been designed or imag- 
ined. And in purpose and effect such reply 
was a most unwarranted and unfair attack 
upon the private insurance business, in which 
I am engaged. 

An analysis of the reply of the Department 
to the part of the questionnaire above speci- 
fied will amply sustain the foregoing accusa- 
tion. 

The reply in question opens with cita- 
tions of articles in various numbers of the 
“Monthly Labor Review,” all except one be- 
ing in the nature of State fund insurance 
propaganda, and a brief reference to Massa- 
chusetts experience of little moment; but 
principally it consists of statements relative 
tc Montana, New York, Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania compensation insurance experience and 
of a statement of the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics’ conclusions as to the relative merits 
of State insurance funds in general, the sub- 
stance of which statements is contained in 
the excerpts quoted below. The matter fol- 
lowing each of those excerpts specifies the 
particulars in which such excerpts is false 
or misleading. 

“The report” of the Industrial Accident Board of 
Montana “for the year ending July 1, 1919, shows, for 
self-insurers a rate of accident cost of 75 cents per 
$100 of payroll, the total cost to the employer being 
of course the same. For company insurance the ac- 
cident cost was 67 cents and the employers’ cost $2.25 

; while in the State fund, the accident 


cost was 8@ cents, and the total cost to the employer, 
$1. Montana is of course a State of serstinte cine 
limited industrial importance. The significance of 
the data given lies chiefly in their exact showing of 
relative cests.” 

Even were the figures in the foregoing ex- 
cerpt truly representative of actual experi- 


ence, it would have been inexcusable thus to 
present the results of a brief experience in a 
State with such limited exposure as Montana 
as the most “exact showing of relative costs” 
of the different forms of compensation insur- 
ance in the United States. But in reality 
those figures are absolutely worthless, being 
merely partisan advertising data for the Mon- 
tana State fund, computed on the basis of in- 
completed experience, on estimates made by 
pure guess-work to support desired conten- 
tions, and by relating one set of figures to 
another set of figures between which figures 
10 relation whatsoever exists. It is a fiction 
that the “employers’ cost” for company in- 
surance in Montana for the year ending July 
1, 1919, amounted to $2.25 per $100 of pay- 
roll; and it was simply a guess that for the 
same period the accident cost was 80 cents in 
the State fund and 65 cents in the stock com- 
panies and that the “employers’ cost” was $1 
in the State fund. It is shocking to all sense 
of truth and national pride that a United 
States Government office should adopt such 
fictitious data and transmit them abroad as 
the most reliable guide to relative cost ex- 
perience in this country. 


“An investigation of the systems of insurance in 
use in” the state of New York, “shows the following 
results, self-insurers being left out of consideration. 


LOSS AND EXPENSE EXPERIENCE, COMPENSATION 
INSURANCE IN NEW YORK, 1918. 
Per cent of earned premiums. 
sses 

Earned Ex- and Sav- 

Carrier premiums Losses penses Expenses ings 
Stock insurance 
companies non- 

participating .$22,534,589 651 36 87 13 
Stock insurance 
companies, par- 


ticipating ..... 1,198,072 44 17 61 39 
Mutual insurance 

companies .... 4,580,722 44 20 64 36 
State fund ...... 8,982,678 41 6 47 53 


Totalicices $32,296,061 48 29 77 23 

“The investigator (Mr. Miles M. Dawson, F. A. S., 
F. I. A., consulting actuary) says of this: 

“Here the superior showing of the State fund is 
unobscured; its much lower expense makes the total 
net cost materially lower than in other insurance 
carriers. IC ane RG 

““Of the 53 per cent savings in the State fund, 
14 1-2 per cent are represented by reduced premium 
rates as compared with regular company rates, 5 per 
cent . . . go to a catastrophe surplus, while the 
remainder goes for the payment of dividends, thus 
saving to employers insured in the State fund 49 3-4 
per cent of the earned premiums for the year, as com- 
pared with the full rates of insurance companies. 

“*Taking the five years of operation of the fund, 
the saving to insurers is found to aggregate $4,004,- 
623, or 29 per cent of the total premiums computed 
at company rates. On this same basis, insurers in 
stock companies paid an unnecessary cost in excess 
of $18,000,000 during the four and one-half years for 
which data are available; while at the same time 
beneficiaries would have received not less than $5,- 
700,000 more than they did, because of underpay- 
ments by insurance companies and self-insurers.’” 


The foregoing excerpt is not only dire¢tly 
misleading, but indirectly it is most deceptive 
through the omission of many facts requisite 
for an adequate response to the British ques- 
tionnaire. The specifications of this charge 
are as follows: 


(1) The table in this excerpt is substanti-. 


ally correct; but it gives the figures for only 
a single year, during which year experience 
was so abnormal as, taken by itself, with the 
experience of other years disregarded, to lead 


to the most erroneous inferences and deduc- ° 


tions. For instance, it would appear from 
this table that the stock companies secure a 


profit of about 13 per cent of premiums. That 
was true of the year 1918, but of that year 
only. In other years those companies haye 
incurred losses. And during the entire com- 
pensation insurance business period, from 
July 1, 1914, to December 31, 1919, their 
underwriting profits averaged less than one- 
half of one per cent. Similarly the “savings” 
of the other insurance carriers during the en- 
tire period just mentioned averaged far below 
the exceptional percentages of premiums 
given in that table for the year 1918. Thus 
to select the figures for a single and excep- 
tional year, for presentation to European 
enquirers as indicative of New York compen- 
sation insurance experience as a whole, was 
inexcusably misleading and betrays an un- 
bridled partisan bias. 


(2) The investigation referred to in this 
excerpt was conducted by Jeremiah F. Con- 
nor, Esq., of the New York Bar, a Commis- 
sioner appointed ‘by the Governor of New 
York, assisted by Mr. Dawson, an actuary 
of distinction but noted for his extreme bias 
in favor of monopolistic state insurance. Yet 
in this excerpt only Mr. Dawson’s conclu- 
sions unfavorable to company insurance are 
mentioned, without any reference to the find- 
ings in Commissioner Connor’s reports ad- 
verse to the New York State insurance fund, 
although such findings were on points about 
which information was called for by the 
British questionnaire. Commissioner Con- 
nor either found expressly or found facts 
showing that: 

The State fund had been lax and inefficient 
in collecting its premiums, with the conse- 
quence that some large premiums had been 
lost and “bare-faced” frauds had been prac- 
ticed in some cases. 

The State fund had been particularly slow 
in paying compensation, in some cases as 
much as five months elapsing before the first 
payment, and had had a bad record for under- 
payments. 

The State fund’s insurance had been ad- 
ministered with favoritism—favoritism in 
computing premiums, favoritism in allowing 
credit for premiums, favoritism in rating and 
favoritism in dividends. 

Commonly claims against the State fund 
had been adjusted without giving the claim- 
ants opportunity to be heard. 

There had developed an organized system 
of “graft” among employes of the State fund, 
whereby claimants against that fund had 
been defrauded of large percentages of their 
compensation and fraudulent and excessive 
claims had been “framed up” and “put over. 

The State fund, although organized for the 
purpose of providing insurance “at cost, 
without the expense of an agency service, had 
nevertheless built up a line of agency busi- 
ness, with this branch of its business prac- 
tically monopolized by one favored agent. 

The State fund had been managed with 
reckless disregard of sound finance, payimg 
unearned dividends to favored customers, 
and, although such. fund was strong and 
solvent at the time of the investigation, owing 
to unusually favorable experience during the 
years immediately preceding, yet par = 
during earlier years it had been perilously 
close to insolvency. 


(3) The respective expense ratios of the | 
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stock companies and the State fund set forth 
in the table in the foregoing excerpt are 
grossly deceptive, since the expenses of the 
stock companies covered the cost of a com- 
plete service, furnished by the companies, 
whereas the State fund furnished no such 
service in return for its premiums, but ad- 
yised its subscribers to secure such a service 
independently and at a charge additional to 
premiums—which many of such subscribers 
did. Consequently the figure given in the 
table for State fund expenses represents only 
a part of the “expense” to the State fund’s 
subscribers, and cannot rightly be compared 
with the figure for total expenses under stock 
company insurance. _ 

(4) The statements in the foregoing ex- 
cerpt as to “saving to employers insured in 
the State fund” and “unnecessary cost” to 
insurers in stock companies are not facts 
found by the commissioner upon the investi- 
gation referred to, and, moreover, are de- 
monstrably false, since they ignore differ- 
ences in service and the cost to the State 
fund’s subscribers of the collateral service 
mentioned above. How much such cost has 
amounted to has never been disclosed. 

(5) The comparisons in the foregoing ex- 
cerpt between the expense ratios of the insur- 
ance companies and the State fund respect- 
ively are calculated further to mislead foreign 
inquirers, because of the suppression of the 
fact that the expenses of the companies in- 
clude heavy payments for taxes, whereas the 
State fund is tax exempt. 

(6) The statement in the final paragraph 
of the foregoing excerpt that “beneficiaries 
would have received not less than $5,700,000 
more than they did, because of underpay- 
ments by insurance companies and self-insur- 
ers” is very misleading, in that it implies, 
first, that the insurance companies and self- 
insurers have, without amendment, underpaid 
injured workmen in the aggregate amount 
specified—which is a gross misconstruction 
of some facts found upon the investigation— 
and, second, that underpayments were pecu- 
liar to insurance companies and self-insurers, 
whereas the facts found upon the investiga- 
tion showed that the State fund itself was 
most seriously at fault in that respect. 

“Another industrial State of the first rank, Ohio, 
has a State fund which is exclusive in its operation, 
insurance in stock companies or otherwise not being 
permitted. Of this it is said by a special investigator 
from outside the State: “The Ohio State fund, meas- 
ured by the actual volume of the benefits insured, 
has now become the largest carrier of compensation 
insurance in the United States. One or two private 
companies, it is true, had a larger total of premium 
income in 1918, but 40 cents out of every dollar col- 
lected by these companies is absorbed by overhead 
expenses, whereas the whole income of the Ohio fund 
is devoted exclusively to the payment of compensa- 
tion claims.’ This fund is found by its investigators 
to be ‘highly solvent’ It is, ‘and has at all times 
been strong and solvent.’” 

The foregoing statement not only insinu- 
ates a serious falsehood, but it is designed, 
by its omission of known facts which ought 
to have been stated in response to the British 
questionnaire, to give rise to grossly false 
impressions. The specifications of this charge 
are as follows: 


(1) It has not been found by “investiga- 
tors,” as is insinuated in the foregoing ex- 
cerpt, that the Ohio State fund “has at all 
times been strong and solvent.” There have 
recently been two investigations of that fund, 
the second following the first within a few 
months. The first investigation was made, 
upon the initiative of the State administra- 
tion, by Mr. E. H. Downey; of the Penn- 
sylvania Insurance Department, assisted by 

t. M. M. Dawson, already referred to in 
connection with the New York State fund 
ivestigation. The second investigation was 





made under the direction of the State Legis- 
lature, by Mr. S. H. Wolfe, of New York City, 
an independent consulting actuary. Neither 
of the two “investigators” proper found that 
the Ohio State fund had “at all times been 
strong and solvent.” Only Mr. Dawson so 
found, and he so found without sustaining 
his finding by any facts or figures. Mr. 
Downey did find that the State fund was 
highly solvent at the time of his investigation, 
immediately following two years of excep- 
tionally favorable experience ; but he also re- 
ported facts and figures indicating strongly 
that several years earlier the fund had been 
running dangerously close to insolvency. 

(2) Not only did Mr. Downey not find 
what is alleged in the foregoing excerpt, but 
he did find the following facts, called for by 
the British questionnaire but which were 
suppresed in the reply by the Department of 
Labor, namely, that the Ohio State fund 
settled claims at its office or offices on paper 
proof, with few field investigations or ex- 
aminations, that this practice had resulted 
in delaying the first payment of compensation 
in a high percentage of compensatable cases 
from five to nine or even eleven weeks, in 
the frequent suspension for weeks at a time 
of payments due for permanent disability 
and in withholding overdue payments for 
months in scores of cases of impairment of 
physical functions, that such common delays 
were inexcusable and “emphatically a denial 
of justice,” that the State fund had done 
nothing for accident prevention, that it did 
not employ inspectors or safety engineers or 
even have an adequate working relationship 
with inspection departments, that it had made 
practically no use of its statistical material, 
that it had not rated risks upon the basis of 
physical hazards, and that its unique system 
of merit rating had serious defects. 


(3) On the second investigation of the 
Ohio State fund, not only did Mr. Wolfe not 
find that the fund had “at all times been 
strong and solvent,” but he found adversely, 
that it maintained no proper accounting sys- 
tem, had no ledger from which a trial balance 
could be taken, and kept no books of record 
from which its financial condition could be 
readily determined, and that, so far as could 
be ascertained from its defective records, it 
was far less strong and prosperous than had 
been reported by Mr. Downey. Mr. Wolfe 
further reported facts showing that the Ohio 
State fund’s premium rates had not been fixed 
properly according to classifications, agreed 
with Mr. Downey’s criticism of its merit 
rating system, and found that its procedure 
was cumbersome and its method of establish- 
ing claims too complicated to permit of 
awards within reasonable time. 

(4) It is true, about as stated in the fore- 
going excerpt, that nearly “40 cents out of 
every dollar collected by stock companies is 
absorbed by overhead expenses, whereas the 
whole income of the Ohio fund is devoted ex- 
clusively to the payment of compensation 
claims.” But in order to avoid leading those 
unacquainted with the Ohio situation into 
false inferences it ought to have been added, 
in response to the British questionnaire, that 
the overhead expenses of the stock companies 
include heavy taxes and the cost of an 
agency, of an accident prevention and of a 
claim adjustment service, besides general ex- 
penses of administration, whereas the Ohio 
fund is exempt from taxation, has no agency 
or accident prevention service, has practically 
no field adjustment service and has its ad- 
ministration expenses paid out of the general 
revenues of the State. 


(5) It is true, as stated in the foregoing ex- 
cerpt, that the Ohio State fund is exclusive 





in its operation. But in order to avoid false 
inferences by persons unfamiliar with the 
Ohio insurance situation, it ought to have 
been added in response to the British ques- 
tionnaire, that under the Ohio law employers 
are permitted to carry their own risks un- 
insured, upon payment to the State fund of 4 
per cent of what would be their premiums if 
insured therein, and that, notwithstanding 
such a serious deterrent to self-insurance, 
employers representing about 36 per cent of 
the potential premiums of the State prefer to 
carry their own risks uninsured rather than 
to insure in the Ohio State fund. 

“The Pennsylvania State fund, like that of New 
York, is competitive. In the second annual report 
of this fund (1918) it is said that in the years 1916 
and 1917 the fund saved its policyholders more than 
$483,000 as against the costs that would have been 
incurred by insuring through ordinary agencies. The 
saving for 1918 is estimated as more than $450,000, 
while if all employers in the State carrying insur- 
ance at the time were insured in the State fund the 
savings effected would exceed $2,500,000.” 

It was unfairly partisan and misleading to 
present these bald, advertising claims of the 
Pennsylvania State fund’s management, in 
response to the British questionnaire, without 
noting that, in spite of such claims, that fund 
secures less than 13 per cent of the compen- 
sation insurance business in the State, meas- 
ured by premiums, and that the alleged pos- 
sible savings to employers would include a 
loss to the government of hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars in taxes on insurance com- 
panies. 

“The Bureau of Labor Statistics is engaged in a 
rather extensive study of State funds, both exclusive 
and competitive, but no report is yet available. How- 
ever, existing data show that in economy, fairness, 
promptness of payments, and general efficiency State 
funds are superior to any other form of insurance.” 

The latter sentence in this excerpt is 
grossly at variance with the truth. In gen- 
eral, existing data show nothing of the kind. 
Although such data indicate that there are 
some well managed and efficient State funds, 
generally they are unfavorable to such funds 
in regard to “fairness, promptness of pay- 


s ’ 
ments and general efficiency.” 

(See, as to the Ohio State Fund: “Actuarial Audit 
of the Ohio State Insurance Fund as of March 1, 
1919,” by E. H. Downey, and “Report on State In- 
surance Fund for Joint Legislative Committee on 
Administrative Reorganization,” December, 1919, by 
Ss Wolfe; as to the New York State Fund: “Re- 
port to Governor Alfred E. Smith, by Jeremiah F. 
Connor, Moreland Act Commissioner, on the State 
Insurance Fund of the State of New York,” May, 
1919, and “Report of Investigation by Jeremiah F. 


Connor, as Commissioner * * * in relation to the 
Management and Affairs of the State Industrial Com- 
mission, November, 1919”; as to the Washington State 
fund: “Report of the Auditor of the ashington 
State Bureau of Inspection and Supervision of Public 
Offices of an Examination of the State Industrial In- 
surance Department,” October, 1916; and as to the 
West Virginia State fund: “Argument of C. Edwin 
Michael, President of the Virginia Bridge and Iron 
Co., before the Joint Committee on General Laws 
— Legislature, Richmond, Va., February, 
As will be seen from the foregoing, the 
reply of the Department of Labor to the ques- 
tionnaire submitted by the British Govern- 
ment is nothing more nor less than a piece 
of “State insurance” propaganda, of the most 
partisan character. By misstatement, in- 
nuendo and suppression of facts it draws a 
picture for publication abroad of compensa- 
tion experience in America grossly at vari- 
ance with the known truth and wantonly 
unjust to our private insurance companies. 
Those companies are taxpayers—heavy tax- 
payers—and part of their taxes goes to main- 
tain the very Department in question, with 
the consequence that such companies are be- 
ing taxed to carry on a propaganda against 
themselves. Could unfairness be pushed 
further? 
As the representative of one of the com- 
panies affected I protest against this outrage. 
EDSON S. LOTT, President, 
United States Casualty Company, 
80 Maiden Lane, New York. 














i 


eames 
ro 


—— 
MR oRy ves 
VEN gee i 


Sead 


Meas east 
eer 


j 


ory 


i 


oy 


40 CASUALTY 





THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


October 21, 1999 





——= 











FEDERAL SURETY COMPANY 


Home Office: 
i DAVENPORT, IOWA 











An Institution of Service 


Writing 
ACCIDENT AND HEALTH 
| AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY 
PROPERTY DAMAGE AND COLLISION 


BURGLARY, LARCENY AND THEFT 
ELEVATOR 


GENERAL LIABILITY AND 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
INSURANCE 





Correspondence Solicited from Mississippi Valley Agents 





W. L. TAYLOR, Vice-President and General Manager 
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Farmers and Bankers Accident and Health Company 
Home Office: Mattoon, III. 


WHY WE GROW 


Our new Policies containing real selling features, and our 
Prompt Service and assistance to Solicitors are among the 
Reasons for our growing Agency Organization and business. 


Wnite us. You don’t have to be from Missouri to be shown. 
H. B. Miller, Pres. T. S. Lyons, Vice-Pres. A. S. McKellar, Vice-Pres. F. B. Gore, Seey 
Lincoln Bancroft, General Manager. 

















AMONG SURETY MEN 








BARS THE NATIONAL SURETY 





Secretary Payne of the Department 
of Interior Brings Out Retort 
From Joyce 





The National Surety has filed with 
the various insurance departments a 
statement of its controversy with John 
Barton Payne, Secretary of the Interior 
who upon assuming the office issued an 
order that “Until further notice, sure- 
ties approved by the Treasury Depart- 
ment other than the National Surety 
are preferred for bonds required by the 
Interior Department.” 

President Joyce of the National 
Surety charges that the Interior De- 
partment is boycotting the National 
Surety and is refusing to accept its 
bonds. Mr. Joyce declares that on 
June 11, 1919, the National Surety ex- 
ecuted a bond of $100,000 in favor of 
the Triangle Steamship Company for 
the benefit of the Shipping Board, guar- 
anteeing the performance of a certain 
contract. The principal defaulted on a 
payment to the United States Shipping 
Board, then under the administration of 
Judge Payne. It demanded the penalty 
of the bond, claiming that it was a 
forfeitable instrument. President Joyce 
declares that he invited the Shipping 
Board to bring action against the Na- 
tional to determine the damages for 
which it was liable, but it did not do so. 
He says that instead of that the Ship- 
ping Board has attempted to coerce the 
National into making the payment de- 
manded by refusing to accept any 
further bonds by the company. 


JUDGE PAYNE’S STATEMENT 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 19—Secre- 
tary Payne of the Department of Interior 
dictated the following statement to the 
correspondent of The National Under- 
writer: 

“Judge Payne declined to comment on 
the statement of President Joyce of the 
National Surety with reference to the 
refusal to accept the bonds of that com- 
pany, beyond saying that the purpose of 
the government in taking surety bonds 
and paying therefor very large pre- 





PLATE GLASS SURVEYOR 


Large office at Chicago wants ex- 
perienced man for surveying and 
inspection. Address 66-I care The 
National Underwriter. 
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JAMERICAN BONDING ( 


| « 4 ' 
| SURETY It 
BONDS [nsunanct 








Home Office: Sioux City, Iowa 
Assets December 31st, over $3,000,000.00 
Writing Fidelity and Surety Bonds and Casualty Insurance 


American Bonding & Casualty Company 
be <a F, 


The unprecedented growth of this Company is evidence of the quality of our service. 
Agents are invited to avail themselves of this service where we are not represented. 


























miums is to have losses, when they o¢. 
cur, made good by the surety company 
In this case the National Surety faileg 
to make good the loss which wag gyg. 
tained by the shipping board, which was 
covered by a policy of that company.” 
The opinion in this city is held in gus. 
pense because of the reputation of Sec. 
retary Payne for fairness and Square 
dealing. The statement, however, on be. 
half of the National Surety seems to 
show that it has been unfairly treateg 
and that an attempt has been made to 
enforce payment regardless of the 
equity and legal aspects of the case. The 
company is still in the attitude of invit- 
ing a legal test of the correctness of its 
position. 
pean Be 2 


Kress Is Made President 


W. G. Kress of Conkling, Price & Webb 
was installed as president of the Chi- 
cago Surety Underwriters Association at 
the annual meeting and banquet Thurs- 
day evening. P. B. Shillito of the Mas. 
sachusetts Bonding, the retiring presgj- 
dent, closed his administration after a 
very satisfactory and harmonious year, 
At the banquet Col. John V. Clinnin of 
the United States Fidelity & Guaranty 
was toastmaster. The speakers were 
Col, Harvey L. Jones, Maryland Casualty; 
John McGillen, Fidelity & Deposit, and 
Mr. Kress. The new vice-presidents are 
George A. Gilbert, Employers Liability; 
H. H. McKee, Globe Indemnity; Col. 
Harvey L. Jones, Maryland Casualty, and 
W. L. Wilder, Fidelity & Casualty. Gor- 
don H. Fox, New Amsterdam Casualty, 
is the new secretary, and’ E. E. McDon- 
ald, National Surety, is treasurer. 


Missing Messenger’s Body Found 


The body of David S, Paul, messenger 
for the Broadway Trust Company, Cam- 
den, N. J., who disappeared Oct. 5 while 
earrying $10,000 in cash and $12,500 in 
checks, to a bank in Philadelphia, was 
found buried in a swamp in Burlington 
county, N. J., last Saturday. Paul was 
bonded by the United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty. An autopsy showed that he 
had been murdered less than 48 hours 
before the body was found. It is the 
opinion of the police that Paul was held 
a prisoner after being kidnapped and that 
he was killed when he refused to be a 
party to dividing the loot. 





Claims Filed on Bank Bonds 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 19— 
Surety bonds of $5,000 each for Orman 
Rice, president of the defunct Bank of 
Jones, and Nathan Stewart, cashier, were 
given by the United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty. Fred G. Dennis, state bank 
commissioner, has filed a claim for the 
full amount of each bond. The $10,000, 
if collected, will go into the state bank 
guaranty fund, from which $108,994.73 
has been paid to the bank’s depositors. 
The bank was closed Oct. 6 by the com- 
missioner, after a large amount of forged 
notes and mortgages had been found in 
in its vaults. Orman Rice, president, 
killed himself with a shotgun Sept. 10. 
A coroner’s jury decided that Rice was 
hunting and shot himself accidentally 
while crossing a fence. 





Applies to Surety Business 


BALTIMORE, MD., Oct. 20.—The anti- 
rebate law, which went into effect in 
Maryland July 1, has caused quite @ 
bit of confusion as to whether the 6 
per cent interest after 60 days applies 
to surety business. Insurance Commis- 
sioner Keating applied to the attorney 
general for a ruling on this bill and the 
latter ruled that this law applies equally 
to surety business. 





Cline to Chicago Post 


Richard E. Cline, manager of the bond 
department of the Aetna Casualty and 
Surety at Kansas City, Mo., since the 
company started writing that class of 
business, has been transferred to Chi- 
cago as manager of the bond depart- 
ment there. 





Charles F. Frizzell, Jr., Resigns 


Charls F. Frizzell, Jr., has resigned 
as agency superintendent of the a 
Indemnity to go with Hare & Chase, the 





company’s Philadelphia general agents. 
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+ WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 








NEW LIGHT AS TO OHIO FUND 
Interesting Features in Replies to 
Questionnaire of State Board 
of Commerce 





New light is thrown on the workings 
of the Ohio state fund by the replies 
to the questionnaires sent out by the 
Ohio State Board of Commerce to each 
of about 500 employers, employes and 
physicians to determine as nearly as 
possible with what efficiency and satis- 
faction the monopolistic state fund is 
operated. 

According to some 200 or 300 replies 
from each class the following facts 
were developed: 

The average period of disability of 
employes was seven weeks. The aver- 
age time elapsing before the receipt of 
the first compensation payment from 
the state fund was ten weeks. Seventy- 
three percent of the employes received 
no compensation until after they were 
able to go back to work and 44 percent 
of the injured employes were paid in 
lump sum payments after their dis- 
ability had ended. It appears from 
these facts that the operation of the 
state fund deprives the injured em 
ployes of the very benefits which the 
workmen’s compensation law was _ in- 
tended to provide. 


What Ohio Doctor Says 


These excerpts from a letter re- 
ceived from one of the Ohio doctors 
bring out some important points and 
interesting information: 

In reply to your questionnaire I wish 
to make some further statement in an- 
swer to your various questions. The 
Ohio workmen’s compensation law in 
theory is probably excellent. The ad- 
ministration of the law, however, has 
been greatly mishandled. It has been 
made a part of a vast political machine, 
used by the party in power for the fur- 
therance of their own ends. I personally 
know one of their investigators who was 
sent to investigate a claim with the ad- 
monition to “feel the political pulse.” 
No recognition is given to ability of the 
employes of the commission. As a re- 
sult together with their small salaries 
paid, many of them are incompetent. It 
is impossible to obtain first class men 
and to keep them. 

Under Dr. White and his predecessor 
as chief medical examiners our fee bills 
were ruthlessly cut, and when we de- 
manded an explanation we were politely 
but firmly told to go to the devil. There 
seemed to be no recourse. They would 
pay for infections or amputations, but 
not for the skill required to prevent in- 
fecticns or save a member from amputa- 
tion. This does but one thing; it puts a 
premium on a man who does poor work 
and removes the desire to do good work 
and be conservative. However, since Dr. 
Fletcher has been chief examiner he has 
adopted a broader policy and has ceased 
needlessly cutting bills. 


Rates on Payroll Basis 


During the past two years the state 
fund actuary, Watson, has boosted the 
rates in the industries with which I am 
familiar by leaps and bounds. He has 
used the payroll as the basis for his 
computation instead of the experience of 
that industry. For example, a man who 
in 1913 received a weekly wage of $18, 
in 1918 received a wage of $45 per week 
—and when he was injured he received 
the same compensation of $12 a week: 
yet he cost the insurer nearly three times 
as much in premiums. In other words, 
from an actuarial standpoint he was 
three times as great a risk. The fallacy 
of these figures is obvious. Ask Actuary 
Watson to explain this in view of a con- 
versation he had with me in Columbus a 
little over a year ago in which he prom- 
ised me that if we reduced our experi- 
ence it would be directly reflected in our 
rates. It was—inversely. In 1917 we had 
ten deaths and 603 state cases. In 1918 
we had five deaths and 326 state cases, a 
marked decrease both quantitatively and 
qualitatively. In 1917 we paid into the 
State about $28,000 more than they ex- 
pended on our cases; the total sum paid 
in 1917 was $93,406. In 1918, with this 


_ tremendous decrease in our experience, 





ce 





we had to pay $140,000 approximately. 
We now are self insurers. Our reason 
for leaving the state industrial commis- 
sion was lack of service excessive cost 
and no knowledge of what the commis- 
sion would do on any given case. 





Question Utah Commission’s Powers 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Oct. 19— 
The right of the state industrial com- 
mission of Utah to act as a court in 
workmen’s compensation cases is called 
in question by a suit which has just been 
filed in Salt Lake City by a leading Utah 
coal company. The coal company claims 
that if the Utah law intended to confer 
upon the commission the power which 
it exercises then the law itself is uncon- 
stitutional. 

The case arose out of a dispute re- 
specting an employe of the coal com- 
pany who had been awarded $12 per 
week by the commission for injuries al- 
leged to have been received by the man 
in the course of his employmnt. 

The new workmen’s compensation law 
in Utah, as amended last year, forbids 
the employes or their insurance carriers 
from appealing from the decision of the 
commission to the district courts. The 
only appeal is to the state supreme court. 
The coal company in the present case 
claims the right to appeal to the district 
court in spite of this, saying it is un- 
constitutional. 





Michigan State Fund Figures 

The Michigan department that ex- 
amines the state accident fund of Michi- 
gan, as of June 30, 1920, gives results 
for the 12 months ending at that time. 
The premiums were $402,685, the total 
income $417,938. Its losses were $183,- 
$42 and total expenses $343,843. Its as- 
sets were $509,546; reinsurance reserve, 
$144,969; unpaid claims, $213,633; total 
liabilities, $360,923. 


Kress Has Good Record 


W. G. Kress, the newly elected presi- 
dent of the Surety Underwriters’ Asso- 
ciation of Chicago, has been engaged 
in the surety business for more than 
20 years. He is a man whom every 
surety underwriter in Chicago knows 
by his first name. 
elected him president of their organiza- 
tion in tribute to his splendid charac- 
teristics and undivided loyalty to them. 

Mr. Kress entered the insurance busi- 
ness in 1894, affiliating himself ‘with 
Conkling, Price & Webb, with which 
firm he has been ever since. Four years 
later he became interested in the surety 
business and he has held the titles of 
manager and assistant manager of the 
surety department of Conkling, Price & 
W<bb for 15 years. He is also a part- 
ner in that firm. 

Mr. Kress as president of the Surety 
Underwriters’ Association intends to 
carry on the splendid work which that 
organization has performed in the past. 
The association was organized many 
years ago for the purpose of bettering 
business conditions. There was an 
epidemic of rebating and rate-cutting at 
the time. and the association immedi- 
ately laid plans for stamping these out. 
The success with which it has met is 
evidenced today by the clean under- 
writing methods which characterize the 
surety business. Rate-cutting has béen 
practically eliminated, and the rebating 
practice has also disappeared under the 
pressure which the association brought 
to bear against them. 

Mr. Kress’ period of activity with the 
association dates back many years. The 
firm of Conkling, Price & Webb has 
been affiliated with the association since 
its inception. It has always been rep- 
resented at the meetings either by Mr. 
Kress or some cther member of the 
agency. 


Kansas City Casualty Club 
KANSAS CITY, MO. Oct. 19—The 


formation of the Kansas City Casualty 
Club, an organization of insurance men, 
was completed last week, and it has been 
agreed to hold regular meetings here- 
after for the mutual benefit of the mem- 
bership. At the first meeting one of the 


The surety men. 





SATISFACTION! 


“IT IS A GLORIOUS FEELING” 


to know that after you have closed a business trans- 
action you are satisfied. 


LION SERVICE AND LION POLICIES | 
ARE BOTH A GUARANTY OF SATISFACTION 


OUR FULL COVERAGE 
AUTOMOBILE POLICY 





LIABILITY 
PROPERTY DAMAGE 
~OLLISION 
FIRE AND TMEFT 


MAY BE WRITTEN IN THE FOLLOWING STATES: 
CALIFORNIA 


KANSAS NORTH DAKOTA TEXAS 
IDAHO MINNESOTA INDIANA OREGON 
ILLINOIS MONTANA NEBRASKA UTAH 
WASHINGTON WYOMING 


ALL OUR OTHER LINES— 


Fidelity and Surety Bonds, Burglary, Plate Glass and Accident and ith In- 
suranee acibten in the abeve one except Fidelity and Surety Bonds ye 


All our lines, except Fire and Theft, written in following states: 
1lOWA MICHIGAN 
SOUTH DAKOTA 


LION BONDING & SURETY Co. 


HOME OFFICE—OMAHA, NEBRASKA , 
If you want SATISFACTION write us for an agency contract 


OKLAHOMA 














Archibald F. Bunting 


Walter J. Hayes 
President 


Treasurer 


E. E. Englehart 
Secretary 


DETROIT BONDING 
MORTGAGE GUARANTEE 


Company 


A fidelity and surety company that is being organized with 
officers who have been successful in the duties they will have 
with the company, a company that is being organized among 
active successful business men of Michigan, a company that is 
being organized at a sufficiently low expense rate so that it 
satisfies both the big business men who are becoming stock- 
holders and also the Michigan Securities Commission (admin- 
istrators of the Michigan “blue sky” law). 


Salesmen wanted who have the intelligence, the personality 
and the experience to present the shares of this company to 
men who know what are good investments and what are not. 


A real opportunity because the shares can be sold on their 
merits and need not be unloaded on the unwary, unsuspecting, 
unsophisticated or untutored holders of a “little spare change.” 


The rate of commission is low but the commissions bulk 
large because the sales are large and frequent. 


ADDRESS 


WALTER W. TAIT, Organization Director 
Real Estate Exchange Building 
Detroit, Michigan 
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Income Insurance Specialists 


Opportunities for Salesmen in Forty-Seven States 
Address H. A. LUTHER, 2nd Vice-President 


Nerth American Accident Insurance Co. 


209 South LaSalle Street, CHICAGO 
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EMPLOYER’S LIABILITY 


Assurance Corporation, Ltd., of London, England 
SAMUEL APPLETON, Manager and Attorney U. S. Branch, 88 Broad St., Boston, Mass, 


Original and Leading Liability Company—All Forms of Liability Insurance 
The Most Advanced and Practical Personal Accident and Sickness Policies 


THOS. E. HANLON, Gen. Agt., Ohio, East. Ky., W. Va., 

Building, Cincinnati; STONE, STAFFORD & STONE, Gen. Agts. Ind. and ® 
Lemcke Annex, Indianapolis, Ind.; GEO. A. GILBERT, Res. 1. and vg" ns, 
Exchange Bldg., Chicago, Ill.; CHAS. H. GARRISON, State Agt., Mich., snag idg.. 
Detroit; LOYAL DURAND, Gen. Ast.. Wisconsin, Wells Bidg., Milwa 3; F 4 
HIRSCHBERG & CO., Gen. Agts., Merchants Exchange, St. Louis; GROVES BROS. 
INS. AGENCY CO., Gen. Agts., Commerce Bldg, Kansas City, Mo.; LOVE-HASKELL 
COMPANY, Gen. Agts., oodmen of the World Bidg., a, Neb.; JAMES & 
MANCHESTER CO., Gen. Agts., Leader-News Bidg., Cleveland, Ohio. 
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The American Credit-Indemnity Co. 


of NEW YORK 


CREDIT INSURANCE ONLY 
E. M. TREAT, President 


The American’s Unlimited Policy not only provides absolute protection against abnor- 
mal loss on all outstanding covered accounts, but serves to prevent losses. 











If you are a manufacturer or jobber, write for the full particulars of this service. 

415 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 91 William St., New York 
OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 

R. J. LYDDANE, General Agent 1140 Marquette Bldg., Chicago 
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FOUNDED 1889 
INDIANAPOLIS 

Specializing on monthly Premium Health and Accident 

with non-classification of-risks. Benefits paid weekly. 

Policy includes $100.00 funeral benefit. 


« Representatives Wanted in Indiana and Illinois. 
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§ Federal Savings'and Insurance Co. | 


Our Victory Policy Will Interest You 





omer so omy. ac wea.» 








ia 
K 

F 
ia 
yy 
js 


@ Basan as os eee ana » 
sou | THE METROPOLITAN CASUALTY 
ENTERPRISING Home Ofice: 47 Cadar St, New York City 
hompr || PLATE GLASS, BURGLARY, ACCIDENT 
HEALTH INSURANCE 























It Is Vitally Important 


As a salesman of Commercial Accident and Health Disability 
policies that you learn more about Continental Income Protec- 
tion forms—the forms that sell and stay sold, backed by the 
greatest Accident and Health Insurance organization in America. 


CONTINENTAL CASUALTY COMPANY 
.H. G. B. ALEXANDER, President 
General Offices: Chicago, U. S. A. 


Canadian Head Offices: 
Toronto, Ontario 


most important topics discussed was that 
of ethics in the profession, especially as 
regards cutting rates. There was vir- 
tually a unanimous agreement that such 
practices should be held to a minimum 
and discouraged at all times. Frank 
Furgason, of Furgason-Tabb-Simmonds, 
is president of the new organization, 
which is financed by assessment, each 
member office being charged the same 
amount allowing for one individual to 
attend the luncheons. If more than one 
attends an extra charge is made, 

A study of the workmen’s compensa- 
tion act of Missouri is expected to oc- 
cupy a major portion of the club’s ac- 
tivities during the ensuing season. The 
act was passed at the last session of the 
legislature, but, owing to the fact that 
it was protested as being unconstitu- 
tional and a referendum petition was 
secured, it will not become effective until 
after the November election. 


Moore Preparing New Manual 


NEW YCRK, Oct. 20.—William F. 
Moore, the plate glass insurance rater, 
is busily at work upon the new man- 
ual, which he plans to have ready by 
the first of the year. 


Holds Field Meetings 


A. W. Hoyne, general field supervisor 
for the Business Men’s Assurance of 
Kansas City, is visiting the eastern 
states in which the company operates 
holding sectional meetings. A meeting 
of the Illinois, northern Indiana and 
Wisconsin agents was held in Chicago 
Oct. 15-16 and a similar meeting of 
Michigan agents at Detroit Oct. 18-19. 
He will return by way of Indianapolis, 
where he will hold a meeting of the 
central and southern Indiana agents 
Oct. 23. 


CASUALTY EXPIRATION RIGHTS 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 36) 


continue to produce. Yet some of the 
leaders in the guerrilla-like moves re- 
ferred to above declare that a company 
has no right to build up its fences 
again. 

Insurance Like Any Other Business 


The insurance business is like any 
other business. A merchant sells his 
goods to customers whom he has satis- 
fied for years. Because this merchant’s 
traveling man makes a connection with 
another firm is no reason why the mer- 
chant should give up selling to those 
whom he has dealt with, perhaps before 
the traveling man mentioned was em- 
ployed. Why did they buy these goods— 
in the case of insurance, bonds and poli- 
cies? On account of the agent? Not that 
alone. The agent built up a profitable 
business because he was able to offer a 
bond or policy issued by a company with 
ample capital, ample surplus and a rec- 
ord for service and fairness. 

When an agent or a state agency asso- 
ciation begins to question the manage- 
ment of a stock insurance company or 
undertakes to dictate how it shall con- 
duct its business, that moment the agent 
begins to undermine his own position 
and to play into the hands of the enemy 
without the wall. 


All Red-Blooded Americans 


It is not to be admitted for a minute 
that the men who go to make up the 
agency organizations are like those gen- 
tlemen of the unions who feel it neces- 
sary to protect the weaker brethren by 
limiting the quantity of work done by 
all in a day while demanding the same 
high pay for all; rather, they are red- 
blooded Americans who are not afraid of 
any competition and are willing to fight 
on even terms with the best. 

Every iota of agitation over renewals 
can be laid at the door of a few, who 
for their own exploitation and the pres- 
ervation of their own selfish interests 
are trying to make use of state and na- 
tional forces. Like the Bolshevik and 
the sniper, they would, figuratively, 
poniard or stab or shoot so long as their 
ewn interests are maintained. 

The members of the state and national 
agency associations should not allow a 
few members to mislead the great body, 
but consider carefully and weigh de- 
liberately the whole situation before 
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JIFFY 
PEN 


The word “‘Jiffy” de 
notes speed andaction. 
The shape and bal- 
ance resembles the dip 
penholder. It is built 
for those who appre- 
ciatea properly shaped 
and balanced pen. 
Prices from $2.50 up. 
Self-fillmg without a 
rubber sac. 


Send for descriptive 
matter. 


JIFFY PEN CO. 
Dept. No. 2 
406 Pierce Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 

















CAPITAL ONE MILLION DOLLARS 


Fidelity and Surety Bonds, 
Burglary Insurance, 
Workmen’s Compensation, 
Automobile and Other 
Public Liability Lines 


EXPERT SAFETY ENGINEERING 
and INSPECTION SERVICE 





HOME OFFICE: 
715 Locust St., Des Moines, Ia. 














AMERICAN 
SURETY 
COMPANY 


NEW YORK 


100 Broadway 





SURETY BONDS 


BURGLARY 
INSURANCE 








taking any action that would force them 
to forfeit the influence they should 
exert. 





appointed a member of the Virginia 
Industrial Commission for another term. 
He was Virginia labor commissioner 
when first appointed on the industrial 














Maj. Charles G. Kizer has been re- | 





board two years ago. 


**Everything for the 
Insurance man” 


IONAL UNDERWRITER CO. 
ies NA TNSURANCE EXCHANGE 


CHICAG 
CINCINNATI NEW YORK INDIANAPOLIS 
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ACCIDENT AND HEALTH 
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EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY POLICY 





Issues New Non-Cancellable Contract 
in Four Different Forms—Rates 
are Announced 





The Employers’ Liability is issuing 
a new non-cancellable health and acci- 
dent policy, in four different forms, 
providing a monthly disability income 
without death benefits, monthly disa- 
bility income with death benefits for 
accidental death, a weekly accident 
disability income and a weekly accident 
and sickness disability income, both 
with death benefits for accidental death. 

The policies are renewable until age 





AGENCY MANAGER WANTED 


A progressive middle-west company has an 
excellent opening for a_man who is capable of 
appointing and developing accident and health 
agents. Either commercial or industrial branch 
or both. pondence confidential. Address 
62-E, care National Underwriter. 








WANTED 


Automobile Underwriter to superin- 
tend Automobile Department in Home 
Office at New Orleans; one familiar 
with Fire, Theft and Liability Under- 
writing. Give age, if single or mar- 
ried, previous employments and salary 
expectations. Address 

EDWARD KORY, Second Vice-Pres- 
ident, Union Indemnity Company, 
830-836 Union St., New Orleans, La. 








Masonic Mutual Accident Company 
145 State St. Springfield, Massachusetts 


Personal Accident and Health Insurance, 
for A. F. & A. Masons only. 
Weekly Benefits Accident and Sickness 
$10.00 to $25.00. 

Accidental Death Benefits $500.00 to 
$2,500.00. 





Premiums (quarterly) $3.00 to $7.50. 
If a Mason and interested in an Agency 
proposition for New England States or 
a West, write Home Office, above 

ess. 








GENERAL CASUALTY 
& SURETY COMPANY 
114 Woodward Avenue 
DETROIT 
A Michigan Company for Michigan 
People 


Live Agents Can Secure Liberal 
Contracts. Up-to-Date Policies 
WRITE US 

ELMER H. DEARTH, Pres. 
GEORGE E. TAYLOR, Vice-Pres. 








LOSSES ARE ASSETS 
When handled with poome regard for their business 
building possibilities. 1 tool dag ap ved claimant may 
become a friendly policyholder if impressed with the 
ce tL. NAS 
Adjuster for Ci lty C ie 

















MERICAN LIABILITY 






COMPANY 


Disability Insurance 

All Classes W. R. Sanders, General Mgr. 
All Citizens Nat'l Bank Bldg., CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Occupations} —_ $100,000.00 laserance Department Depesit 








61 and are issued only to male risks 
between 20 and 55. Full medical ex- 
amination is required. 

The income policy pays a monthly 
indemnity for disability caused by any 
accident or sickness. It does not pay 
elective benefits of specific amounts for 
dismemberment losses, nor does it pay 
for partial disability. It does not pro- 
vide for hospital benefits or surgical 
operations, and contains no double in- 
demnity or accumulative provisions. 
The accident policy provides death 
benefits for accidental death as does 
the disability policy. The maximum 
limit of acceptance on these two pol- 
icies is $25,000 principal sum and $125 
weekly indemnity. 

The rates on the non-cancellable in- 
come policy without death benefits, for 
each $100 monthly accident and sick- 
ness indemnity are: 


Extra 
Select Preferred 
and and 
Preferred Ordinary 
Eliminating the first 
two weeks of dis- 
QWIIEY vices is sk $40.00 $60.00 
Eliminating the first 
month of disabil- 
ERR ARS Fee 20.00 30.00 
Eliminating the first 
three months of 
disability ........ 10.00 15.00 


To compute rates on same policy with 
death benefits add $2 to cost of select 
and preferred and $3 to cost of extra 
preferred and ordinary. 

Rates on the other two policies for 
$1,000 principal sum and $5 weekly in- 
demnity are as follows: 


Accident 
Accident Only and Sickness 
Select Se- Select Se- 


and Extra lected and Extra lected 
Ages oer sea Ord. ree Pref. Ord. 


20... $4. 3 $7.55 $10.76 $11.66 $13.90 
21... 4.46 5.35 7.58 10.95 11.86 14.14 
22... 4.47 5.36 7.60 11.15 12.08 14.40 
23... 4.49 5.39 7.63 11.35 12.30 14.66 
24... 4.50 5.40 7.65 11.58 12.54 14.96 
25... 4.52 5.42 7.68 11.80 12.78 15.24 
26... 4.53 5.44 7.70 12.04 13.04 15.55 
27... 4.55 5.46 7.74 12.30 13.32 15.89 
28... 4.58 5.50 7.79 12.56 13.61 16.22 
29... 4.59 5.51 7.80 12.84 13.91 16.58 
30... 4.61 5.53 7.84 13.13 14.22 16.96 
31... 4.61 5.57 7.89 13.43 14.55 17.35 
32... 4.67 5.60 7.94 13.75 14.90 17.76 
33... 4.70 5.64 7.99 14.08 15.25 18.19 
34... 4.71 5.65 8.01 14.43 15.63 18.64 
35... 4.76 5.71 8.09 14.78 16.01 19.09 
36... 4.79 5.75 8.14 15.15 16.41 19.57 
37... 4.82 5.78 8.19 15.53 16.82 20.06 
38... 4.86 5.83 8.26 15.93 17.26 20.58 
39... 4.91 5.89 8.35 16.35 17.71 21.12 
40... 4.97 5.96 8.45 16.78 18.18 21.67 
41... 5.01 6.01 8.52 17.23 18.67 22.26 
42... 5.07 608 862 17.69 19.16 22.85 
43.,. 5.15 6.18 8.76 18.16 19.67 23.46 
44... 5.22 6.26 8.87 18.66 20.21 24.10 
45... 5.29 6.35 8.99 19.19 20.79 24.79 
46... 5.39 6.47 9.16 19.74 21.38 25.50 
47... 5.49 659 9.383 20.31 22.00 26.23 
48... 5.61 6.73 9.54 20.90 22.64 27.00 
49... 5.75 6.90 9.78 21.53 23.32 27.81 
50... 5.90 7.08 10.03 22.16 24.01 28.62 
51... 6.08 7.30 10.34 22.84 24.74 29.50 
52... 6.27 7.52 10.66 23.54 25.50 30.41 
53... 6.47 7.76 11.00 24.24 26.30 31.31 
54... 6.66 7.99 11.32 24.94 27.02 32.21 
55... 6.87 8.24 11.68 25.64 27.78 33.12 





Connecticut General’s Policy 


The Connecticut General Life, which 
recently got out a noncancellable dis- 
ability policy, will issue such contracts 
until age 65. The premiums are graded 
from age to age instead of being flat 
rate premiums. If the amount of insur- 
ance applied for is less than $50 monthly 
indemnity the fee must be paid by the 
applicant. This policy will be issued in 
amounts from $10 to $1,000 monthly in- 
demnity. 





Federal Savings Club to Meet 


The Dunlap Club, the organization of 
leading men representing the Federal 
Savings of Indianapolis, organized dur- 
ing its last agency convention, will hold 
a meeting the later part of November 
at the home office in Indianapolis. It is 
the intention of the officers of the Fed- 
eral Savings to have the meeting con- 
ducted almost entirely by the officers of 
the club. 


A. T. Baker Transferred 


A. T. Baker, manager of the Chicago 
agency of the Merchants Life & Casualty, 
has been transferred to the home office 
of the company at Minneapolis. Ill 





health, caused by the death of his wife 
and son several weeks ago, made it 


, 








THE TRAVELERS 


INSURANCE ey INDEMNITY 
COMPANY WY COMPANY 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


Multiple Lines—Multiple Sales 


All men are prospects for severa lines of insurance. The 
agent or broker who can supply the multiple needs of the 
public possesses the broadest and most remunerative field 
for his effort. 
Life, Accident and Health, Compensation and 
Liability, Group, Automobile, Steam Boiler, 
Engine, Plate Glass, Burglary Insurance. 
We offer direct contracts to reliable men, affording them a 
broad opportunity to increase their income and make 
certain of their future. 


Travelers’ policies guarantee satisfaction to both seller 
and buyer. 








Automobile Casualty Insurance 
OUR LEADER 


We Also Write 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds; Plate Glass, Burglary 





J.C. O. MORSE, President WICHITA, KANSAS 


*“CONSERVATIVE BUT AGGRESSIVE’’ 














Surety Producers of America 


HERE’S 
“THE KEY TO MORE BUSINESS” 





FIDELITY AND DEPOSIT COMPANY 
OF MARYLAND 
BALTIMORE 
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GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 








Accident—Health—Burglary—Liability—Auto- 
mobile—Teams—Elevator—Workmen’s 








Compensation 
FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 
General Building 4th & Walnut Streets 
PHILADELPHIA 








Head Office, Chicago 


THE ME . E 
£’ CONNOR BROS.-McCUNE AGENCY........s0ce0008 Rr ccececccccces Dis' 


The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance. 


LIABILITY ef GURGLARY 
ACCIDENT . CREDIT 

HEALTH BOILER 
AUTOMOBILE LANDLORD'S 
TEAMS ELEVATOR 
COMPENSATION GEN’L LIABILITY 





ESTABLISHED 1865 


London Guarantee & Accident Company, Ltd. 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND 
F. W. LAWSON, General Manager 


CONKLING, PRICE & WEBB............ Gen. Agts. Illinois, Mo., Ind., 1423 Insurance Exchange, Chicago 
FRED, L. GRAY COMPANY........000: Northwestern Managers, 328-336 Security Bank Bidg., Minneapolis 
ED 2 PRM EEEINED, cv ccc ccsccvicscencecas Gerieral Agents, Souther: Michigan, Journal Bidg., Detroit 
ALFRED PAULL | EE a General Agents, West Virginia, Beard of Trade Bidg., Wheeling 
MAXSUN FERUUE & KETCHUM ......... Gen. Agts., Northeastern Qhio, Leader-News Bldg., Cleveland 


RRILL, DODGE & JACKSON CO....... Gen, Agts., Lucas Co., Produce Exch. Bidg., Toledo, Ohio 
t. ings Bidg., Lima, Qhio 








Republic Casualty Co. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Writes All Lines of Casualty Insurance 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds 





necessary for Mr. Baker to go to his 
home in Minneapolis to recuperate. The 
son, A. E. Baker, was associated with 
his father in the Chicago office of the 
Merchants Life and Casualty as an ad- 
juster and gave promise of being a 
highly successful insurance man. 

A. T, Baker has built up a good ,vol- 
ume of business for his company in the 
four years that he was manager of the 
Chicago agency. As soon as his health 
warrants Mr. Baker will take up an im- 
portant position in the home office of 
the company. 

H. J. King, vice-president of the Mer- 
chants Life & Casualty, is temporarily 
in charge of the Chicago office of the 
company. He will do some reorganiza- 
tion work while there. 





Travelers Contests 


Early in September Manager Shaw of 
the Montreal branch office of the Travel- 
ers launched a “competition,” the ob- 
jective being $12,000 in new-accident- 
only premiums. The contest was to last 
for 20 days, but the enthusiasm was so 
great that the goal was passed on the 
16th day. A new record was established 
for the Montreal office the week of Sept. 
20, when the contest was at its height. 
More than $8,900 in new accident and 
health business was written. 

The “Temperature Contest,” conducted 
by Manager Haines of the Des Moines 
branch office in August was won by 
Agent E. L. Carlin, who “ran a tempera- 
ture” of 164 degrees, representing 66 ap- 
plications. Agent H. J. Kempker, of 
Carroll, Ia., who, it will be remembered, 
was an active member at the Tower con- 
test convention in Hartford early in 
September, was a close second with 65 
applications, and Agent H. M. Meese, of 
Davenport, was third with 51 applica- 








tions. Notwithstanding the high fever 
heat of all the contestants, they are still 
very much alive and going strong. 

Another interesting October contegt 
for new accident premiums is that of 
the Worcester, Mass., branch office. The 
agents of Worcester county, outside of 
the city, captained by Agent Kenneth 
Wilson, have challenged the agents in 
the city of Worcester, under the leader. 
ship of Agent James Spotten. 

The agents of the Cincinnati branch 
office have “chosen sides” and are con- 
testing for first honors in new accident 
business during the seven weeks’ period 
from Sept. 13 to Oct. 30. 





Columbian National Appointment 


BOSTON, MASS., Oct. 19—The Colum- 
bian National Life announces the -ap- 
pointment of Charles M. Rogers and Wal- 
ter B. Hatfield as general agents of the 
accident department for the Metropolitan 
district of Boston, with offices at 141 
Milk street. Mr. Rogers was long with 
the Travelers and of late has written 
extensively for the Connecticut Genera} 
Life. Mr. Hatfield is a Princeton gradu- 
ate and was formerly head of a depart- 
ment at Burdett Business College in 
Boston. The appointments do not affect 
the company’s present local agencies in 
the home office building. 





If you want to sell your 
agency, ask for bids. Ask 
through an ad of this sort. One 
a one column wide, one time, 











General 
STATE AGENCY 
Insurance Exchange, Chicago 
CRAIG BELK & CO. 
Chrenicle Bidg., Heusten, Texas 


Interstate Casualty Company 


Home Office: Birmingham, Ala. 


Capital, Surplus and Reserves, $747,657.55 


Specializing in Automobile and Public 
Liability and Excess Insurance 


STATE AGENCY, No. 1 Mentgomery St., Jersey City, N. J. 


Agents 
THE AGENCY COMPANY 
Salt Lake and San Francisco 
FERGUSON & HARRIS 
Columbia Bldg., Leuisville, Ky. 











Re-Insurance 

Excess Re-Insurance 
Catastrophe Hazard 
Accident Re-Insurance Underwriter. 


11 So. LaSalle St. 


DEE A. STOKER 


RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 
CHICAGO 
Empleyers Indemnity Corporation 





W. E. SMALL, President E. P. AMERINE, Secretary 


When Insured in Georgia Casualty Company 
Everyone 


You 
a Sue (), ERVICE ~ 


Surplus and Reserves to Policyholders Over Two Million Dollars 
HOME OFFICE: MACON, GEORGIA 















AMERICAN INDEMNITY COMPANY 


(Galveston, Texas) 


ON nS Speen rae PIAS Pe | ee Pee ear $600,000.00 
DMN S665 vs oka Saw ighere eee en coeweee * $2,000,000.00 
This company was examined by the New York Insurance Department 
as of June 30th, 1919. 


THE EXAMINERS STATED IN PART: 


‘*The Company is in a sound financial condition. Its funds are well 
invested, its affairs are efficiently managed. Claims are promptly settled 
and policyholders and claimants receive fair and equitable treatment’”’ 


RESPONSIBLE AGENTS WANTED WHERE NOT REPRESENTED 














Chas. L. Nicholson, President 


WE I 


DEPOSITORY, FIDELITY 
WAREHOUSE 





Harry R. Wood, Secretary 


THE INTER-STATE SURETY COMPANY — 


REDFIELD, SOUTH DAKOTA 


SSUE 


BONDS 7visceitansous 


é PLATE GLASS and BANK BURGLARY INSURANCE 








N. BLACKSTOCK, President 


EMIL JOHNSON, Secretary 


Incorperated Under Laws of Califernia 


International Indemnity Company 





Assets Over One Million Dollars 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
FIRE, THEFT, LIABILITY, COLLISION 
PROPERTY DAMAGE 
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‘Human Use and Occupancy ~ 


Up-to-date agents doing a general in- 
surance business realize: the value 
of Use and Occupancy insurance for 
~ their clients. They insist that real fire 


insurance protection includes this 
line. 


_ But, the property owner is just as apt 
to be put out of business by accident 
or sickness, as his plant is by fire. The 

loss would be great in such a case. 


This loss of time can be insured against 


by taking accident and health in- 
surance. 


Disability insurance is Human Use 
and Occupancy. 


Include Accident and Health Insur- 


ance in your complete insurance 
service. 


PENINSULAR 
CASUALTY 


‘Insurance Company 


AUTHORIZED CAPITAL - 2 e+ - $250,000.00 - 
_ - BAY- CITY, MICHIGAN 


* COLON C. LILLIE, President 
ELI SPRUNGER, Vice-President 
HARMON J. WELLS, Secretary and T: casurer 
LOWRY VAHEY, Managing Underwriter 
’ FRANCIS F. McGINNIS, Second Vice-President 
and General Counsel 
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No Interrogation Points After 
“The Old and Tried” 














Its agents know where it stands. It does 
not alter its policy after every big loss. It 
has had a long and valuable experience. 
It does not need to grope in the dark, to 
experiment. Ithas been through the “trying | 
out” period. The Glens Falls is not vacillat- 
ing, not a weather vane. It travels along 
courses well charted. Its agents know 
where to find it at all times. It has the 
courage of its convictions. It has a fixed 
policy. ' 





There are many insurance companies but 
only one — 





. WEST, President 


EW WEST. Prediet ; Fire, Marine, Automobile; Riot 
specie boo G e f and Civil Commotion, Tornado, 
R. C. CARTER, Treasurer Sprinkler Leakage, Registered 
4 “: cece ante tll (Y/} Mail, Use and Occupancy, Rents, 
H. W. KNIGHT, Assistant Secretary Rental Value, Leasehold, Profits 


Insurance Company 
Glens. Falls, New York 

















